[bookmark: _GoBack]The Town of Clarence accepted bids two weeks ago for a new Town of Clarence Police and Court Complex.  With careful planning by all involved the bids came in on budget. The Town awarded the project to Prime Contracts, with the goal of project completion by fall of 2017.  

The new complex will include the new New State Police barracks. The Town for almost 20 years has been trying to sign a long term lease with the State Police to keep them in Clarence. Last fall we were successful in securing a twenty-year lease with multi year extensions which will insure their presence in Clarence for decades.  

Over the years, as the State Police grew their operations, they had to move the Zone headquarters from Clarence, due to the small building they occupy now. The new Clarence barracks will be Zone II Headquarters again, which encompasses Erie and Wyoming Counties.  The Clarence barracks will continue to have a law enforcement patrol function, 24 hours a day, seven days a week in Erie County and all patrols will start in Clarence.  The Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) will continue to have several Investigators working a wide range of cases.  In total, the State will have nearly 40 law enforcement and administrative personnel in the new building to serve the local populace. 

The new 20,000 square foot building complex will be located on approximately 4 acres of property on the Town Hall Campus. The State Police will occupy about 10,000 square feet. The remainder of the building will have a new Court House and barracks for the Erie County Sheriff.  

The Sheriff’s Office is proud of its long time partnership with the Town Clarence and providing police services to Clarence residents. The Sheriffs road patrol are currently located at the Clarence Highway Garage.  They will continue their service to the Town from new Town Public Safety Complex with upgraded services. In 2015, Erie County Sheriff’s Office responded to nearly 9100 calls in the Town of Clarence.  The Clarence Substation is a Patrol District HQ where deputies can process paperwork and subjects, meet concerned citizens, and collect unwanted prescription drugs.  A new substation and work areas will provide road patrol deputies and detectives an efficient and dedicated area to conduct interviews and investigations. This new facility will ensure that Clarence remains the center point for Sheriff patrols in District 2 and the Town of Clarence. The Sheriff believes strongly in having a community presence and a new Public Safety Complex will allow the Erie County Sheriff’s Office to maintain a strong and dedicated presence in the Town of Clarence.

The remainder of the new building will be used for the Town Court System.  Clarence Courts now share rooms at the Town Hall.  At court night the Town hall is a very busy place without enough room to properly handle the case loads. In 1973 when the Town Hall was built there were under 10,000 people living in Clarence. With a population of now over 30,000 residents it was time for a new efficient and safe Court House.  With their new facility the Town will be able to handle court cases more efficiently and safer for all involved. 
