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MISSION STATEMENT 
The Alden Historical Society, founded in 1965, is a volunteer-supported organization whose mission 

is to preserve, promote and present the history of the Town of Alden and its people. 
 

 

 

 

STEPHEN MANKOWSKI 
FORMER ALDENITE 

BLACKSMITH AT COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 
       

 

Old family photos and stories always fascinated me, wanting to learn how to research these people 
and times led me to the Alden Historical Society at age 13. Looking back I wonder what everyone 
thought the first time this little kid walked in to a meeting! I’m grateful the other members took my 
interest seriously and took on the role of mentor to me, especially, Bill Scott and Henrietta Henskee.  
Henrietta’s suggestion to visit Genesee Country Museum opened up several new opportunities for 
me. In 1981 I began working as a blacksmith.  Little did I know then that this interesting summer job 
would become my career. 
 

Wanting to develop my skills I apprenticed with Paul Spaulding at the Farmer’s Museum in 
Cooperstown. An opening at Colonial Williamsburg in 1988 brought me to Williamsburg.  After an 
eight-year apprentice ship I became a Journeyman. 
 

The work we do at the Anderson blacksmith shop is to reproduce ironwork for the museum. We also 
do quite a bit of outside contract work for other historic sites in America. Not only do we reproduce 
wrought iron objects but the technology that was used to make the original. I spend quite a bit of time 
studying and researching the objects I need to reproduce. Very little was written down by the smiths 
on how they made the objects. 
 

For the past two years, I have successfully reconstructed the way iron was smelted from ore using a 
bloomery, a direct method of smelting iron ore. The ore is collected locally.  
 

The process involves subjecting the ore to very high 
temperatures using wood charcoal as fuel and forced air from a 
bellows. The bloomery itself consists of a three and a half foot 
clay cylinder positioned on a bed of crushed charcoal. Charges of 
ore and charcoal are fed into the top of the cylinder. As the 
bellows increases the temperature (2600-2700 f.) a mass of 
almost pure iron forms at the base. After putting about 120 
pounds of ore and equal amounts of charcoal, we will get a 35 to 
40 pound bloom of iron. After around 6 hours the bloom is pulled 
from the base of the bloomery with large tongs and quartered up 
with a chisel struck by a sledgehammer. The pieces are later 
reheated and beaten into bars. 
 
 The incentive for reproducing the iron smelting process was 
Jamestown’s 400th anniversary. In the summer of 1607 Capt. 
John Smith and some of his men smelted iron using a very 
similar method. 

Continue on next page 
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It is worth a visit down here to see the archaeological work being done at Jamestown. I would also 
encourage folks to come down and visit the Colonial Williamsburg and Yorktown sites. 
 
I could go on, but maybe a visit and talk at one of the Historical society’s meetings next year would be 
something to consider. Again I owe much to the Alden Historical Society for encouraging me to make 
career of teaching and living history. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Stephen Mankowski 

Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

 

Secretary's Section 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Annual Meeting this year will be held on Thursday November 13, 2008 at the Community 
Center.  We'll have a potluck dinner before the meeting, starting at 6 p.m.  Please bring a dish to pass 
(casserole, salad or dessert), and your own table setting.  Rolls and butter, and beverages (coffee, 
tea, cold drinks) will be provided.  The annual meeting is very important for the Society.  Four 
Trustees will be elected, and annual reports will be given.  A revised Constitution and Bylaws will also 
be presented for your approval.  The month of November is so very important for elections this year, 
and it is equally important for our Historical Society.  Don't forget to continue to exercise your right 
and privilege to vote, and to take an active part in our Historical Society.  Know what is going on and 
what you can do to help keep our organization strong and vibrant. 
 

Laura Loehr, Secretary 



Curator’s Corner 
 

WHAT ARE WE ABOUT? 
 

Working on the Society’s Mission Statement, revising the constitution and by laws, and conversations 
with members have brought forward the question “What are we about?”.  What are we about?  The 
purposes of the Society as stated in the 1967 charter are quite broad, perhaps more than our society 
can do.  The 2008 Mission Statement centers the purposes more locally.  Which is our course for the 
future years? 
As display space dwindles and storage space fills, we have to decide just what we want our collection 
to tell and show Alden residents and visitors.  We will be working on a collection management policy 
soon and need your input.  Direct your comments and suggestions to me and I will pass them along 
to the Collections Committee. 

