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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 

October 26, 2016 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. Members of the Town 

Board present were Councilmember’s J. Paul Shear, Christopher Greene, Robert Geiger, 

and Peter DiCostanzo.  Other Town Officials present were, Assistant to the Supervisor 

Karen Jurek, Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat, Director of 

Administration and Finance Pamela Cuviello, Director of Community Development James 

Callahan, Assistant Planner Jonathan Bleuer and Planning Board Chairman Robert 

Sackett. 

Director of Community Development – James Callahan 

Public Hearing: 

Annual Public Hearing on potential funding ideas for use of Community Development 

Block Grant Monies.  The Town is a member of the Consortium of Erie County 

Governments, it is our only opportunity to get Federal Housing and Urban Development 

money for possible projects which would benefit low and moderate income persons in the 

Town.  Three possible projects that could benefit low and moderate income persons 

include fixing  the issue with the ADA compliant front door at the library, making the side 

entry door at Town Hall (west entrance) ADA compliant and Rural Transit Services.   

 

Formal Agenda items: 

Stephen Development/Fountain Court 9560 Main Street – mixed use project 

Applicant is proposing to demolish the motel and construct a new mixed use development 

including 24 total apartment units and commercial space along the Main Street frontage.  

The project also includes a 2-lot Open Development area to the north that will provide a 

buffer to adjoining large lot residential uses.  The proposed site is located on the north 

side of Main Street, north and east of Gunnville Road located in the Commercial and 

Residential Zones.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has final approval authority to 

allow for multiple family residential uses via a Special Exception Use Permit.  A public 

hearing is required to consider the Special Exception Use Permit.  The Zoning Board of 

Appeals has granted an area variance to allow for the 24 total residential units and the 

Planning Board has forwarded a recommendation on the project.  Councilman Shear 

stated that initially the applicant indicated that there would be no blasting on site.  

Subsequently, at the Planning Board meeting, they have indicated that there might be 

blasting.  Councilman Shear wants the applicant to be aware of the rules and how they 

are set forth by NY State. There are significant restrictions and requirements associated 

with blasting particularly being so close to the high school.      

 

BJ’s Wholesale Club 5183 Transit Road 

Applicant is seeking a permit to place a propane filling station on their property.  The 

proposed site is located on the east side of Transit Road, south of Greiner Road at 

existing Wholesale Club located in the Major Arterial Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town 

Board may consider a Special Exception Use Permit for a propane filling station.  Senior 

Building Inspector David Metzger submitted a memo today stating his concerns with the 

propane tank being located in close proximity to the gas station and the fire hydrant near 

the front entrance.  It would be wise to move it to the north and east of the building, it 

would be protected by the berm and out of the main traffic zone.   

Annual Renewal of Excavation Permits: 

Per the Town of Clarence Excavation Law, the Town Board annually approves Excavation 

Permits. This year there are 4 requests, all of which were approved last year.  Each 

applicant must submit their respective NYSDEC mining permits, bonds and 

corresponding fees before being placed on the formal Town Board agenda.  Renewal 
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requests were received from: Buffalo Crushed Stone, Emeritus Holdings, Lakeside Sod 

and Michael Development (fka 10001 Grand Corporation).   

Work Session items for consideration November 2, 2016: 

Spaulding Green Open Space Design Subdivision  

Applicant is seeking Final Plat Approval on the following phases of Spaulding Green: 

Phase 3A includes approximately 300 linear feet of Firefly Court and approximately 500 

linear feet of Waterleaf Court including 22 patio home lots.  Phase 4A includes 

approximately 1300 linear feet of Spaulding Green Parkway and approximately 900 linear 

feet of Herons Glen including 14 sub-lots.   Both phases are part of existing, previously 

approved Open Space Design Subdivision.  Development Plan approval was granted in 

2015 for Phases 3A and 4A.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has final approval 

authority to accept roads for public dedication and approving Final Plats.  A condition of 

Development Plan approval identified that Final Plat approval is conditioned on 

completion of the recreation trail to the gas line and installation of a traffic signal at the 

intersection of Thompson and Greiner Roads.  Mr. Piestrak has run into some obstacles 

with the traffic light however the recreational trail is in.  He has submitted a performance 

bond to insure that the traffic light will be installed.    

