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TOWN OF CLARENCE, ERIE COUNTY 
 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

MINUTES MEETING OF  
 

DECEMBER 15, 2011 
 
 

Mr. Hartzell welcomed Matt Glynn of the Buffalo news and congratulated him on being the Age 
Group Champion of the Buffalo Run for 2011. 
 
Meeting called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Hartzell. 
 
Chairman Hartzell asked Ms. Rosel to take the roll.  Present were David Schuster, Michael 
Buettner, Chris Kempton, Clayt Ertel and Chairman Hartzell.  Mary Powell and Scott Bylewski 
were absent. Also present were Paul Leone, Steven Bengart, Pam Smith, Cynthia Rosel, and 
Matt Glynn from the Buffalo News. 
 
Minutes.  (November 17, 2011) 
 
Mr. Hartzell asked if everyone had a chance to review the minutes from November 17, 2011.   
There was motion by Christopher Kempton to approve the minutes of November 17, 2011 with a 
second by Michael Buettner.  There was nothing on the question. 
 
Vote: Ayes:     Schuster, Buettner, Kempton, Ertel, Hartzell.     Noes:     None. Absent:     
Powell, Bylewski. Recuse:     None, Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.  
 
Mr. Kempton passed out the report through December 15, 2011.  He went over the balance sheet 
and the profit and loss statements. The total fees received to date are $44,075.93.  Interest 
income was $2,541.90.  There is a negative net income of $17,078.16.  The details were 
attached.  Expenses are down this year compared to 2010.  Mr. Ertel asked Mr. Leone if there is 
any anticipated income this month.  Mr. Leone said that we did receive one check for $1,000 and 
are waiting for payment from Mr. Huck on his project.  Mr. Neill said the 10882 Main St. Laura 
Wade project may close this month.  Mr. Kempton asked if there are any projects that may close 
at the beginning of the year.  Mr. Leone answered no.  Mr. Hartzell added there have been some 
meetings and we may have some new projects in March or April.  Motion made by Clayt Ertel to 
accept the Treasurer’s report as presented with a second by David Schuster.  
 
Correspondence.  
 
Cindi Rosel reported that there was Public Hearing Notice from the Town of Amherst that was 
circulated via e-mail to the Board, some Holiday cards, and a request for funds from the Clarence 
Post No. 838 that is an agenda item today. 
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 New Business: 
 
Paul Leone has been meeting with Benchmark from the Clarence Mall to discuss a new project. 
They should be submitting an application sometime in January.   
 
Paula’s Donuts is looking to open a donut, bakery and sales operation to be located at 8560 Main 
Street.  Mr. Leone is waiting for the application.  It would be located next to Nativity Church in 
the strip plaza.   
 
There have been a couple of other meetings for potential projects but nothing definite yet. 
 
10882 Main Street-Laura Wade Project. 
 
Mr. Neill has an amended resolution for the 10882 Main Street Laura Wade Project.  The cost is 
going to higher than anticipated and the mortgage amount will also be increased.  The cost of the 
project has increased from $435,000 to an amount not to exceed $600,000.  The abatement will 
be on the new portion of the building only.  There will be a lease hold on that part.  There was a 
motion by Clayt Ertel with a second by David Schuster to approve the amended resolution as 
presented.  There was nothing on the question. 
 
Vote: Ayes:     Schuster, Buettner, Kempton, Ertel, Hartzell. Noes: None. 
 Absent:      Powell, Bylewski. Recuse:     None Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Donation Policy. 
 
Mr. Hartzell began the discussion on the CIDA Donation Policy relative to the special report by 
the Authorities Budget Office.  The discussion included the possibility of amending the policy, 
keeping it as is or discontinuing it.  There was mention by Nathan Neill that if a donation is 
made, there could be a contract between the CIDA and the applicant.  It was decided that the 
Board would be more diligent in how they would look at the requests and how donations would 
be awarded.  The policy will be kept as is and the Board will consider contracting with the 
applicants in the future.  Further discussion will be at the February meeting.   
 
Strategic Planning. (CK) 
 
Mr. Kempton said that he thinks that the focus for the Strategic Plan seems to be on the sewer 
projects.  There was discussion regarding the Town of Amherst and sewer capacity.  There is a 
contract in place between the Town of Clarence and the Town of Amherst.  There seems to be 
momentum to go forward.  It would open up the industrial corridor.  There will be further 
discussion in the upcoming months on this subject and where to best use CIDA funds. 
 
EDO Position. 
 
There was discussion by the members as to whether or not there is a necessity for an EDO.  Mr. 
Neill said that the Town of Lockport does have a person that is an employee of the Town who is 
also the Administrative Director of the IDA.  Mr. Kempton thought that it would be a good idea 
for the Town take the lead on this.  Mr. Ertel said it should be a joint effort.  Pam Smith also 
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brought up that it would be a good idea to check with the other Towns that have this position to 
get a copy of the job description.  Discussion will continue at a future meeting regarding the 
EDO position. 
 
Nathan Neill gave a brief explanation about the Perry’s Ice Cream Project that was actually in 
the Town of Newstead and not in the Town of Clarence.  The CIDA could not be involved 
because of the location.  Mr. Neill apologized for the error. 
 
Mr. Hartzell wanted to talk about the CIDA considering projects that are the same type of 
operation as a business already that would be located in close proximity to each other.  The State 
does not address this.  Mr. Leone said that he is requiring applicants to submit a marketing study 
to show that there is a need for the business and there is no competition.  Mr. Kempton suggested 
that we may need to review our policy.  Mr. Neill said there is a joint policy with all the IDA’s.  
If the policy is to be revisited, it should be brought up to the Leadership Council as we are all 
supposed to have the same policy.  Mr. Hartzell said that this can be brought up at Leadership 
Council meeting to see if the policy should be tweaked.   
 
CCB Coalition.   
 
Mr. Buettner attended the CCB presentation at the ECIDA and thought that it would be good 
idea for the CIDA to join.  Mr. Hartzell added that the majority of the Board was in favor of 
joining at the last CIDA meeting and suggested we act on it today.  Six months is fair and after 
that period, if the Board is satisfied with the results, Mr. Calabrese can be invited to a meeting to 
talk about extending the agreement. 
 
Motion by Clayt Ertel with a second by Michael Buettner to approve entering into the agreement 
with Masiello, Martucci, Calabrese & Associates to join the CCB coalition for a period for six 
months at $500 per month for a total of $3,000 and authorize the Chairman to sign same subject 
to review and approval by CIDA counsel.  On the question Mr. Schuster did mention that we 
need to keep expenses down and he does approve this for six-months.  Mr. Kempton added that 
this would come out of the Marketing Budget Line.  There was nothing further. 
 
Vote: Ayes:     Schuster, Buettner, Kempton, Ertel, Hartzell. Noes: None. 
 Absent:      Powell, Bylewski. Recuse:     None Motion carried. 
 
There will be an opening on the CIDA for next year and the Town Board will need to make an 
appointment to fill the opening at its organizational meeting. 
 
There was a friendly motion to adjourn by Mr. Hartzell with second by Clayt Ertel.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 
 
The next meeting will be January 19, 2012. 
 
Respectfully, submitted Cynthia M. Rosel 
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