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Glossary 

Account 
A category of revenues and expenditures/appropriations, such as office supplies, personal 
services, or utilities. 

Accrual 
Recognition and recording of earned amounts receivable as revenue and amounts 
payable as expenditures in the current period, but for which cash receipts or 
disbursements have not yet occurred. 

Accrual Accounting 
A basis of accounting in which expenditures and revenues are recorded at the time they 
are incurred or are available, as opposed to when cash is actually received or spent. 

Adjusted Budget 
The adopted budget as modified by all changes approved and processed to budgeted 
revenue and appropriation accounts. 

Adopted Budget 
The budget plan for the next fiscal year, which has been formally approved pursuant to 
the provisions of Article 25 of the Erie County Charter. 

Appropriated Fund Balance 
The amount of unassigned fund balance available from previous years designated for use 
in the current year. 

Appropriation 
A specific amount of money authorized by the Legislature for the purchase of goods and 
services. 

Assessed Valuation 
The value set upon real property by local tax assessors and the state as the basis for 
levying real property taxes. 

Board of Election Re-Spread 
Reimbursement from towns and cities for certain allowable expenses associated with the 
cost of conducting elections. The actual costs are billed back to the various towns and 
cities where elections are held and recorded as revenue in the operating fund. 

Capital Budget/Expenditures 
Budgets/expenditures in Capital Project Funds are for major physical improvements and 
construction, or for purchase of equipment having a useful life of at least five years. The 
Capital Budget is included in the annual budget documents, as required by the County 
Charter, but is not a part of the operating budget, nor is it considered part of the operating 
fund. 
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Community College Re-spread 
Revenue that is attributed to reimbursement from towns and cities for tuition payments 
made by the County for town and city residents who are enrolled in community colleges 
outside of Erie County. The tuition costs are billed back to the various towns and cities in 
the County for the town/city residents for whom tuition was paid. 

Community Development Fund 
A Special Revenue Fund used to assist participating municipalities in the development of 
locally approved community or economic development activities, including housing 
programs, which are eligible under Federal program regulations. This fund is included in 
the County's annual budget documents in order to secure legislative authorizations, but it 
is not a part of the operating budget nor is it considered an operating fund. 

Contingency 
An appropriation of funds to cover unforeseen events that may occur during the fiscal 
year, or reserved to cover foreseen future events. 

County Share 
The amount of support required from general county resources (e.g., property or sales 
taxes); after all other revenue sources attributed to the operations of a department or 
division are subtracted from total appropriations or expenditures. 

Countywide Appropriations/Revenues 
Appropriations and revenues, such as debt service expenditures or sales tax revenues, 
which cannot be directly attributed to the operations or operational responsibilities of 
specific departments. 

Debt Service 
The county's obligation to pay the principal and interest on all bonds and other debt 
obligations according to a predetermined payment schedule. 

Debt Service Fund 
A special fund established to account for the payment of interest and principal on long­
term debt. The Debt Service Fund is a part of the operating budget and is considered an 
operating fund. 

Deficit 
The excess of expenditures over revenues during an accounting period. 

Downtown Mall Fund 
A Special Revenue Fund used to account for revenues raised through a special district 
charge and the subsequent expenditure of these monies for the operation and 
maintenance of a downtown pedestrian/transit mall. This fund is not included in the 
county's annual budget documents, nor is it considered an operating fund. 

ECIDA 
The Erie County Industrial Development Agency (ECIDA) is a public benefit corporation 
which coordinates economic development for Erie County. It authorizes industrial revenue 
bonds for eligible projects and administers a revolving loan program for businesses in 
specific county areas. 
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Encumbrance 
Financial commitments related to unperformed contracts for the purchase of goods and 
services. Purchase transactions which are not yet completed, but for which funds have 
been designated and specifically reserved (encumbered) for future payment when the 
purchase transaction is completed. Outstanding encumbrances at year-end are reported 
as assignments of fund balance because the commitments will be honored during the 
subsequent year. 

E-911 Fund 
A self-balancing Special Revenue Fund for appropriations and revenues associated with 
the operation of the Enhanced 911 emergency telephone system as required by State law 
when a telephone surcharge is utilized to offset E-911 service cost. The E-911 Fund is 
part of the operating budget and is considered an operating fund. 

