
1st ‘Soup with the Sup’ at Clarence Town Hall well received by 
local residents. 
 
   On March 18th, I hosted Erie County Legislator Edward Rath, Brian Poliner (his Chief of Staff), 
Erie County Highway Director of Engineering Charlie Sickler and eight residents from the Town 
of Clarence in a spirited discussion that covered roads, lights, and truck traffic in Clarence 
Center. This was the first ‘Soup with the Sup’, an innovative new program that allows Clarence 
residents to dine with me on a monthly basis at Town Hall. The soup and subs were purchased 
from The Clarence Pizza Company, an excellent local restaurant less than a mile from the 
meeting at Town Hall. Tim Smith is one of the most generous guys I know…he donates to 
every good cause in the Town of Clarence. It was my pleasure to purchase the first batch of 
soup and subs for our ‘Soup with the Sup” program from his fine restaurant. The soup and Subs 
were paid for by me, and no taxpayer dollars were used to fund this program. 
In going through the most recent town wide survey, I realized that Clarence taxpayers have 
questions that I would like to be able to sit-one on one- and discuss. Many folks who have jobs 
in Clarence work from 9-5PM, so they can’t drop in during the day to chat. ‘Soup with the Sup’ 
gives them an opportunity to come and visit after work, and to discuss whatever issues are on 
their mind. 
   Residents at our meeting of March 18th expressed their concern about the need for additional 
lighting in Clarence Center. Although several of the local merchants have erected classic gas 
style (electric) lamps, additional lighting was a need expressed by all of the local merchants and 
residents who were present. One possibility would be to have black, turn- of- the-century style 
gas lamps (electric) would run from the clock at the intersection of the four corners east to 
Railroad St., South to Brookside Dr., West to Long St. and North to Maple St. 
   Residents and merchants also asked if the town could crack down on the large semi-trailer 
trucks that have been using the Goodrich Road as a shortcut around Transit Road. Both Ed Rath 
and I will meet with officials at Tops to see if an alternate route can be chosen that would 
lessen the traffic through Clarence Center. In addition, many of the residents who were present 
complained about their trucks using their ‘Jake brakes’ to stop as they came through the 
Center. This topic will also be addressed when we meet with Tops early in April. 
Lastly, several residents asked if Conner Road could be restriped and the shoulders repaired to 
make the street safer for residents. Ed Rath and Charlie Sickler and I have been working on 
trouble spots along Conner Rd. over the last two months, and several improvements have been 
made. However, this is just the start. Additional improvements will be made over the next six 
months, and the fact that Ed Rath is the point man on the Erie County Legislature is a big help 
to the Town of Clarence.  
   The next ‘Soup with the Sup’ will take place on Monday, April 22nd at 5:30PM. The topic will 
be the Clarence Greenspace program, and several members of the Recreation Advisory 
Committee will be present. Due to space limitations, residents are asked to call Karen Jurek at 
741-8930 48 hours in advance to reserve a seat at the table. 
  Should you have any comments or questions, please feel free to email 
dhartzell@clarence.ny.us, call 741-8930 or stop by for a visit at Town Hall. My door is always 
open! 
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