 

Comprehensive Plan 2030 

Director of Community Development James Callahan stated that the coordinated review 

under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) is over.  He would like to 

issue the Negative Declaration and put Comprehensive Plan 2030 on the agenda and 

schedule a Public Hearing for the December.  Comments were received from Erie County 

relative to affordable housing and several other items that are being addressed.   

 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio 

Motions: 

 Appoint Timothy Harris to the Plumbing and Drainage Board (this appointment is 

being made to fill a vacancy on the Board) 

 

 Approve Change Order No. P001 for the Police and Court Facility Project 

 

 Appoint Michael A. Becker to the position of Security Office PT 

 

 Award the survey, design and bid phase services for Alexander Drive and Elmcroft 

Sanitary Sewer Project to Greenman Pedersen, Inc.  

 

 Approve a Special Event/Block Party on Bent Grass Run October 30, 2016 

 

Time permitting, Supervisor Casilio has one Attorney-Client item to discuss in Executive 

Session. 

 

Supervisor Casilio did a follow up on several zombie homes this week.  Because of the 

law that Assemblyman Mickey Kearns helped pass, as of December 20th banks will be 

required to maintain properties.   A $500 fine will be imposed for those that do not comply. 

 

Supervisor Casilio forwarded to the Town Board the e-mails from Steven Diver regarding 

Ash Trees and grants available to replace diseased trees.  Councilman Shear will contact 

Mr. Diver.   

 

The new Going Places Van was put into service today.  Supervisor Casilio is trying to 

locate winter storage for both the Going Places Van and the Senior Center Van.   
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Supervisor Casilio was at Main Street Town Park, the Highway Department has been 

grinding up the brush and dead trees.  The grindings will be left as a base, this is an 

ongoing operation.   

 

The Preliminary Budget will be filed on Friday and the 2017 Budget will be adopted on 

November 2nd 2016. 

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

Motions: 

 Appoint Clerk PT for the Assessor’s Office 

 

 The Creepy Crawler Bicycle Pub Crawl is set for October 29, 2016 from 3PM – 

11PM.   

 

Councilman DiCostanzo commented on the bill regarding repairs on the Harris Hill and 

Wehrle Drive traffic light.  The bills were pulled and it appears that the repairs have been 

more expensive than before.  We have spent $4,200 on repairs/lights and the light is 

relatively new.   Highway Superintendent Dussing will contact the proper authorities to 

see what can be done.   

 

Councilman DiCostanzo thanked Supervisor Casilio, Karen Jurek, Councilman Geiger 

and Town Engineer Lavocat for helping out during “Shadow Day” sponsored by Clarence 

Rotary.   

 

There was a brief discussion at the IDA Meeting about potentially starting a local 

Development Corporation that could help make low interest loans to people especially if 

Main Street takes off, this is something that could be set up relatively easy.   

 

Parks Crew Chief James Burkard forwarded a copy of a letter he sent to a resident who 

used the large pavilion for a fund raising event (meat raffle). The applicant specified on 

their application that only 150 would be in attendance however, Parks Security reported 

that there was between 250 – 300 people in attendance.  There were cars parked all over 

and the Parks Department was left with a large mess to clean up, further the event was 

a fund raiser for an organization that is not located in the Town of Clarence.    

 

Time permitting, Councilman DiCostanzo has one item to discuss in Executive Session 

regarding the Employment History of a corporation. 

 

Councilman Robert Geiger 

Motions: 

 Authorize agents for the 2016-2017 Deer Management Assistance Program 

 

 Authorize the Supervisor to execute an agreement with the NYSDOT for a grant 

for the purchase and installation of security cameras for Clarence Hollow.  The 

funded amount is $14,000.   

