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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 

October 5, 2016 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. Members of the Town 

Board present were Councilmember’s Christopher Greene, J. Paul Shear, Robert Geiger, 

and Peter DiCostanzo.  Other Town Officials present were, Assistant to the Supervisor 

Karen Jurek, Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat, Director of 

Administration and Finance Pamela Cuviello, Director of Community Development James 

Callahan, Assistant Planner Jonathan Bleuer and Youth Bureau Director Dawn Kinney, 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to appoint the 

Emerling Agency (EMS Group) as the insurance agent for Aflac Benefits of the Town of 

Clarence.  On the question: this appointment is effective as of November 1, 2016, 

rescinds and supersedes  all previous Aflac agent appointments and shall remain in full 

force and effect until cancelled in writing with 30-days’ notice by either party.  Upon roll 

call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried.   

The current Aflac account is handled by a representative from Binghamton, NY.  

Supervisor Casilio felt that it should be handled by a local representative.  This is a benefit 

to town employees with no financial obligation to the tax payers.   

Currently the Town is paying NYSEG approximately $20,000 a year to maintain our town 

owned street lights in residential neighborhoods.  Their job is to handle light sensors and 

light bulbs which they are not doing a very good job of. When a complaint comes in, a 

Parks employee is sent out to verify whether or not the light is operational.  Previously 

NYSEG provided the bulbs and would service the lights but they do not do that properly.   

They no longer provide the bulbs, do very little maintenance and are slow to respond to 

complaints.  Supervisor Casilio is researching whether or not it would be more economical 

for the town to take over full responsibility for the maintenance of town owned lights.  He 

will bring more information to the Board as it becomes available.   

Supervisor Casilio advised the Board that there have also been problems with lights in 

our Gas Lighting Districts.  National Fuel is paid approximately $300 yearly to maintain 

and supply natural gas for each light.  Many of these lights are in disrepair and falling 

over.   

The Planning and Zoning Department issues Peddler and Hackers Permits.  The current 

charge is $50 for a 90 day permit.  Non-profits and religious groups are exempt.  

Supervisor Casilio is concerned that our Senior Citizens could be taken advantage.  Town 

Law states that the Town Clerk has to judge the character of each individual 

Peddler/Hawker.  There was further discussion about possibly amending the law and 

increasing the fee.  Director of Community Development James Callahan will review this 

further. 

 

Town Mini on Main Street is under construction and have cars scattered all over the 

parking lot.  Supervisor Casilio feels that this could be an issue for emergency vehicles.  

They also have a box truck advertising their business. Director of Community 

Development James Callahan stated that Town Mini did approach him stating that they 

wanted to block off traffic so they did not have vehicles interfering with their construction 

site.      

Supervisor Casilio stated that we have laws against billboard signs and he feels that 

Eastern Hills Mall has a billboard sign.  He has received complaints from tenants of the 

mall indicating they cannot afford to advertise on the sign.   
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Councilman DiCostanzo stated that the Town Board was led to believe that the sign at 

Eastern Hills Mall was to advertise for the tenants of the mall however it is advertising 

outside businesses.  Director of Community Development James Callahan stated that the 

sign permit went through a full review and the Town Board was aware of the process.  

Assistant Planner Jonathan Bluer stated that the town can control the type, size and 

location of a sign but we cannot control the content on LED signs.  Further, the town can 

control flashing and the intensity of the LED but we do not have the legal ability to make 

a business turn off their sign.  Supervisor Casilio would like these issues addressed in the 

new Sign Law, he does not want to see this happen again down the road.  

Councilman DiCostanzo stated that Supervisor Casilio along with James Callahan and 

Jonathan Bleuer went out of their way to help Eastern Hills Mall with their sign review and 

may not have been so accommodating had they known the applicant would be using the 

sign to advertise outside businesses.   

Supervisor Casilio along with Councilman DiCostanzo, Parks Crew Chief James Burkard 

and Highway Superintendent James Dussing walked the town owned property next to the 

Main Street Park.  The Parks and Highway Department will make improvements to the 

property by cleaning up the area and bringing in fill to level the area to make the property 

more usable to the public for parking.  There will be no sports fields or lavatories 

constructed on this site, it will be strictly used for parking.   Eventually you will be able to 

enter the property from Main Street and exit via the service road off of Shisler Road.  

When finished, the area will be used for over flow parking for large events.   

 

The town has provided $17,000 to Clarence Hollow for American flags to be placed on 

light poles along Main Street.   Supervisor Casilio suggested taking the flags down in 

November so they are not destroyed by the weather.  He further suggested that the new 

flags be placed on every other light pole so they are intermingled with the older flags.  

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

Councilman DiCostanzo commented on the Main Street Town Park specifically the area 

near the pool and the rock wall that runs north and south.  There was discussion about 

breaking a hole in the wall to allow for over-flow pool parking in that area.  Councilman 

DiCostanzo reiterated that the property to the west of the park is being cleared and leveled 

with topsoil from the Police and Court Facilities Project and will be used for over flow 

parking.  There are no plans for any sports fields.  The area should be ready next spring.    

 

A Main Street Redevelopment forum is scheduled for October 6, 2016 at Clarence High 

School Library.   

 

Councilman Robert Geiger 

There is a very unique area behind the Historical Museum and there was some discussion 

about cleaning up area and install benches to look out over the lake. 

 

Sometime in the future, Highway Superintendent Dussing would like to dig out the pond 

at the Main Street Park to make it deeper.  This would help the fish and reduce the amount 

of algae in the water.   

 

Councilman Geiger along with Highway Superintendent Dussing have retrieved the 

Presbyterian sign and it is now back in the hands of the Town, the Presbyterian Church 

has been notified.   
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Councilman Geiger took a tour of the Police and Court Facilities Project. 

 

Councilman Geiger is working with the Boy Scouts on setting up a Legal Government 

Explorer Group.   Many large law firms in the city have been working with these groups, 

Councilman Geiger has been in contact with them and they are very interested in starting 

a group in the suburbs.  They would meet once a month possibly at the Nature Center or 

at the new Police and Court Facility.   More details will be forthcoming.   

 

Councilman Christopher Greene 

The Youth Bureau is hosting a Speaker Series on November 21, 2016 at Town Hall.  Dr. 

Joshua Lynch, Judge Powers and a representative from Youth Drug Court will give 

presentations. 

 

Following the presentations, Dr. Lynch will provide Narcan training and distribute kits to 

everyone that goes through the training.   

 

Councilman Greene stated that a meeting is being held on October 11, 2016 at St. 

Stephen’s United Church of Christ, 8520 Tonawanda Creek Road regarding the 

deplorable condition of Tonawanda Creek Road. 

 

Bidding for the next section of Goodrich Road will take place next spring. 

 

Councilman Paul Shear 

Connor Road has been top coated the full width at one end and half the width on the other 

end of the road. This is better than not having it fixed at all and will hopefully get us through 

the winter.  The drainage issue is 80% of the problem.   

 

Supervisor Casilio commended Jonathan Bleuer, Karen Jurek and the Parks Department 

for setting up the new smart screen and redecorating (new paint and carpet) the Kathy 

Hallock Room. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the 2017 Budget, Supervisor Casilio was able 

to stay below the tax cap and he was able to honor the request of all Department Heads. 

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to § 105(1) F of the Open Meetings Law to discuss the employment 

history of a particular person(s), § 105(1) H the proposed acquisition of real property.  

Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

The Work Session adjourned at 9:45AM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 11:40AM.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried.  No action 

taken. 

 

 


