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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 
November 28, 2018 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Casilio called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. Members of the Town Board 

present were Christopher Greene, Robert Geiger and Peter DiCostanzo.  Councilman 

Shear was absent     Other Town Officials present were Assistant to the Supervisor Karen 

Jurek, Director of Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski, Town Attorney 

Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat, Director of Community Development 

James Callahan, Assistant Director of Community Development Jonathan Bleuer, Senior 

Building Inspector David Metzger and Planning Board Chairman Robert Sackett.   

Director of Community Development – James Callahan 

Formal Agenda items: 

Benderson Development 5183 Transit Road 

Applicant is seeking approvals necessary to construct a 10,000+/- square foot outparcel 

building in front of the existing BJ’s Wholesale Club.  The proposed site is located in the 

existing retail plaza on the east side of Transit Road, south of Greiner Road in the Major 

Arterial Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has an opportunity to comment on 

commercial buildings in the Major Arterial Zone prior to forwarding to the Planning Board 

for review and approval.  Traffic flow and architectural style will need to be addressed in 

reviewing this project.  An action under SEQRA will be required. 

 

Domenic Piestrak – Clarence Center Traditional Neighborhood (TND) Project 

The applicant is proposing a 40+/- lot Open Space Design Subdivision.  The proposed 

site is situated on the south side of Clarence Center Road, east of Herr Road on existing 

vacant land consisting of 68+/- acres in the Residential Single Family Zone within 

Clarence Sewer District #2.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has final approval 

authority to allow for Open Space Design Developments.  A full environmental review of 

the proposal will be necessary prior to acting on the application.  Referral to the Planning 

Board will initiate formal review.  A downstream sewer capacity analysis will have to be 

done as well.   

 

Brothers of Mercy 10507 Bergtold Road 

Applicant is proposing a relocation and expansion of existing assisted living units and 

memory care.  The proposed site is located on the northwest corner of Ransom Road 

and Bergtold Road at existing senior housing, assisted living and rehabilitation center 

located on a 92+/- acre campus in the Restricted Business Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, 

the Town Board will have final approval authority for assisted living units via a Special 

Exception Use Permit.  The Planning Board has issued a Negative Declaration on the 

project and approved the Concept Plan.  A public hearing will be scheduled to consider 

the Special Exception Use Permit required for the project. 

 

Domenic Piestrak – Spaulding Green Open Space Design Subdivision 

Applicant is proposing an amendment to Phases VII and Phase VIII of the approved 

design of the existing previously approved Open Space Design Subdivision consisting of 

380+/- sub-lots in a residential single family classification.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town 

Board has final approval authority for approving and amending Open Space Design 

Developments.  The Planning Board has forwarded a recommendation on the proposed 

amendments and issued a Negative Declaration under SEQRA.    

 

Brookfield Country Club – 5120 Shimerville Road 

Brookfield Country Club is requesting a Fireworks Display Permit for December 1, 2018 

at 5120 Shimerville Road.  All appropriate paperwork, fees, insurance and Fire Chief 

approvals are on file in the Planning and Zoning Office.  Supervisor Casilio suggested 
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doing a “blanket” approval for Brookfield Country Club instead of getting approvals for 

each event they host.   

 

Work Session items for consideration December 12, 2018: 

John Vaccaro 7081 Transit Road 

Applicant is proposing to construct a pole barn on existing residential property located on 

the east side of Transit Road south of Lapp Road in the Swormville TND.  Per the Zoning 

Law, the Town Board has final approval authority for uses and structures in the TND.  The 

applicant has stated that the building will be for personal use and not a business. 

 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio 

Motions: 

 Authorize Erie County Sewerage Management to perform Operation and 

Maintenance Services - Main Street Town Park Sanitary Sewer Pump Station 

 

 Approve contract extension for Main Street Sidewalk Project 

 

 Amend Clarence Street Lighting Specifications 

 

 Award Programming Phase Services for Highway Department Facility 

Improvements Project 

 

 Appoint position of Engineering Aide PT-Seasonal 

 

 Approval for Highway Department Superintendent Dussing,  Charles McNiff and 

Paul Englert to attend a DOT Training Seminar 

 

Mary Seminario is requesting Town Board approval to place a Free Library in Sunset 

Park.  Supervisor Casilio stated that if the library is placed in the park, it may require 

maintenance and there may be liability issues that will have to be clarified.  Girl Scout 

Troop 31498 is also requesting approval to place a Free Library at the Youth Bureau.   

 

Youth Bureau Executive Director Dawn Kinney is requesting approval to change 

janitorial services. 

 

A Work Session is scheduled for December 5th at 9:00 AM to discuss the 2019 

Organizational agenda.   

 

Interviews will be conducted for the Zoning Inspector PT position.   

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

Motions: 

 Transfer of Funds in the 2018 Swimming Pool Budget 

 

 Amend motion to correct typo in address 

 

 Purchase portion of property at 8525 Main Street by the Town of Clarence 

 

The Audit Committee will meet on Friday at 8:30 AM in the Kathy Hallock Room.   