 

Councilman Christopher Greene 

Motions: 

 Approve 2016- 2017 proposal from Sunrise Landscaping of WNY for snowplowing 

services at the Youth Bureau 10510 Main Street 
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Councilman J. Paul Shear 

Motions: 

 Set a Public Hearing for November 16, 2016 at 7:30PM to consider local historic 

landmark status for the property located at 4760 Goodrich Road 

 

 Set a Public Hearing for November 16, 2016 at 7:25PM to consider local historic 

landmark status for the property located at 4865 Meadowbrook Road 

 

 Grant from NYSDOT for Fire Hydrant Markers – authorization to execute 

agreement with the NSDOT for a grant for the purchase of fire hydrant markers in 

the amount of $11,000.   Labor cannot be part of this grant, it is just for the markers. 

 

At the October 12, 2016 Work Session, Councilman Shear distributed a letter from 

Planning and Zoning Department regarding the reconfiguration of Sheridan Drive within 

the Town of Clarence.  Councilman Shear asked for comments and direction from the 

Town Board.  James Callahan stated that before he forwards this to the NYS Regional 

Manager, he needed input from the Board.  Town Attorney Meckler suggested combining 

this with the Main Street study that is being done rather than to separate it out.  

Councilman Greene said that one of his concerns it that Sheridan Drive moves traffic off 

of Main Street.  Mr. Callahan stated that the reconfiguration would involve restriping of 

Sheridan Drive.  Town Engineer Lavocat stated that there is a fair amount of development 

slated for the Sheridan Drive/Harris Hill Road area and traffic will increase.    

 

Pam Cuviello distributed the financial statements and the third quarter results from LMHF.  

The town is running a deficit with LMHF however they are not real concerned with our 

numbers at this point.   

 

Supervisor Casilio noted that Karen Jurek has prepared a chart that provides before and 

after budget figures for the fire departments, she has also copied sections out of the 

budget so the Board does not have to keep referring back to the Preliminary Budget.   

 

Fire Companies – 2017 Budget Review 

Clarence Center VFC 

Thomas Brady and Gregory Woodruff representing Clarence Center VFC submitted their 

budget and stayed within the tax cap.  Future projects include a new roof.  There are five 

HVAC units which need to be evaluated along with the boiler.  They are also considering 

the purchase of land to the north.  They have one year left on their mortgage.  Projected 

costs for Workers Compensation - $23,500.  Fire Phones $1,835. LOSAP $109,200. 

 

East Amherst VFC 

Gregory Skibitsky representing East Amherst VFC requests $271,086 for their 2017 

budget an increase of $1,178 from last year and within the tax cap.  East Amherst VFC 

has recruited ten new firefighters.  There are new requirements for turnout gear so they 

are in the process of replacing any outdated equipment (helmet, coat, pants, boots, and 

gloves).   They are also in the process of purchasing two new fire engines and will take 

delivery in December. They have savings of $600,000 for the purchase and will borrow 

$600,000 at 2.5% interest rate.   The maintenance costs and large repair bills for the two 

engines being replaced has increased so it was time to replace them.  East Amherst VFC 

is also upgrading their vehicle exhaust system, Rescue 7 will need replacement, roof 

replacement at Station 1 and paving at Station 2, they are making improvements to their 

training area as well.   
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Harris Hill VFC 

Marc Bandelian, Stephan Scalzo, Michael Schreiber Jr and Ronald Kamholz were 

present representing Harris Hill VFC.  Marc Bandelian stated that they are requesting 

$743,650 which is within the tax cap.    A print out was distributed listing the number of 

calls Harris Hill VFC has responded to (424 total calls since January) the second 

document gave a breakdown of their apparatus status.  They are working on the 

replacement of a 24-year old pumper.  The rest of their apparatus is aging as well, 

typically it lasts about 20 years before it is replaced.  Technology and maintenance costs 

exceed what the apparatus is valued for.  They have purchased an in-house Cascade 

Filling System to fill their air bottles which saves a substantial amount of money each 

year.   

