




































































PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
 

 
 
2016 Budget:  $257,638,097 
2017 Proposed: $272,002,597 
 
The County property tax levy represents the total amount of real property revenue 
to be raised by the County for County and Library purposes.  The amount of the 
real property tax levy is the difference between total expenses and all other 
projected revenue sources, including sales tax.  The proposed 2017 County 
property tax levy totals $272,002,597. 
 
A breakout of the total property tax levy into two required reporting categories for 
2016 and 2017 totals: 
    2016 Budget   2017 Proposed 
 General Fund  $234,163,963  $248,058,980 
 Library Fund  $  23,474,134  $  23,943,617 
 Total Property Tax Levy $257,638,097  $272,002,597 
 
 
New York State Property Tax Cap Law 
 
On June 24, 2011 New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed the state’s new 
property tax cap legislation into law (Chapter 97 of the NYS Laws of 2011). Under 
the law, which took effect for Erie County in its 2012 budget year, the tax cap law 
establishes a limit on the annual growth of property taxes levied by the County to 
two percent (2%) or the rate of inflation, whichever is less.  The County may also 
carry over “tax cap credits” from a prior year. The County’s property tax levy 
cannot exceed the cap unless 60 percent (60%) of the total voting power of the 
local governing body approves such increase. For Erie County, a 60% vote by the 
County Legislature requires that 7 out of 11 legislators must vote to raise property 
taxes beyond the cap. 
 
For the County’s 2017 Budget, the cap, based on the rate of inflation as identified 
by the consumer price index, is 0.68%.  Overall taxes are under the cap limit by 
approximately $125,000. Under the law, the cap amount includes other elements 
such as the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library real property tax levy and the 
County’s independent sewer districts’ property tax levies, and not just the County-
purposes property tax levy.   
 
The share of the tax levy for each jurisdiction is based on its percentage of the 
County’s total equalized full value.  For example, if 16.8 percent of the County’s 
equalized full value is located in the Town of Amherst, then Amherst would be 
responsible for 16.8 percent of the total County property tax levy. 
 













SALES TAX SHARED WITH OTHER  
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

 

 
 

The following table indicates 2017 estimated sales tax to Erie County and the 
amount of sales tax shared with local jurisdictions. 
 
  
            

                  2017 Estimated Collections 
County Share of Sales Tax    
   3%  Sales Tax  $168,726,491  
   1%  Sales Tax  159,301,415  
.75%  Sales Tax 

 
119,401,719 

  
    

     Total 2017 Estimated County Share  $415,016,947  

    
Shared Sales Tax    
   3%  Sales Tax Distributed to Cities, Towns and Schools   $309,177,776  
   1%  Sales Tax Distributed to Cities & Towns  12,500,000  
   3%  Sales Tax Distributed to NFTA (1/24

th
 of overall 3%)  19,912,678  

    
     Total 2017 to Other Jurisdictions  $341,590,454  
    

     Total 2017 Estimated Sales Tax 
 

$756,607,401 
  

 
 







Appropriated Fund Balance 
 
2016 Budget:  $6,000,000 
2017 Proposed: $6,000,000 
 
The 2017 budget utilizes $6,000,000 of unassigned fund balance 
 
Interfund Revenue 
 
2016 Budget:  $1,797,388 
2017 Proposed: $   829,938  
 
The 2017 budget utilizes $829,938 of residual equity transferred to the general 
fund.  The revenue is based on available balances derived from the closing of 
dormant capital projects whose related debt service has already been paid off. 
 
 
All Other Source Accounts 
 
2016 Budget:  $17,311,745 
2017 Proposed: $18,720,296 
 
Other items such as Gaming Facilities Aid, Off Track Betting revenue, Mortgage 
Tax, sale of scrap, Community College chargeback, and a variety of cash receipts 
are also included in the category. 
 









center rather than at a facility-based program. Payments made by the department for 
screenings/evaluations, case management, and early intervention services such as 
speech or physical therapy are reimbursed at 50 percent by the State Health 
Department.  
 
 
Department of Mental Health (including Forensic Services) 
 
2016 Budget:  $37,591,217 
2017 Proposed: $39,347,880 
 
Reimbursement is received by the Department of Mental Health in four different 
disability program areas and administration.  This revenue includes a combination of 
100 percent State funding for many program services and 50 percent deficit funding for 
other services and administration. 
 
The State Office of Mental Health provides the majority of funding.  It supports 
Department services aimed at prevention and early detection of mental illness, and the 
maintenance of a comprehensive system of care, treatment and rehabilitation for the 
mentally ill.  State funds from the Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
(OPWDD) are received to provide services designed to maintain the independence of 
developmentally disabled clients in the least restrictive setting. Funds from the State 
Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) support services and 
rehabilitation programs for clients who abuse drugs and for clients who experience the 
problems of alcoholism and alcohol abuse.  Additionally, State revenues are received to 
support one-half of the cost of forensic mental health services provided to adults and 
children involved with the criminal court or family court systems.  Increased Medicaid 
billing by community based contract agencies for clinic treatment and other services 
substantially offsets the expenses that would otherwise be directly claimed for State 
Mental Health reimbursement. 
 
 
Probation Department 
 
2016 Budget:  $1,226,102 
2017 Proposed: $1,255,102 
 
Reimbursement is received from the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services, Office 
of Probation and Correctional Alternatives for expenses incurred by the Probation 
Department.  
 

























































Budget Adoption Process 
 
The County Executive is required by the Erie County Charter and the 
Administrative Code to submit a proposed budget for the next fiscal year to the 
Erie County Legislature on or before October 15.  The proposed budget contains 
estimates of operating revenues and expenses for each administrative unit of 
County government, a capital budget and a six-year capital program.  It must be 
presented in the form of a line-item budget. 

 
The proposed budget is accompanied by the County Executive's Budget Message.  
The message highlights important features of the Proposed Budget and outlines 
the key assumptions, policies and initiatives on which it is based.  
 
After receiving the proposed budget, the Legislature holds public hearings and 
considers whether proposed budget items should be amended.  They may add, 
delete, increase or decrease items of expense (appropriation), except for those 
items required by law or for repayment of debt. 
 
The 2017 budget must be adopted by the Legislature by the first Tuesday in 
December (December 6, 2016).  An annual budget adoption meeting is held for 
this purpose, at which time the Legislature votes on any changes to be 
incorporated into the Adopted Budget. 
 
If the Legislature fails to approve changes to the proposed budget, it is considered 
to have been adopted with no further action required by the County Executive.  If 
the budget adopted by the Legislature does contain additions or increases, it must 
be presented to the County Executive by the first Wednesday following the first 
Tuesday of December (December 7, 2016) for consideration of vetoes. 
 
The County Executive may veto any items added or increased by the Legislature 
to which he objects.  Deletions or decreases are not subject to veto.  If items are 
vetoed by the County Executive, a statement indicating the vetoed items and the 
reason for each veto must be returned to the Legislature by the Monday preceding 
the second Tuesday in December (December 12, 2016). 
 
The Legislature may override the County Executive's vetoes by a two-thirds 
majority vote.  This must be done on the second Tuesday of December 
(December 13, 2016). 
 
The budget, incorporating any legislative changes, executive vetoes, and 
legislative veto overrides is considered adopted in final form as of the second 
Tuesday in December (December 13, 2016). 
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