 

An informational meeting hosted by the NYS DOT regarding the proposed Sheridan Drive 

pavement maintenance project is scheduled for November 29, 2018 at 4:00 PM in the 

Town Hall auditorium.    
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Councilman DiCostanzo has one Attorney-Client item to discuss in Executive Session. 

 

 

Councilman Robert Geiger 

Councilman Geiger attended the Conservation Committee meeting last week at the 

Nature Center.  Peter Wolfe discussed the Deer Nuisance Program.   

 

Councilman Christopher Greene 

Motions: 

 Transfer funds in the 2018 Youth Bureau Budget 

 

 Announce resignation of Darlene Schaefer from Youth Board 

Councilman Green has one item to discuss in Executive Session regarding the 

employment history of an individual.  

 

Town Engineer Tim Lavocat 

Notices are being mailed to residents along Main Street informing them of their 

responsibility to keep their sidewalks clear of snow.   

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to § 105(1) F of the Open Meetings Law to discuss the employment 

history of an individual and § 105(1) D pending litigation. Upon roll call – Ayes: 

Councilman Greene, Councilman Geiger, Councilman DiCostanzo; Noes: None.  Absent: 

Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried.   

  

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 5:32PM.  Upon roll call – Ayes: Councilman Greene, Councilman Geiger, 

Councilman DiCostanzo; Noes: None.  Absent: Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried.  No action taken. 

 

The Work Session reconvened at 5:34 PM. 

 

Mary Seminario – Little Free Library 

Mary Seminario is requesting Town Board approval to install two Little Free Libraries at 

Sunset Park (which is across the street for her home on Harris Hill Road).  One would be 

specific for children, the other would be for adults.  Ms. Seminario would be the care taker 

and provide books for both libraries for the foreseeable future.  Ms. Seminario did not 

have an example of the proposed library but suggested the Town Board could go to the 

website (Little Free Library. Org) to see the different displays. She said her neighbor is a 

carpenter and would build a standard structure, nothing unusual.  The Rotary Club of 

Amherst South would like to sponsor some or all of the costs of the construction.  

Supervisor Casilio asked what the responsibility would be of the Town of Clarence.  Mary 

Seminario stated that the park location would be the responsibility of the town, she would 

like to place the two libraries at the end of the parking lot on either side of the path leading 

into the park.  Supervisor Casilio said Councilman Geiger will be in contact with Ms. 

Seminario.   

 

Girl Scout Troop 31498 – Little Free Library 

Several Girl Scouts from Troop 31498 were present to request Town Board approval to 

install a Free Library at the Clarence Youth Bureau.  They have received permission from 

Executive Director Dawn Kinney to place the Free Library in a green space area in front 

of the Youth Bureau building.  The Town Board would like to see a diagram of the 

proposed Free Library and the exact location.  The Girl Scouts will be covering all the 



241 
 

costs and getting the books donated.  Someone will check the library once or twice a 

month to restock with books.  Councilman DiCostanzo said that the Board will need a 

diagram of the proposed library, the location and details as to who will be maintaining it.    

 

Paul Stephen 9560 Main Street (applicant was not on the agenda) 

David Sutton, the architect representing Paul Stephen’s project at 9560 Main Street was 

present to discuss the Stop Work Order they received yesterday from Code Enforcement. 

This project has been in the works for several years and was approved based on the 

concept sketch presented at the time.   A Stop Work Order was issued yesterday because 

the project has deviated from the original approved concept plan.  A new drawing was 

presented to the Board.  Mr. Sutton said that he respects that Boards decision and the 

powers that be who issued the Stop Work Order, they are here today to present the new 

direction that the project has gone.  They are not here today to request any approvals for 

the new plan.  The Stop Work Order was a cease and desist on the entire project.  He 

understands the deviation in the façade, there are some color changes but the material, 

the finishes, the quality is all very respectfully done but they have taken a different 

direction and made some slight variations to the plan.  A letter was submitted to Mr. 

Callahan and Mr. Lavocat explaining to them what those changes were per their request. 

Mr. Sutton is here today to request permission to go ahead with whatever provisions 

necessary to get the appropriate approvals and to present their case.  Most importantly 

he asked the Board to remove the Stop Work Order for the project with the exception of 

everything associated with the front façade.  

 

Supervisor Casilio said that the handout just presented to the Board has changed again 

from earlier today.  The awnings are different, the goose neck lights are gone, and the 

balconies are gone.  Councilman DiCostanzo had a color rendering of the original project 

that was presented to the Town Board and the Planning Board which is what their 

approval was based on.  The project as constructed looks nothing like the building that 

the Board based their approval on, the entire building looks different.   