 

Mr. Scalzo would like to work with the Town and possibly use some of their operating 

budget for tuition reimbursement for some of their younger members.  They are also 

looking for grants to replace their physical fitness equipment and in addition to that, 

possibly looking into purchasing some radio repeaters for area commercial buildings 

where the reception is poor.   

 

Mr. Scalzo would also like to possibly use some of the Avoidable Alarm monies to bring 

in an outside speaker for training. 

 

Rapids VFC   

Paul Ast and LaVerne Bowen were present representing Rapids VFC.  They are 

requesting $42,729 which is within the tax cap.  Their new fire truck is currently being 

assembled ($550,000) they are hoping to take delivery in January.  With the collapse of 

Tonawanda Creek Road, Swormville VFC has helped out Rapids VFC.  Rapids still 

maintains two ambulances.  They are now certified ALS (Advanced Life Support) so if 

Twin City Ambulance cannot respond, Rapids VFC is available to help as well.   

 

Swormville VFC 

Stephen Moeller and Maria Cook representing Swormville VFC recognize the limitations 

that the Town is working under (tax cap) and felt it was in their best interest to keep in line 

with the budget numbers the town discussed with them. They have done the same with 

the Town of Amherst.  Both East Amherst VFC and Swormville VFC will no longer be 

under the Town of Clarence Length of Service Award Program.  At some point, Amherst 

will take over the assets and the finances of the LOSAP Program, most likely it will not 

create any significant change.  Stephen Moeller said that they would lose life insurance 

and that is a real concern for his members.  Also East Amherst has a lower entitlement 

age of 55 and Swormville does not.  Town Attorney Meckler stated that this would not 

change how the plan is administered, the only change would be how the plan is invested.   

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 7:00 PM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk  
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,        

October 26, 2016 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Pledge to the flag was 

led by Councilman Paul Shear, followed by a prayer given by Councilman Robert Geiger. 

 

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers J. Paul Shear, Christopher 

Greene, Robert Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo and Supervisor Patrick Casilio.    Other Town officials 

present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, Town Attorney Lawrence 

Meckler and Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to accept the 

minutes of the work session and regular meetings held October 12, 2016.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

Councilmembers Shear, Greene, Geiger and DiCostanzo; Noes:  None.  Recuse:  Supervisor 

Casilio as he was not present.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear that upon the 

recommendation of Timothy Lavocat, Town Engineer, to appoint Timothy Harris to the Plumbing 

and Drainage Board at the budgeted rate of pay beginning October 27, 2016 and ending December 

31, 2016, subject to receipt of all pre-employment paperwork and pre-employment requirements 

being met.  

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this appointment is being made to fill a vacancy 

on the Plumbing and Drainage Board. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to approve Change 

Order No. P001 to the Contract between the Town of Clarence and MLP Plumbing and 

Mechanical, Inc. for the Town of Clarence Court and Police Project in the total amount of 

$4,799.00. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this Change Order is for all labor, equipment and 

materials, fittings and connections associated with relocation of the proposed fire department 

connection as part of the building fire protection system as required by the Fire Chief.  To be paid 

from Capital Project 1502. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to appoint Michael A. 

Becker to the positon of Security Officer PT at the rate of $11.22/hour effective October 29, 2016, 

subject to receipt of all pre-employment paperwork and pre-employment requirements being met. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this appointment is being made to fill the position 

left vacant due to the resignation of Philip Montante III.  Mr. Becker is a Clarence resident. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to award the Survey, 

Design and Bid Phase Services for the Alexander Drive and Elmcroft Court Sanitary Sewer Project 

to Greenman Pedersen, Inc. of Buffalo New York in the amount of $53,015.44 per the proposal 

dated October 7, 2016 and to authorize the Supervisor to sign and enter into an agreement with 

Greenman Pedersen upon review and approval of the Town Attorney and New York State 

Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this is to be paid from a combination of New York 

State EFC Grant funding, Clarence Sewer District No.9 Fund Balance and Clarence Sewer District 

No. 9 Capital Fund Balance. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said the New York State law regarding zombie homes is going to change 

around December 20th because of Mickey Kearns efforts.  We have already seen an increase in 

effort by financial institutions to make those houses available for sale.  Some of our longstanding 

abandoned houses may go up for sale around that date. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said the Town was awarded two grants from the State with the help of 

Assemblywoman Jane Corwin.  We were awarded $11,000 for fire hydrant markers and $14,000 

to help finish the Hollow security camera project which will be dedicated in memory of Joan Diver. 
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 Supervisor Casilio said he will present the Preliminary Budget to the Town Clerk on 

Friday.  The public hearing will be held on November 2nd. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the following 

special event: 

 

 Special Event/Block Party:   Neighborhood Parade/Trunk or Treat on Bent Grass  

     Run from Goodrich Road to Rosecroft. 
  

 Date: Sunday, October 30, 2016 

  Event Hours are from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

 

 Number of People Expected:  approximately 60-80+/- 

 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said the event is for a neighborhood Halloween Parade 

and trick or treat event.  All the appropriate agencies and the Clarence Highway Dept. will be 

notified by the applicant. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried.   

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the Creepy Crawler Pub Ride will be held Saturday, October 

29th beginning at 3pm.  It is promoted by the Discover Main Street group.  It starts and ends at 

Penny Lane Café. 

  

 Councilman DiCostanzo thanked Jonathan Bleuer from Planning & Zoning, Town 

Engineer Tim Lavocat, Supervisor Casilio and Councilman Geiger for assisting in the Rotary 

Shadow Day for about 15 students. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the Parks Department along with help from the Highway 

Department have cleared some brush at the Main Street Park on some additional land we have had.  

It gives the park a different look. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger that upon the 

recommendation of Albert Weber, Assessor, to appoint Trina Boller as Clerk-PT for the Assessor’s 

Office at the rate of $13.5252 per hour effective October 31, 2016 subject to receipt of all pre-

employment paperwork and pre-employment requirements being met. 

 On the question, Councilman DiCostanzo said this appointment is being made to fill the 

opening due to the resignation of Amy Major from the position in the Assessor’s Office.  Ms. 

Boller is a resident of the Town of Clarence. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Greene that the Clarence Town 

Board hereby authorizes the following as agents for the Deer Abatement Program for the 2016-

2017 season:   Martin Bronisz, Daniel C. Gamin, Peter Forrestel, Dennis Londos, Ronald Martin, 

Nello Paolucci, Michael Petroci, Frederick Rathgeber, Rick Richert, Charles Riggio, Michael 

Schlabach, Carl Schultz and Joseph Weiss.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Councilman Geiger said this program has been going on for many years.  The deer are 

beautiful, but they are also a problem sometimes. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Shear that the Clarence Town 

Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to execute an agreement with the New York State 

Department of Transportation for a grant for the purchase and installation of Security Cameras for 

the Clarence Hollow.  The funded amount is $14,000.00, NYSDOT Grant TM 31336.  Upon roll 

call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to approve and 

authorize the Supervisor to sign the proposal from Sunrise Landscaping of WNY to provide Snow 

Plowing at the Clarence Youth Bureau located at 10510 Main Street for an amount not to exceed 

$2,163.00 commencing November 1, 2016 and ending March 31, 2017.  This agreement includes 

the fee for materials, installation and removal of a snow fence on the east side of the property.  

Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to set a public hearing for 

November 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. to consider local historic landmark status for the property located 

at 4760 Goodrich Road. 

 On the question, Councilman Shear said an application for designation was made by 

property owners Paul and Rose Dabrowski. The Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed 

the application and forwarded a recommendation for local historic landmark status. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to set a public hearing for 

November 16, 2016 at 7:25 p.m. to consider local historic landmark status for the property located 

at 4865 Meadowbrook Road. 