Enterprise Funds 
Self-supporting governmental funds in which the services provided are financed and 
operated similarly to those of a private business, with user charges providing the majority 
of the revenues necessary to support operations. The Utility Fund is budgeted as an 
Enterprise Fund. The Enterprise Fund is a part of the operating budget and is considered 
part of the operating funds. 

Equalized Full Valuation of Taxable Property 
The term used to indicate the value of all real property in a taxing jurisdiction, appraised at 
100% of market value at a specified prior point in time, which has been adjusted by a 
factor to reflect different rates of housing market price change from area to area. The 
equalization factor allows comparison of full valuation on an equal dollar basis for all areas 
and for all time periods. 

Equalized Full Value Tax Rate 
The amount of property tax levied for each $1 ,000 of equalized full valuation for all non­
exempt property in the county. It is calculated by dividing the equalized full valuation of 
taxable property by $1,000 and then dividing the county property tax levy by the result. 
This rate is used for all comparisons of property tax growth or reduction. 

Full Valuation 
The term used to indicate a real property appraisal at 100% of market value at a specified 
prior point in time. 

Fund 
A set of inter-related accounts to record revenues and expenditures associated with a 
specific purpose. Funds are self-balancing. The Erie County budget includes ten (10) 
funds: General fund, E-911 Fund; the Utilities Enterprise Fund; Grant Fund; Capital 
Fund; Sewer Fund; Road Fund; Community Development Fund; the Debt Service fund; 
and the Public Library Fund. 

Fund Balance 
The section of the financial statement that reports the results of operations. It can include 
restricted amounts such as prepaid items along with assignments such as judgments and 
claims. The remainder of fund balance is the unassigned portion which is available for 
appropriation when necessary. 
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GASB 45 
GASB 45 is an accounting standard that requires governments to reflect in their financial 
statements the estimated future cost of paying for benefits, such as retiree health 
insurance, that has been earned due to the service years provided to-date by existing 
retirees and current employees. 

Gain 
A position and/or job title not currently authorized in a department, which is transferred in 
from another department or budget entity. 

General Fund 
The principal operating fund of the county, which includes the budgets, revenues and 
expenditures for most county departments. 

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) 
Conventions, rules and procedures that define accepted accounting and financial 
reporting practice, including broad guidelines and detailed practices. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for 
establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Grant 
A contribution by a government or other organization to support a particular function, 
service or program. 

Grant Budget/Expenditures 
Budgets/expenditures in the Grant Special Revenue Fund related to defined projects 
funded by contributions from other governments or organizations to support particular 
functions, services or programs. The Grant Fund is not a part of the operating budget but 
appears in the Budget documents in order to secure necessary legislative authorizations. 

Indirect Costs 
Costs associated with, but not directly attributable to, the operation of county departments. 
These "overhead" costs are usually incurred by other departments in support of all 
operating departments. 

Inter-departmental Billing 
The reimbursement received by a division, such as Information and Support Services, for 
services provided to other county departments. Interdepartmental billings are quasi­
revenues budgeted as negative appropriations. 

Inter-departmental Payment 

An appropriation of funds for reimbursing other county departments, such as Information 
and Support Services, for services provided by departments. 

Inter-fund Transfers/Revenue 
Amounts transferred from one fund to another. 

Job Group 
The grouping of similar position classifications and their assignment to a range of salaries 
within a county pay scale. 
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Line-Item Budget 
A budget that lists each expenditure and revenue category separately, along with the 
amount budgeted for each specified category. 

Local Source Revenue 
Funds that the county receives as income from local sources, such as property and sales 
taxes, service fees, and interest income, as opposed to funds received from other 
governments. 

New Position 
A new position in an existing job title and/or a new job title not previously budgeted. 

NFTA 
The Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority, created in 1967 as a public benefit 
corporation under the Public Authorities Law of the State, administers the regional transit 
system in Erie and Niagara Counties which includes a transit line, public buses and airport 
facilities. The NFTA receives a portion of the county sales tax plus a subsidy from the 
county general fund. 

OTB Revenues 
Revenues received from a portion of profits of the Western Regional Off-Track Betting 
("OTB") Corporation from a pari-mutuel wagering tax. 

Other than Personal Services 
Expenditures for all non-personal services, goods and services including supplies, equip­
ment, contractual services, utilities, rental and repairs. 

Personal Services 
Expenditures for salaries and wages for full-time, regular part-time as well as part-time 
and seasonal employees, overtime costs, shift differential, and holiday pay, etc. 

