[bookmark: _GoBack]Last week the town of Clarence experienced their first significant snow fall of the season – and with that storm came a lot of calls to the Town Hall with questions and concerns.  We have been very fortunate to have such a mild winter this year – each non wintery day saves us at least $5,000 per day in salt cost.  However, since there are a handful of weeks of winter remaining, and a strong possibility of a few more heavy snowfalls, I have asked Clarence Highway Superintendent, James Dussing to help share some important reminders during the winter months for the Town of Clarence:

Road Monitoring.  The Highway Department monitors the roads 24-7 during the winter months.  All town roads can usually be cleared within 4-6 hours at the conclusion of a snow or ice event.  We have 12 routes (soon to be 13) that take about four hours each, totally 358 miles of road that need to be cleared every time we go out for a general snowfall.  The main roads, hills, and school zones are a priority and are attended to first.

Town Codes and Policies:  There is no parking on the Town of Clarence roads from 1:00am – 7:00am from November 1st through April 30th.  This allows for the Highway Department to clean up the streets and get things in shape overnight for the following day.  It is against the law to plow, shovel, sweep or pile snow, ice or other materials in or beyond the right of way of any public highway or cause such to be done so as to interfere with the safety and convenience of public travel.  

Contacting the Highway Department:  As previously mentioned, we monitor every road in Clarence during the winter months.  There is generally no need to call the office regarding the clearing of your street.  Additionally, the Highway Department never intentionally hits mailboxes.  Most of the damage is from the weight of the snow coming off the snowplow.  If your mailbox does get hit, or if you do have any major concerns, you can call the Highway Department at 741-3210.

Cooperation from all residents are very much appreciated, especially in heavy snow events such as the one we experienced last week.  Safety is our number one priority in this town, and we strive to keep the roads in the best possible condition at all times.  We have an excellent group of dedicated workers, with many of our employees having over 20-30 years of experience clearing roads in all sorts of conditions.

I would like to thank James Dussing for his contribution towards this article, and for all of his hard work throughout the year.  I would like to also thank the Highway Department for always making Clarence proud during the winter months.  I hope the remainder of your winter is safe, healthy and warm.          
