
Just say NO! to new apartments in Clarence 

My vision of the Town of Clarence includes parks where our kids can play. It includes farms that provide 
jobs, fresh eggs and give Clarence that truly rural feel. It has trails where we can hike and paths where 
we can bike. What the vision does not include is apartments. I see Clarence as a single family town, with 
big front yards and a small swimming pool for the kids in the back. Add a dog or two and you have the 
Clarence that we all know and love. The problem with apartments in the Town of Clarence is that they 
bring hundreds or thousands of people to a community that is already the fastest growing town in Erie 
County. Add in the load on the school system and the extra traffic that multiple thousands create on our 
narrow, winding roads and you have a nasty situation that, once created, cannot be reversed. In 
addition, apartments in commercial districts take up space that could be used for purely commercial 
development. For example, an apartment complex that has 200 units yields the Town of Clarence about 
$100,000 in tax revenue. According to a local real estate developer, an apartment complex that has 200 
units will have 70 units with children. Of the 110 children who live in the complex, fifteen percent will be 
preschool or younger, leaving 94 to be enrolled in our schools. According to Clarence Central School 
District Business Manager Rick Mancuso, it costs $6,518 to send a child through grades K-6 and $9,191 
to send his teenage brothers and sisters through grades 7-12 in the Clarence School system. So, if you 
look at the revenue that an apartment complex produces, taxpayers of the Town of Clarence are on the 
hook and start to bleed the first day that the apartment complex opens. However, if a business (like a 
subsidy of Greatbach or Yahoo) was to develop that space, the entire $100,000 would go to the Town of 
Clarence, without any additional load on the schools.  

   The only exception to this rule is senior housing. The Town of Clarence Master Plan identifies senior 
housing as a need unmet, and we have an obligation to our seniors to provide affordable housing so that 
they can continue to live in Clarence and to be with their families. Senior housing does not put any load 
on the schools, and the footprint is usually half that of the average apartment complex. Smaller units, 
more green space, and a steady revenue stream to the town of Clarence in perpetuity.    

   Should you have any comments, please feel free to email dhartzell@clarence.ny.us or stop by Town 
Hall. My door is always open! 
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