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Thriving Public Schools are the foundation of thriving communities. The Clarence School 

District, as evidenced by the most recent Buffalo Business First ratings, is one of the most 

successful school districts in all of New York, public or private. The range of excellent 

programs extends beyond academics to art, music and athletics.  At a time of unprecedented 

budget cuts and uncertainties in state and local funding, a group of concerned citizens formed 

the Clarence Schools Enrichment Foundation (CSEF) to support the Clarence School District 

and ensure the continued success of the students, families, and community. Most of the CSEF 

board are parents whose kids have been impacted by classes that were eliminated during the last 

budget cycle. The Clarence Schools Enrichment Foundation is a non-profit, 501(c) (3) that is 

supported by private funding from individuals, organizations, and commercial enterprises. The 

long-term goal of CSEF is to create a fund for capital purchases and new enrichment programs. 

At the request of the administration, the CSEF main goal is embarking on a multiyear 

restoration initiative to restore clubs and athletic programs that have been cut by the 

administration and Board of Education following the budget shortfall. Members of the 

foundation include parents, educators, and students who work together to raise funding for 

enrichment needs and opportunities. The CSEF is proud of its all-volunteer force. They cast a 

wide net to solicit services and goods either for free or at greatly reduced costs in order to keep 

operating expenses low. In fiscal 2014, nearly 97 cents of every dollar directly benefited 

students.  While the CSEF board had originally planned for the fundraising to be a single-year 

initiative, the CSEF is now multiyear in nature. The CSEF’s true mission is to fund projects that 

augment what the district is offering. Once the clubs and athletics are restored, any additional 

money will be allocated to the general foundation fund. There have been costs for general 

operating expenses (website hosting, legal fees, PO Box, printing costs, etc.) which have been 

borne by the initial board, but going forward will need to come out of the general fund. The 

CSEF needs your help, and I urge you to get involved today! The CSEF is an IRS-recognized tax-

exempt charitable organization, and all donations are tax deductible. Donations to CSEF are 

also eligible for corporate employee matching, United Way and other benefactors to 

charitable organizations.  If you have questions about donating to the CSEF, please email 

donations@clarenceschoolfund.org. For a quicker way to donate, the CSEF has a website with 

a Paypal link. This is handy if you do not have the time to mail the CSEF a check or money 

order. 

   My thanks to all of the CSEF volunteers that have helped me prepare this column. Should 

you have any questions or suggestions about this article, please feel free to call me at 741-

8930, email dhartzell@clarence.ny.us or stop by the Supervisors office at Town Hall. My door 

is always open!   
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