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Introduction  

This master plan report will look at the Town of Clarence, New York’s current park system, 

amenity/facility inventory within the parks, and youth population and recreational participation. 

The report will look at how and where the parks have changed since the last master plan update 

in 2009, and where future changes and growth may come from, or be needed. Data was 

obtained from the 2005 and 2009 Clarence Parks and Recreation Master Plans, US Census 

Data, Clarence Demographic Analysis 2000-2010, Erie County GIS, and Pictometry.  

 

This report will focus on four main sections: 

 Existing Town Parks 

 Park Amenities Inventory  

 Parks, Youth, and Recreation  

 Conclusion and Recommendations   
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Existing Town Parks  

Currently, Clarence has a total of 16 town owned properties, 12 of which are parks. Of these 16 

properties, eight are park/recreational properties, six are undeveloped town owned properties, 

and two are recreational path/trails. The Town has a total park space of 1,028.37 square acres, 

67% (690.57) of which is undeveloped green space. The square acreage of developed park 

space has remained the same from 2005 to 2013 with roughly 337 acres. In 2010, the Town of 

Clarence’s population was 30,673, growing at 17.4% from 2000. The Town of Clarence has 33 

park square acres per every 1,000 residents, 11 acres of developed park space per 1000 

people. As Clarence’s population has grown the population density increased 13%, (.90 person 

per acre) from 2000-2010, which can be attributed to the existing park system, and the 

expanding Greenprint Program seen below in Figure 1 and 2. 

Table 1: Existing Clarence Parks 

 

Park Developed  Undeveloped  Total Square Acreage  

        

Beeman Creek Park - 386.3 386.3 

Carlton Thompson Property - 73.9 73.9 

County Road Property - 27.56 27.56 

Fogelsonger Park  4.5 1.5 6 

Kruger Property  - 3.94 3.94 

Main Town Park  34.3 50.4 84.7 

Meadowlakes Park  25.1 - 25.1 

Memorial Park 73 13 86 

Nuchereno Preserve - 27.41 27.41 

One Town Place 50.1 19.67 69.77 

Parker Park 6.4 - 6.4 

Peanut Line Trail  49.75 - 49.75 

Sunset Park  17.2 - 17.2 

Thompson Road Park 20 72.75 92.75 

Town Escarpment Area - 14.14 14.14 

West Shore Trail  57.45 - 57.45 

        

2013 Total Park Square Acres 337.8 690.57 1,028.37 

2013 Estimated Population     31,437 

        

Park Square Acres Per Person      0.033 

Park Square Acres Per 1000 People      33 



August 1, 2013 [CARENCE PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN 2013] 

 

 Page 5 
 

Clarence Park Space 2005-2013 

 From 2008-2013 487.61 additional acres of undeveloped park space was acquired by 

the Town of Clarence. (Beeman Creek Park, Carlton Thompson Property, Nuchereno 

Preserve) 

 The Town’s developed park acres per 1,000 people has slightly decreased consistently 

from 2005-2013. This can be attributed to population growth, and the consistent 

developed park space.  

Table 2: Clarence Park Space 2005-2013 

  
Developed Park 

Acres/1,000 people 
Undeveloped Park 
Acres/1,000 people  

Total Park 
Acres/1,000 people 

        

2005 13 7 19 

2008 12 11 19 

2013 11 22 33 

Table 2: National Standard is 10 acres per 1,000 persons. 
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Figure 1: Clarence Town Parks 
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Figure 2: Clarence Town Parks with 1/2 mile buffer  
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Figure 3: Clarence Greenprint Program
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Parks Amenities Inventory  

 Below is the Town of Clarence park inventory. Parks can be categorized as passive or 

recreational (parks with athletic fields).  

 The most active park within the town is Memorial Park, with a total of 22 athletic fields.  

 The Town of Clarence has a total of 76 athletic fields over the park system.  

Table 3: Clarence Park Amenities Inventory 

 

Park 
Baseball 

Field 
Basketball 

Court  
Soccer 
Field  

Football 
Field  

Tennis 
Court 

Hockey 
Court 

Play 
ground 

Pavilions/ 
Gazebos 

Other 

                    

Beeman Creek Park - - - - - - - - - 

Carlton Thompson 
Property 

- - - - - - - - - 

County Road 
Property 

- - - - - - - - - 

Fogelsonger Park  - - - - - - 1 1 - 

Kruger Property - - - - - - - - - 

Main Town Park  4 - 1 - - - 4 3 
Clubhouse/ 

Pool (1) 

Meadowlakes Park  4 1 1 - 2 1 1 3 - 

Memorial Park 8 - 12 - - - - 2 - 

Nuchereno Preserve - - - - - - - - - 

One Town Place 3 2 1 - 4 - 1 2 
Arboretum/ 

Town Hall/  
Library (1) 

Parker Park 1 1 - - 2 - 1 - - 

Peanut Line Bike 
Path  

- - - - - - - - - 

Sunset Park  1 1 - 2 4 - 1 2 - 

Thompson Road 
Park 

1 - - - - - - - 
Nature 

Center/Senior 

Center (1) 

Town Escarpment 
Area 

- - - - - - - - - 

West Shore Trail  - - - - - - - - - 

                    

Total Amenities  22 5 15 2 12 1 9 13 - 

         
79 

          

Beeman Creek Park 
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Recreational Standards and Supply  

 Below is the Clarence park system facility inventory compared to the national standard 

(National Recreation and Parks Association) and the recommended units per population.  

