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Legislator Patrick B. Burke Endorses Comptroller’s Audit of County Road System

[bookmark: _GoBack]On March 17, 2014, The Office of Erie County Comptroller Stephan Mychaijliw initiated an Audit of County Roads to review four years of maintenance costs, capital projects, and annual operating costs, after a record setting harsh winter left the already poor County roadways in worse condition.

Legislator Patrick B. Burke endorsed the Comptroller’s Audit of County Roads today, saying “I think this audit is needed.  This is an excellent opportunity for the Comptroller’s office to review our reasonless road system that has bloated beyond our ability to maintain it.  It is about time that we came to our senses and realized that cross-county roadways vital to our regional transportation and economic wellbeing should not have to compete with residential roads, low-volume areas, and dead-end streets for already limited County Highway funds.”

The cost problem with the size of the County Road System was recognized as far back as The Gorski Administration.  According to the 1994 Excel Committee Report on Erie County Highways, “The highway mileage owned and maintained by Erie County is far and away the largest number of miles of any county in New York State.  That is more than 300 miles greater than the second place County and almost double of that in third place.”
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