Project 
A project is a distinct organizational unit with a separate budget which is identified by a 
unique name usually used in a capital fund. 

Proposed Budget {Tentative Budget) 
The budget plan for the upcoming fiscal year recommended to the County Legislature by 
the County Executive for its formal approval. The Erie County Charter designates this as 
the "Tentative Budget." It is popularly known as the "Proposed Budget". 

Public Library Fund 
The Public Library Fund is used to record transactions of the Buffalo and Erie County 
Public Library which is supported, in whole or in part, by real property taxes. The use of 
the Library Fund assures compliance with Education Law, Section 259, which provides 
that all monies received from taxes or other public sources for library purposes shall be 
kept in a separate fund. 

The Public Library Fund is a special revenue fund. The accounting is the same as the 
General Fund including the use of budgetary, revenue, expenditure and fund balance 
accounts. It is a part of the county's operating budget and is considered an operating fund. 
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Source 
A category of revenue, such as local source, state aid, or federal aid. 

Surplus 
The excess of revenues over expenditures during an accounting period. 

Taxable Assessed Valuation 
The value of non-exempt (taxable) real property in a taxing jurisdiction on which the 
jurisdiction's portion of the County real property tax levy is spread. 

Taxable Assessed Value Tax Rate 
The amount of property tax levied for each $1,000 of taxable assessed valuation of real 
property in each taxing jurisdiction. It is calculated by dividing each jurisdiction's share of 
the County real property tax levy by the taxable assessed valuation of all non-exempt 
(taxable) real property in the jurisdiction, and dividing the result by 1 ,000. 

Utilities Fund 
An Enterprise Fund created to provide financial accounting and support necessary for the 
operation of the Erie County Utilities Aggregation. This fund allows members of the 
aggregation (cities, towns, villages, and authorities in Erie and neighboring counties) to 
jointly purchase natural gas, heating oil and electric utilities at reduced cost. The Utilities 
Fund is part of the operating budget and is considered an operating fund. 

Visit Buffalo Niagara 
Visit Buffalo Niagara, formerly known as the Convention and Visitors Bureau, is an 
organization funded with taxpayer dollars and organized to serve as the county's 
marketing arm to the nation and world. Visit Buffalo Niagara is tasked with attracting 
visitors and conventions to the Buffalo Niagara region. 
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Reallocation 
A change in job group but not in position title for a currently authorized position; an 
upgrading of a position. 

Real Property Tax 
The net County tax requirement determined by subtracting the total estimated revenues 
from the total proposed expenditures as set forth in the budget (Erie County Charter, 
Article 26, Financial Procedures, Section 2609). 

Reclassification 
A change in position title which may or may not change the job group for a currently 
authorized position. 

Reductions from Personal Services Account 
The Reductions from Personal Services account is a net savings calculated by estimating 
the impact on all personal services budgets caused by employee turnover, vacancies, 
increased overtime or other personnel transactions. The savings estimate is then adjusted 
for any negative impact on associated budgeted revenue calculations. The final net 
savings calculation is budgeted in the form of a negative appropriation. 

Reserve 
Funds which are accumulated, held and set-aside for future use or the payment of some 
future obligation. Funds held in reserve may be restricted to particular uses or they may 
be unrestricted. 

Revenue 
Funds that the county receives as income, including tax payments, service fees, receipts 
from other governments, fines, forfeitures, grants, and interest income, etc. 

Road Fund 
A Special Revenue Fund used to account for all revenues and expenditures related to the 
maintenance of county roads and bridges, snow removal, and the construction and 
reconstruction of county roads not required to be recorded in the Capital Projects Fund. 
The Road Fund is a part of the operating budget of the county and is considered an 
operating fund. 

Transfer 
A currently authorized position and/or job title in a department, which is transferred to 
another department or fund. 

Sales Tax 
A charge placed on certain goods when they are purchased from a vendor. Sales Tax 
revenue accounts for a considerable portion of the discretionary budget. Erie County's 
local sales tax rate is 4. 75%. 

Sewer District Budgets/Expenditures 
Budgets/expenditures in the Sewer Special Revenue Fund related to the annual program 
and spending plan for sewer facility operations, services and normal maintenance. Sewer 
districts are self-supporting entities with a separate property tax levy. The Sewer Fund is 
not a part of the operating budget, nor is it considered an operating fund. 
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