 Within the Town of Clarence baseball fields, football fields, path/trails, tennis courts, and 

volleyball courts are above the national standard for park facilities.  

 Within the Town of Clarence ice hockey, multi use courts, and public golf (18 hole) 

courses are below the national standard for park facilities. 

 Table 4: National Park Standards and Clarence Parks 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity/Facility  
Recommended Units 

Per Population  
National 
Standard 

Clarence Actual  

        

Baseball (no lighting) 1 per 5,000 5 21 

Baseball (lighting) 1 per 30,000 1 1 

Ice Hockey 1 per 100,000 0.3 0 

Football 1 per 20,000 1 2 

Soccer 1 per 10,000 3 15 

Multi-use Court 1 per 10,000 3 1 

Paths/Trails 1 per region 1 2 

Basketball 1 per 5,000 5 5 

Public Golf (18 holes) 1 per 50,000 0.5 0 

Swimming Pools 1 per 20,000 1 1 

Tennis  1 per 2,000 13 14 

Volleyball  1 per 5,000 5 13 

Table 4: 2010 Clarence population 30,673.  
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Youth Population in relation to Town Parks 

 Majority of town park recreational users are youth ages 19 and under. It is important to 

see where youth are located around Clarence, and their access and use of recreational 

park space.  

 Within the Town of Clarence there is 8,172 youth (ages 19 and under).  

 Census tract 146.04 located along Transit Road to the west, County Road to the north, 

Heise and Thompson Road to the east, and Roll Road to the south, has the largest 

youth population in Clarence (2,447). Within this census tract the only recreational park 

space is Meadowlakes Park, and the Peanut Line Trail.  

 The second largest youth population is in census tract 147.01, located in northern 

Clarence. The only recreational park spaces within census tract 147.01 are Memorial 

Park, and the Peanut Line Trail.  

Table 5: Youth Population in Clarence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6: Clarence Recreational Participants  

Participants in Youth 
Leagues 

2005 2008 2013 Change % 08-13 

          

Soccer 1,553 1,970 1,741 -11% 

Little League Football 170 175 206* +18% 

Girls Softball 792 725 530 -27% 

Little League Baseball 957 900 946 +5% 
        Table 6: *Little league football also had 93 cheerleaders in 2013. Additionally there were 208 Lacrosse participants.  

Census Tract  146.01 146.03 146.04 147.01 147.02 Total  

 Age             

      
 Under 5 255 180 392 270 337 1,434 

5 to 9 308 336 690 468 562 2,364 

10 to 14 326 395 744 542 321 2,328 

15 to 19 297 375 621 488 265 2,046 

              

Total  1,186 1,286 2,447 1,768 1,485 8,172 

Table 5: Data obtained from 2010 US Census. 
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Figure 4:  Youth Population in relation to Town Parks  
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Figure 5: Clarence Youth in relation to Baseball Fields 
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Figure 6: Clarence Youth in relation to Basketball Courts 
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Figure 7:  Clarence Youth in relation to Soccer Fields 
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Figure 8: Clarence Youth in relation to Tennis Courts 
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Conclusion and Recommendations  

Conclusion 

 Clarence’s total park and Greenprint space increasing. 

 Developed park space (recreational) has remained the same from 2005-2013.  

 Clarence total population increased 17.4% from 2000-2010, causing developed park 

acres per 1,000 people to decease.  

 Higher youth population and lack of recreation space in northern Clarence (north of 

Meadowlakes and Memorial Park).   

 The Town of Clarence reaches the national standard for most of the park facilities and 

amenities.  

 Youth recreation participation decreasing from 2009.  

 

Recommendations 

 Dedicate undeveloped green space into passive activities, (without compromising the 

existing natural landscape) which can include walking or hiking trails. (Beeman Creek 

Park and Nuchereno Preserve could be best fit for nature preserve walking trails).  

 As youth recreation numbers decrease as a whole, it would be sustainable not to 

increase the developed park (recreation space) in the Town of Clarence for the 

foreseeable future.  

 Strong interest and support continues in expanding and connecting the existing 

recreational trails in the Town of Clarence. A north-south connection would be a major 

asset to the town, and its residents.  

 