Karen Muchow, Curator 
 

Archivist’s Article 

MORE ABOUT THE SLADE FAMILY 
 

April 2008 newsletter had an article about Slade Drive and the family for which it was named, we 
never realized how far-reaching the information might be.  This summer, the historical society 
received a letter with more information about the Slades.  In 2002 Barbara Horn, a descendent of 
Samuel Slade visited Alden as part of her genealogical research.  She found the Slade graves in the 
cemetery, visited the museum, photographed the Slade windows in the Presbyterian Church and 
located the Slade homestead. 
 

While checking the internet, Mrs. Horan found our newsletter with the article about Slade Drive and 
wrote to me.  She sent copies of some letter Thomas Slade, one of the sons of Samuel, had written to 
his family in Alden.  Thomas left Alden in 1841, headed west and settled in Kenosha County in 
Wisconsin.  In the letter he explains why he chose his land and how he laid claim to the property.  He 
repeatedly praises his homestead for the good water, excellent soil, availability of timber and 
nearness of good neighbors.  He also tells of the hardships he endured.  The letters give real insight 
into the lives of those pioneers who left the East to settle the Midwest.  The letters are in the Slade file 
in our archives.  You may wish to visit the museum and read them. 
 

In addition, Mrs. Horan explains that her Slade ancestor was Laura, one of Samuels daughters.  
Laura married William Hershel Kidder of Darien.  Laura died when her daughter Laura was born and 
Hershel later married Caroline Tenney, Laura’s cousin.  The Tenney family also was from Darien.  
Mrs. Horan would like to hear from anyone who has information about the Kidder or Tenney families.  
You may contact her at barbjmh@comcast.net.  Mrs. Horan also sent a generous donation to the 
society. 
 

We continue to appreciate the many ways families and communities are connected. 
 

Ruth Davis, Archivist 
 

 

Notes from our Historian 
WHAT IS A SHIVAREE? 

 

It used to be a custom to shivaree a newly married couple.  Shivaree (or chivaree) was a loud mock 
serenade for newly weds.  Friends of the couple would gather outside the newly weds home with all 
kinds of noisemakers until the couple appeared. The bridegroom usually gave them money to go to 
the nearest tavern for refreshments. 
I remember way back in the 1930’s a group of my friends and I “shivareed” John Tavlaris and his wife.  
John came out and told us to go to The Sugar Bowl (a popular soda fountain across Exchange St. 
from the Alden Pharmacy) and get whatever treat we wanted.  John and his brother Louie operated 
The Sugar Bowl for many years. 

mailto:barbjmh@comcast.net


Janet Koelbl, Historian 



 

Progressive Dinner was Huge Success 
 

It was a beautiful Saturday afternoon on September 20 when the progressive dinner took place.  
Everyone met at Bennington’s Historical Building at 3 pm.  There we were served lots of delicious 
hors d’oeuvres and cool drinks.  Afterwards we traveled to the Attica Historical Building were we 
enjoyed the main course.  Finally we returned to the Alden Historical Building for many fine desserts, 
coffee and cider.  This was a great opportunity for touring Bennington’s and Attica’s historical 
buildings. At the same time we meet so many wonderful people who welcomed us, showed us around 
and engaged in friendly conversations.  It is estimated that 50 to 60 people attended, not only from 
Alden, Attica and Bennington but from surrounding towns as well. 
 

 

How Much Do You Remember? 
 

1. In the 1940’s, where were automobile headlight dimmer switches located? 
a. on the floor shift knob 
b. on the floor board, to the left of the clutch 
c. next to the horn 

 

2. The bottle top of a Royal Crown Cola bottle had holes in it.  For what was it used? 
a. capture lightning bugs 
b. to sprinkle clothes before ironing 
c. large salt shaker 

 

3. What was the popular chewing gum named for a game of chance? 
a. Blackjack 
b. Gin 
c. Craps 

 

4. What was the name of Caroline Kennedy’s pet pony? 
a. Old Blue 
b. Paint 
c. Macaroni 

 
 

5. Which was a popular candy when you were a kid? 
a. strips of dried peanut butter 
b. chocolate licorice bars 
c. wax coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar water inside 

 

6. How was Butch Wax used? 
a. To stiffen a flat-top haircut so it stood up 
b. To make floors shiny and prevent scuffing 
c. On the wheels of roller skates to prevent rust 

 

7. Before inline skates, how did you keep your roller skates attached to your shoes? 
a. with clamps, tightened by a skate key 
b. woven straps that crossed the foot 
c. long pieces of twine 

 

8. What was the most dreaded disease in the 1940s? 
a. smallpox 
b. AIDS 
c. Polio 

 