 On the question, Councilman Shear said an application for designation was made by 

property owners Paul and Trudy Skowron. The Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed 

the application and forwarded a recommendation for local historic landmark status. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said all of the applications have been by volunteers. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Greene that the Clarence Town 

Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to execute an agreement with the New York State 

Department of Transportation for a grant for the purchase of Fire Hydrant Markers, NYSDOT 

Grant TM 31335, in the amount of $11,000.00.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider entering into a contract with Clarence Center Vol. 

Fire Company, Inc. for fire protection in the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for an amount 

not to exceed $823,428.00.  Tom Brady, treasurer and Gregory Woodruff, director were present 

from the fire company.   

 Supervisor Casilio said they met with the fire companies in the prior work session.  He set 

the bar to come in matching the tax cap, which they did. 

 With no one speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman Geiger, seconded 

by Councilman Shear to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on October 26, 2016, and after all 

interested parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board agrees to enter into a contract with 

the Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Company for fire protection for the year 2017 for an amount 

not to exceed $823,428.00. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said he is a volunteer fireman with Clarence Fire Dist. 

No. 1 which has nothing to do with the Town of Clarence budget process or LOSAP.  He will be 

voting on the contracts. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider entering into a contract with East Amherst Fire 

Department for fire protection in the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for an amount not to 

exceed $271,086.00.  Jim Keddie, president and Greg Skibitsky, treasurer of the fire company 

were present. 

 Supervisor Casilio said their budget is split with the Town of Amherst. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said it is considerably less than some others because most of their 

district is in Amherst. 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman DiCostanzo, 

seconded by Councilman Geiger to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman Shear to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on October 26, 2016, and after all 

interested parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board agrees to enter into a contract with 

the East Amherst Volunteer Fire Company for fire protection for the year 2017 for an amount not 

to exceed $271,086.00. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 A Public Hearing was held to consider entering into a contract with Harris Hill Volunteer 

Fire Company, Inc. for fire protection in the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for an amount 

not to exceed $743,650.00.  Marc Bandelian, president and Stephan Scalzo, treasurer were present 

from the fire company. 

 Supervisor Casilio said we discussed things with them earlier in the work session and he 

thanked them for coming in under the tax cap. 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman DiCostanzo, 

seconded by Councilman Geiger to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on October 26, 2016, and after all 

interested parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board agrees to enter into a contract with 

the Harris Hill Volunteer Fire Company for fire protection for the Town of Clarence for the year 

2017 for an amount not to exceed $743,650.00. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Applications - A.  Boy Scout Troop 93 – March 5, 2017; Legion Hall 

Applications -  A.  Clarence Girl Scouts – Oct. 28, 2016; B.  Amber Smith – Nov. 5, 2016; C.  

Kristen Webster – Nov. 19, 2016; D.  Kimberly Kinsman – Dec. 23, 2016; E.  Kate Buchbinder – 

Dec. 26, 2016; F.  Andrew Smith – Jan. 21, 2017; G.  Lisa Bonaventura – March 25, 2017.  Upon 

roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried.   

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Shear that after proper audit 

and review by the Town Board, the following bills of October 20, 2016 are approved for payment:  

General Fund - $142,090.28; Highway Fund - $64,880.70; Water District - $1,104.00; Fire 

Protection Districts - $532.52; Drainage District - $112,831.21; Lighting District - $685.00; Sewer 

Districts - $32.77; Capital Fund - $60,891.17; and Trust & Agency 203 - $21,241.92 for a total 

amount of $404,289.57.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider entering into a contract with Rapids Volunteer Fire 

Company, Inc. for fire protection in the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for an amount not to 

exceed $42,729.00.  Supervisor Casilio said their representatives left after the work session.  This 

is a small amount because the area they cover is only about a square mile in Clarence. 

