SAMPLE BROADBAND SUPPORT RESOLUTION

RE: Supporting the Exploration of an Erie County Fiber Optic Broadband System 

WHEREAS, most areas in Erie County are limited to only one or two high speed Internet Service Providers, Time Warner Cable or Verizon; and

WHEREAS, many rural areas have very limited, or no access, to internet services which are needed in our modern society; and


WHEREAS, the cost of internet access is unreasonably high due to a lack of competition in the market; and
WHEREAS, people of low income, often the people who need internet access the most, are not able to afford this necessary service; and

WHEREAS, Erie County does not have a provider that offers top level internet speeds at an affordable price; and

WHEREAS, Chattanooga Tennessee as well as several other local governments throughout our nation have developed their own high speed broadband service that has served their citizens well, assessed much needed revenue to their books and worked as a mechanism for attracting companies to their region; and


WHEREAS, several companies such as Volkswagen America, sighted Chattanooga’s municipal broadband service as a reason for investing in that city; and

WHEREAS, several new technology companies are committing to the Erie County region, and their chances of viability will be aided with the increased capacity of a top speed fiber optic broadband network; and
WHEREAS, municipal broadband service acts as a necessary counter to the negative effects of anti-neutrality polices; and

WHEREAS, municipal broadband service could serve as an alternative revenue source for County government, reducing our dependence on sales tax revenue; and

WHEREAS, municipal broadband networks have been found to boost the GDP of regions that implement them up to 1.1%; and

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that [YOUR TOWN/VILLAGE] recognizes the positive economic and social impact that a County wide broadband system could have on our region; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that [YOUR TOWN/VILLAGE] supports Erie County Legislator Patrick B. Burke in his call for the County to issue an RFP to explore Municipal Broadband in Erie County; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that the [Clerk of TOWN/VILLAGE] forward certified copies of this resolution to the Erie County Executive, the Honorable Mark Poloncarz; All Members of the Erie County Legislature; the New York State Governor, the Honorable Andrew Cuomo; and The offices of all member of the WNY Area Delegation to Albany.
FISCAL IMPACT: No fiscal impact would be made. 