9. What was a Duck-And-Cover Drill? 
a. Part of the game of hide and seek 
b. What you did when your mom called you in to do chores 
c. Hiding under your desk and covering your head with your arms in an A-Bomb drill 

 

10. What was the name of the Indian Princess on the Howdy Doody show? 
d. Princess Summerfallwinterspring 
e. Princess Sacagawea 
f. Princess Moonshadow 

ANSWERS ON NEXT PAGE 



 
Answers to “How Much Do You Remember” on previous page 
 

1 - b 
2 - b 

3 - a 
4 - c 

5 - c 
6 - a 

7 - a 
8 - c 

9 - c 
10 - d 

 

SCORING 
7-10 correct:  You are older than dirt and obviously gifted with mental abilities.  Now if you could only 

find your glasses.  Definitely someone who should share his/her wisdom! 
  

 4-6 correct:   Not quite dirt yet, but you are getting there. 
 

0-3 correct:   Sorry, you are not yet old enough to share the wisdom of your experiences. 
 

Karen Muchow, Curator 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS: 
 

  Joyce Lines Cain 
  Richard Kauffman 
  Cassandra Stone 
  Ryan Stone 

 
NEW ANNUAL MEMBERS: 
 

      Sharon Schmitz 
 

BUSINESS MEMBER: 
The Elwood-Jordans Agency Inc. 
INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENCY SINCE 1874 

BBOWMAN@ELWOOD JORDANS.COM 
13361 Broadway       Phone (716) 937-9196 
Alden, NY 14004       Fax      716) 937-9552 

 
RENEWED MEMBERS: 
 

Howard C. Ehrenheim 
Audrey Senecal 
Norman & Nancy Taylor 

 
 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS: 
The Alden Historical Society is pleased to announce that it is now accepting business memberships.  The 
annual business membership dues have been set at $45.00.  We are pleased to announce that Mr. Brooks D. 
Bowman, president of The Elwood-Jordans Agency Inc., submitted an application and dues to be the first.  Mr. 
Bowman encourages all local businesses to come on board to support the Alden Historical Society. 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 
New members are always welcome.  Your support will ensure that the Alden Historical Society will continue to 
grow and prosper for years to come.  Please make your check out as noted below 
 

DUES 
Single ............ $5.00 
 
Family ........  $10.00 
 
Lifetime ....... $50.00 
 
Business ..... $45.00 

 
NAME .............................................................................................. 

 
ADDRESS............................................................................................... 

 
................................................................................................................ 

 
PHONE ...................... E-MAIL................................................................ 

 

 
 

A check payable to: ALDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY may be mailed to: 
     Judy Hotchkin, Membership Secretary 
     Alden Historical Society 
     13213 Broadway 
     Alden, NY 1400 
 

DONATIONS AND MEMORIALS ARE ALWAYS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED. 
ALDEN HISTORICAL BUILDING PHONE No. 716 937 3700 



 

MONTHLY  PROGRAMS 
 

OCTOBER  02,  2008.................................................... Trustee Meeting 
 7:00 pm at the Alden Historical Bldg. 
 Open to the Membership 
 
 
 

OCTOBER  09,  2008.........................................................Harvest Time 
 7:00 pm at the Alden Community Center 

 
A look at old harvesting tools, maybe even a quiz to 
see how much you remember or know.  Then a time of 
remembering past Halloweens in Alden.  We’ve heard 
there are some wild tales out there. 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER  13,  2008.................Pot Luck Dinner and Annual Meeting 
 7:00 pm at the Alden Community Center 
 

We will begin the evening with a potluck dinner.  Please bring a dish to pass in 
the form of a hot casserole, salad, or dessert.  Also please bring your own table 
setting.  Drinks will be available.  
 

Immediately following dinner we will have our annual meeting.  At this time all 
members will have an opportunity to vote for four trustees.  Other business may 
be discussed. 
 

Refer to “Secretary’s Section” in this newsletter for more details. 
 

DECEMBER  04,  2008................................................. Trustee Meeting 
 7:00 pm at the Alden Historical Bldg. 
 Open to the Membership 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  11,  2008................... Music Boxes and Christmas Treats 
 7:00 pm at the Alden Community Center 
 

Members are encouraged to bring their music boxes for show and tell.  
Also you are welcome to bring and share a dessert of your favorite 
recipe. 
 
Music boxes date back to the late 18th century in Europe enabling the 
middle class to dance and enjoy the popular music of the period in the 
privacy of their homes.  