 With no one speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman Geiger, seconded 

by Councilman Greene to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on October 26, 2016, and after all 

interested parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board agrees to enter into a contract with 

the Rapids Volunteer Fire Co. for fire protection for the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for 

an amount not to exceed $42,729.00. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio welcomed Carol Conwall representing the Historic Preservation 

Commission and Keith Parwulski from the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 Consider Annual Excavation Permit Renewals for the following: 

  A.  Buffalo Crushed Stone; B.  Emeritus Holdings 

  C.  Michael Development; D.  Lakeside Sod 

 James Callahan said all applications and appropriate paperwork is in and we can now set a 

public hearing to consider renewals. 

 Supervisor Casilio said the purpose of the public hearing is to hear of any complaints or 

issues. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Shear to set a public hearing for 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. to consider the Annual Excavation Permit Renewals 
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for the following:  A.  Buffalo Crushed Stone; B.  Emeritus Holdings; C.  Michael Development 

and D.  Lakeside Sod.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider entering into a contract with Swormville Fire 

Company, Inc. for fire protection in the Town of Clarence for the year 2017 for an amount not to 

exceed $227,260.00.  Supervisor Casilio said this is a split budget with the Town of Amherst also. 

 Stephen Moeller, president and Maria Cook, vice president were present. 

 With no one speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman Shear, seconded by 

Councilman DiCostanzo to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on October 26, 2016, and after all 

interested parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board agrees to enter into a contract with 

the Swormville Volunteer Fire Company for fire protection for the year 2017 for an amount not to 

exceed $227,260.00. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Stephen Development/Fountain Court Mixed Use Development requests a public hearing 

to consider a Special Exception Use Permit for a mixed use project including multiple family 

housing at 9560 Main Street.  James Callahan said the location is the north side of Main Street 

opposite Gunnville Road consisting of a vacant motel in the Commercial and Residential Zones.  

The applicant is proposing to demolish the motel and construct a mixed use development.  A 

Negative Declaration was issued on the project.  A variance was granted by the Zoning Board of 

Appeals for the density.  The Planning Board forwarded a recommendation and a public hearing 

must be held for the Town Board to make the final determination for a Special Exception Use 

Permit. 

 Dave Sutton, architect and Noel Dill, Stephen Development were present.  Mr. Sutton said 

the building has 18,000 square feet on the first floor for small scale retail space.  The second floor 

will be approximately 1,100 sq. ft. two-bedroom apartments with entrances at the back of the 

building.  They are also proposing two buildings, each with five townhouse style units.  There are 

also two estate lots with entry from Goodrich Road to act as a buffer to the neighboring properties.  

They are adding a walking path on the site as recommended by the Planning Board.  The entrance 

to the property is in line with the intersection of Gunnville and Main and they removed the second 

egress to the site. 

 Noel Dill said they do have samples of the finishes to the buildings.  Dave Sutton added 

that it has been noted that the Town is looking for an upgrade in the quality of the materials.  This 

will be up a notch from the first project at the corner of Goodrich.  They are using a cultured stone, 

an Azek material for the panels, gooseneck lights and wood-like panels.  They will present that 

further at the Planning Board. 

 Supervisor Casilio asked if they could connect with Dr. Tiso’s parking lot in the future. 

 Noel Dill said they have had conversations, but one issue is the septic system in the back.  

They are always open to discuss it. 

 Councilman Shear said an issue that may come up is blasting.  The SEQR document said 

that it probably was not going to happen.  There are regulations and expenses to that. 

 Noel Dill said in some cases you can get things done a lot quicker.  They want to do 

whatever is least disruptive to the neighbors.  There is no firm decision at this time.  They presume 

that there is going to be a lot of rock on the site.  Blasting is very strictly regulated and monitored. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he had hammering behind him the whole month of August.  He 

would rather have had it done all in one day by blasting.  They were hammering on the previous 

project for a long time.   

