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 A Work Session of the Clarence Town Board was held on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 

the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor David Hartzell called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Members of the Town 

Board present were Councilmembers Robert Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo, Patrick Casilio and 

Supervisor Hartzell.  Councilman Bernard Kolber was absent.  Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler, 

Director of Finance Pamela Cuviello and Karen Jurek were present. 

 

 James Burkard, Parks Crew Chief was present to discuss his budget.  Areas he would like 

to be addressed were:  Less part time clerk hours.  Would like increase to other equipment.  It is 

difficult to predict what will break down.  Gas & Oil was additionally reduced – fine if gas prices 

stay down.  The lines were cut for the proposed study. 

 Supervisor Hartzell said he made cuts based on spending from 2014.  The other $70,000 

was taken from where he cut other departments. 

 Councilman Casilio said the numbers that went up from the Supervisor’s budget were 

based on 2014 spending and year-to-date for this year.  They had in mind that there would be 

expenditures for the new bathroom facility. 

 

 Town Attorney Meckler suggested that since there are other departments who have 

requests, they listen to each and see what they think they can live with, and then make changes 

based on what we have to work with. 

 

 James Burkard said his main concerns are equipment and improvements. 

 

 James Dussing, Highway Superintendent said his concerns are:  additional funding for 

janitorial supplies and first aid, add to repair and maintenance; and more for chemicals which 

includes salt.  Pricing could go up 27%.  He would like to explore brine makers in the future. 

 

 Dawn Kinney, Youth Director said her biggest concern is the building.  She asked if Parks 

was going to take over any of the maintenance. 

 Supervisor Hartzell said it has worked out pretty good so far, he does not know why we 

would change. 

 Councilman Geiger said we have discussed having them take care of that building like they 

do all the others. 

 Supervisor Hartzell said Dawn could figure out what it costs her now. 

 Dawn said the building is starting to look shabby.  It needs landscaping, windows in front, 

and the floor.  She has submitted grants and is waiting to hear. 

 Councilman Casilio said he thinks the floor looks good.  He thought it was the new floor. 

 Dawn said the floor is an issue of looks and comfort, but the windows are extremely 

inefficient. 

 Supervisor Hartzell said she should make a dream list and get a quote so we can see what 

we can fit in. 

 Dawn said the floor is $10,000 to $13,000 with the materials under $3,000.  It costs $150 

to change two light bulbs.  The maintenance person does not do things like that.  Someone donated 

a basketball hoop, but she does not know who to call about things like that.  She needs to know 

what to do. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the issue is getting someone to do things like that and before 

you know it, it becomes a full time job. 

 Councilman Geiger said she is not a building maintenance person and needs to contact 

someone to take care of some of these things. 

   Dawn said the special programs line was lowered and that is what they do.  She would be 

fine with lower printing and advertising instead.  She will probably have to transfer some this year.  

Trapper paid for the summer brochure. 

 She appreciates that the seasonal position was put back in along with the part time hours.  

She asked if a decision was made on the Youth Activities Leader RPT position salary.  Karen said 

the request Dawn made did not include the 1% added this year to compute the correct 2% increase.  

The figure now reflects that.  Dawn recommends the hourly rate that her employee requested. 

 

 Animal Control Officer Jerry Schuler said his concern is with repair of vehicles line being 

reduced.  His van needs work now.  It has 91,000 miles on it.  It was suggested that he check with 

Jamie to see if he is up for a new vehicle next year.  The medical line will not be enough for rabies 
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shots to protect the employees.  He also wants to look at doing something in his building to cool 

the office area.  It was suggested to get a few prices and possibly get the unit this year. 

 

 Albert Weber, Assessor said with the retirement and hiring a part time person, they are 

already down 30,000 to 40,000.  The concern is with the professional services for legal issues.  

They have about ten commercial properties that are only beginning the process which could extend 

into next year. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said Chip Trapper is stuck at school.  His requests are $500 more 

in recreation supplies and $7,500 for the pool to add more tables and umbrellas.  They are always 

trying to make improvements at the pool.  He told him that they would like to expand the awning. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to enter into executive 

session at 5:50 p.m. pursuant to §105 (1)(f) of the open meetings law to discuss the employment 

history of particular individuals.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman 

Bernard Kolber.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to adjourn the executive 

session at 6:05 p.m.  No action was taken.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  

Councilman Bernard Kolber.  Motion carried. 

 

 Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler said the Board agreed to $12.50 as the rate for the RPT.  

The salary for the Highway Superintendent is increased to $81,000.  The Director of Recreation is 

$21,080 and his Deputy at $11,640. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the Planning Board did ask for an increase.  It is less than a 

$1,000 total. 

 Paul Shear added that it was $18,000 at one time and then he believes that it was reduced 

when Gerry Drinkard came on at his request.  Mr. Sackett is looking for a slight increase due to 

the amount of time put into it. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the request was for $13,000, $2,300 and $1,850.  He would 

like to discuss training. 

 Paul Shear said they do not want to go to New York.  The local training is just as good as 

it is in Saratoga.  We also have two members of the Planning Board involved in the Planning 

Federation.  All the training that we need next year is available in Batavia.  Everyone needs four 

hours next year. 

 

 Karen Jurek said the other department heads said they did not need to come in if there were 

no further changes. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to adjourn the work 

session at 6:30 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                         Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                              Town Clerk 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 