In the 19th Century, the invention of the original cylinder music boxes occurred which 
consisted of a brass cylinder and numerous steel pins that plucked a tuned steel music comb 
as the cylinder rotated with the aid of a clockwork motor. 
The latter half of the 19th century rewarded the world with the enchanting melodies of the 
music box disc player, the predecessor of the contemporary phonograph, tapes and CD’s. 
 



ALDEN HISTORICAL BUILDING: 
 

The ALDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S many exhibits are located in the Alden Historical Building at 13213 
Broadway in the village, across from the bank.  The purpose of the historical society is to show how the people 
of Alden have lived and worked and played.  Here you may study the everyday things they made, used, wore, 
and cherished. 
 

HOURS 
 

The Alden Historical Building is open to the public every Saturday from 10 to 2 pm. 
It is also open during the Alden Art Show in Sept. and during Christmas-in-the-Park in early December. 
Tours for individuals and groups may be arranged by calling 937-3700 or 937-6400. 
 

MEETINGS: 
 

Program meetings are held at the Alden Community Center on the second Thursday of the each month at 7:00 
pm.  Notices will be published in the Alden Advertiser in advance of the program.   
Open to the public these programs are both informative and interesting.  Many times a guest speaker is 
present.  You are very welcome to come and share your memories and experiences about the evening's 
program.  Afterwards enjoy an informal social complete with homemade refreshments. 

 

Trustee meetings are held at the Alden Historical Building at 7:00 pm.  Meetings will be held on the first 
Thursday of the month in  February,  April,  June,  August,  October and December (even months). 
The trustee meetings are open to the membership. 
 

OFFICERS 
President..….Roberta Vincent 
Vice President… Sal Sardella 
Secretary…….…Laura Loehr 
Treasurer ...........Ralph Davis 
Curator.......... Karen Muchow 
Archivist ...............Ruth Davis 
 

 
Society Historian . Janet Koelbl 
Alden Town Historian: .............  
.................. Leonard Weisbeck 
Alden Town Board Liaison: .....  
.......................... Arlene Cooke  
Editor ..................Carl Matthies 
Publicity.............Judy Hotchkin 

 
TRUSTEES 
Ralph Davis 
Judy Hotchkin 
Joe Kipfer 
Laura Loehr 
Carl Matthies 
 
 

 
 
Marlene Roll 
Sal Sardella 
Ralph Stoos 
Roberta Vincent 
Paul Werner 

 
 

LANDMARK COLLECTIBLES  
 

Simme’s Meat Market 
 

Built circa 1905 and located at 13237 Broadway at the corner of 
Kellogg St. it was the original site of the Simme’s Meat market. In 
later years the Randall & Parson Meat Market and then Garas 
Meat Market would also call it home. In the late 60’s a change in 
service came with Foley’s Auto Parts. It shifted again in November 
1976 with the opening of Henry’s Candy & Gifts, which continues 
today. 
The building has gone through some small changes to include the removal of the two-story smokehouse 
located on the south or back side of the brick building and the addition of a block building at the same location. 
 

The price for this replica is $25.00.  You may call Marlene Roll at 937-4549 or stop in at the Historical Building 
on Saturdays from 10 am to 2 pm to place your order for this collectible or for any of the former collectibles. 
 

 

HOUSE BUILT BEFORE 1908? 
 

If your house was built before 1908 it will qualify to be one of Alden’s Century Homes.  Your home has earned 
the right to proudly wear a century home plaque.  Alden’s Century Homes are (with the owner’s permission) 
photographed.  These photos are kept in the historical society’s archives.  Century home plaques can be 
purchased from the Alden Historical Society by calling Marlene Roll or stopping in at the Historical Building on 
Saturday.  Plaques cost $35.00 each.  Phone No. at the Historical Building is 716 937 3700. 
 

Marlene Roll, Century Houses  



 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER for FALL 2008 
 

 October 2 ..........................Trustee Meeting, 7:00 pm 
  Alden Historical Building 
 

 October 9 ..........................Program Meeting, 7:00 pm 
  “Harvest Time” 
  Alden Community Center 
 

 November 13....................Annual Meeting, 7:00 pm 
  Pot Luck Dinner 
  Open to the membership 
  Alden Community Center 
 

 December 4 ......................Trustee Meeting, 7:00  
  Alden Historical Building 
 

 December 11.....................Program Meeting, 7:00 pm 
  Music Boxes and Christmas Treats 
  Alden Community Center 
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