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger to set a public 

hearing for Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 7:20 p.m. to consider a Special Exception Use 

Permit for a mixed use project including multiple family housing at 9560 Main Street.  Upon roll 

call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 BJ’s Wholesale requests referral to the Planning Board prior to consideration of a Special 

Exception Use Permit for a propane filling station at 5183 Transit Road.  James Callahan said the 

location is within Eastgate Plaza in the Major Arterial Zone.   
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 Sean Hopkins said the proposed facility would occupy approximately 450 sq. ft. of the site.  

The Zoning Law requires that the facility be located at least 100 ft. from any residential zoning 

use or residential zone.  It was suggested by Dave Metzger, building inspector back in 2001 to 

place the facility on the north side rather than the east side.  They can look at that. 

 Supervisor Casilio said they discussed in the work session that they are not in favor of 

moving the project forward until there is a different location. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said he believes that is the feeling of the whole board.  They also 

want to know what the need is for a filling station rather than an exchange. 

 Sean Hopkins said he asked that it be placed on the next agenda to give him a chance to 

talk to his client about moving it. 

 Supervisor Casilio said they would like to see new drawings at a different location.  He 

does not want there to be any confusion on where it would go, if at all.  He also asked if they would 

also consider an exchange program. 

 Sean Hopkins said if he cannot meet the deadline by Friday, then they will ask to be placed 

on the following agenda. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he would like to know the parameters for filling tanks.  The 

unknown of who would be doing it is also an issue. 

 James Callahan said a propane exchange does not require a Special Exception Use Permit. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to provide the opportunity for citizens to express community 

development and housing needs for possible projects which would benefit low and moderate 

income persons in the Town to be submitted for possible funding by the Federal Community 

Development Block Grant Program. 

 James Callahan said as a member of the consortium of Erie County Governments, the Town 

of Clarence is eligible to apply for Federal Community Development Block Grant Funds 

administered by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The requirements are 

to benefit low and moderate income persons.  This hearing is to allow citizens to submit ideas for 

projects. 

 Mr. Callahan said in speaking with some members of the community, they have put 

together some suggestions.  The first is the entrance to the library that would benefit from ADA 

compliance improvements.  The second is the Town Hall west entrance that is heavily used by the 

public.  It is not ADA compliant like the front entrance is.  The last suggestion is the funding for 

Rural Transit which we put in annually. 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman Greene, 

seconded by Councilman Shear to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried.  

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Clarence Town Board is desirous to provide services to low and moderate 

income persons who reside in the Town of Clarence; and 

 WHEREAS, the Clarence Town Board set a public hearing for October 26, 2016 at 7:40 

p.m.  to provide an opportunity for public input to the citizens of the Town to express community 

development and housing needs and possible projects that would benefit low and moderate income 

persons residing in the Town; and 

 WHERAS, the Clarence Town Board will consider and submit all projects that qualify for 

the Community Development Block Grant program for CDBG funds. 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that a meeting of the Clarence Town Board duly convened on Wednesday, 

October 26, 2016, a public hearing was held, and after all interested parties having been heard, the 

Clarence Town Board hereby authorizes Patrick Casilio, Supervisor of the Town of Clarence, Erie 

County, New York, to sign, submit and execute a contract with the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) for the following projects upon approval of CDBG: 

  

  1. Clarence Library Entryway / ADA Compliance Improvements 

 

  2. Clarence Town Hall Entryway / ADA Compliance Improvements 

 

  3. Rural Transit Services  

 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Shear to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 WHEREAS, Rural Transit Service, Inc. provides transportation services to eligible, low 

and moderate income persons who reside in the Towns of Clarence, Newstead and Village of 

Akron; and  

 WHEREAS, the Clarence Town Board continues its support of Rural Transit Service, Inc. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 RESOLVED, that the Clarence Town Board, at this duly convened meeting, hereby 

authorizes Supervisor Patrick Casilio to sign onto the Rural Transit Service, Inc. for the 2017-2018 

Community Development Block Grant year. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Casilio adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                               Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                     Town Clerk 
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