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From Supervisor Rick Savage’s Desk

Safe Driving, Save Money

August has arrived, and with it, the
height of a fabulous Western New York
summer. The parks have been
filled with family gatherings,
sports, special events, kids
splashing in the wading pool, and
others enjoying the myriad of recreation
programs.

The AARP Smart Driver course is the
nation’s first refresher course specifically
designed for drivers
age 50 and older. In
many states, drivers
may benefit from a
discount on their auto
insurance premium
upon completing the course. And you will
learn something new along the way. In fact,
an evaluation of the course found that 97% of
participants changed at least one driving
habit as a result of what they learned.

Recently, Pastor Pam Lupfer of the
Alden Presbyterian Church, presented a
check in the amount of $2,020.00 to the
Town towards the purchase of an AED for
the Wading Pool area. This very significant
donation represented the proceeds of a
community concert by singer Micheal
Castaldo which was hosted by the Alden
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Castaldo and the
Session of the Church voted to donate the
proceeds to the kids and the purchase of a
life-saving AED. We are extremely grateful
to both Mr. Castaldo and the Church.
The Highway Department has been
hard at work completing a great deal of
ditching and drainage work in addition to
normal road maintenance work.
My office will begin the 2019 budget process
this month. It will be our intention to
remain under the tax cap as the Town has
done since the State’s enactment.
Don’t forget about our remaining
Summer Concerts – Wednesday
nights – from 7:00pm to 9:00 pm.
On Wednesday, 8/15 the Town will
have a “Cruise in at the Park” from
5:00 – 8:00 pm. This is the same night that
Terry Buchwald (Elvis) will play, so cruise
in with your vintage car or come to see the
cars and listen to Elvis.

The Smart Driver online course covers:










Research-based safe driving
strategies.
Information on the effects of
medication on driving.
Preventive measures to reduce driver
distractions.
Proper use of safety belts, air bags,
anti-lock brakes, and new technology
found in cars today.
Techniques for handling left turns,
right-of-way, and roundabouts.
State-specific rules and regulations
in 19 key areas, including
construction zones, child safety seats,
school buses, cellphone use and more.
Easy-to-follow format incorporating
adult-learning principles.

The Safe Driving course is scheduled for the
Alden Community Center on September 14th
from 9:00am to 3:30pm. Cost for AARP
members is $20, for non-members $25. For
mor information call Mary @ 937-6873 or
Carol @ 937-6863

Senior News
August 8 – Wednesday – Member Meeting – Community Center at 1:00pm. Sign-in begins at 12:30pm.
August 22 – Wednesday – Member Meeting – Community Center at 1:00pm. Sign-in begins at 12:30pm.
No executive meeting in August.
Attention senior bowlers – join us on Thursdays in the fall at the newly renovated Alden Lanes for fun and
social activity. If anyone is interested in joining our league, please contact Monica at 937-6593. You do not
need to be a member of the Alden Seniors.
Why do we call it the Dog Days of Summer
The phrase describes the most oppressive period of summer, between July 3rd and August 11th each
year. But where did the term come from? And what does it have to do with dogs? Many people believe
the phrase stems from the fact that dogs tend to be sluggish during the hottest days of summer (aren’t we
all?), while others still say the days are so hot it causes dogs to go mad. But the name is actually a
reference to the fact that, during this time, the Sun occupies the same region of the sky as Sirius, the
brightest star visible from any part of Earth and part of the constellation Canis Major, the Greater Dog.
This is why Sirius is sometimes called the Dog Star. In the summer, Sirius rises and sets with the Sun. On
July 23rd, specifically, it is in conjunction with the Sun, and because the star is so bright, the ancient
Romans believed it actually gave off heat and added to the Sun’s warmth, accounting for the long stretch
of sultry weather. Thus, the term Dog Days of Summer came to mean the 20 days before and 20 days
after this alignment of Sirius with the Sun—July 3 to Aug. 11.