 

Supervisor Casilio said that he is disappointed that this has happened again because the 

Planning Board and Mr. Sutton spent a lot of time to get this project approved.  The Board 

received no acknowledgement that any changes were being made.  For the second time, 

the building deviated from the original concept and no one thought to contact the Town 

Board about it.  Their first building at Goodrich Road and Main Street was constructed 

using Styrofoam brick.  What the Board thought was going to be masonry brick, turned 

out to be Styrofoam skirting which is why this project was on the radar. The project at 

Goodrich Road and Main Street is still not done, there is landscaping that was promised 

and is not done.   All the time and employee time that went into this project to get it 

approved and then changes are made without notifying the proper town departments at 

all.   

 

David Sutton stated that he respects what is being said and would like the opportunity to 

go through the process to make the necessary corrections.  He respectfully request that 

they do not do anything further on the façade until they get the approval from the Planning 

Board and the Town Board and whoever else.  He is requesting the work continue on the 

sprinkler system and the water system.  Supervisor Casilio said that his concern is that if 

you start dry-walling the inside and then the Board decides the windows have to come 

out, then more changes will have to be made.    Mr. Sutton said that they would not do 

anything to the front façade either inside or out and they would be subject to any and all 

changes as a result of the process.   

 

Councilman DiCostanzo stated that they are not talking small changes, in reviewing the 

original approved plan, there were five dormers and twenty-nine windows.  The new plan 
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has fifteen windows.  This is a major change and it changed the entire look of the building. 

The Planning Board was very specific as to the finishes on the garages.  Supervisor 

Casilio said that the plans call for hardie board/concrete and not vinyl siding.  Mr. Sutton 

said that the garages and the townhouses were approved for premium vinyl siding.   

 

David Sutton said that they would go through the approval process and be subject to the 

approval of this Town Board.  He understands the predicament that they are in.  He is 

trying to be sympathetic to his client who is going to experience an incredible financial 

burden.  Internal work will allow the project to keep moving along, no work would be done 

to the exterior façade until a resolution with this Town Board can be reached.  

 

Mr. Sutton stated that he will go back to his client to make sure there are no changes to 

the entire site and if there are, they will be documented. 

 

The Town Board was in favor of lifting the Stop Work Oder for the interior work on the 

building. 

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 6:00 PM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk 
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,        

November 28, 2018 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m.  Pledge to the flag was 

led by Councilman Robert Geiger followed by a prayer given by Councilman Robert Geiger. 

  

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers Christopher Greene, Robert 

Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo and Supervisor Patrick Casilio.  Councilman J. Paul Shear was absent.  

Other Town officials present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, Town 

Attorney Lawrence Meckler and Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to accept the 

minutes of the work session and regular meeting held November 14, 2018.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to authorize the Erie 

County Division of Sewerage Management to perform monthly Operation and Maintenance 

services for the Main Street Town Park Sanitary Sewer Pump Station at the annual budgeted 

amount. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this is to be paid from the Parks Department 

annual operating budget.  We were able to get the Parks Department hooked to the sewer system 

and this is a new expense going forward.  

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to approve a no cost 

contract time extension to the Main Street Sidewalk Project contract between Millennium 

Construction, Inc. and the Town of Clarence to June 1, 2019.  This request is to accommodate 

permanent road striping and final landscape restoration in the spring of 2019.  On the question, 

Supervisor Casilio said we are done with the concrete work.  There is a small stretch left that needs 

to be backfilled.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None. Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said the Code Enforcement Office is sending out notices to property 

owners on Main Street about maintenance of their sidewalks.  The piling of snow on sidewalks 

from driveways and parking lots forces pedestrians to walk in the street.  He is pleased with the 

amount of people now using them, and also the effort by many to clear them today. 

 Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat said they are sending a general notice advising property 

owners of their responsibility to keep the sidewalks clear.  This is an area that did not have 

sidewalks before. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo suggested that if you have a neighbor who is unable to clear their 

sidewalk, do the neighborly thing and run your snow blower down theirs also.  

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to amend the Town 

of Clarence Street lighting specifications as follows: 

 All new residential street lights are to be LED lights equivalent to 50W high pressure 

sodium lights as approved by the Streetlight Administrator and Town Engineer. 

 All new standards, fixtures, energy lamps, photo electric eyes and underground conductors 

are to be owned and maintained by the Town of Clarence under Service Class 4 of the NYSEG 

street lighting agreement with the Town of Clarence.  NYSEG will provide energy only to Service 

Class 4 lights. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said these requirements are effective immediately.  

This is the result of a meeting held with NYSEG where they all agree to have LED lights going 

forward. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo that upon the 

recommendation of the Town Engineer, the Town Board awards the Programming Phase Services 

for the Highway Department Facility Improvements Project to Architecture Unlimited, LLC of 

Clarence, New York in the amount of $29,700 in accordance with the scope of work proposal 
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dated October 25, 2018 and authorizes the Supervisor to sign and enter into an agreement with 

Architecture Unlimited upon review and approval of the Town Attorney. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this is to be paid from the Engineering Department 

Professional Services Budget. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene that upon the 

recommendation of the Town Engineer, the Town Board appoints Michael Keller to the position 

of Engineering Aide PT - Seasonal in the Engineering Department effective December 17, 2018 

at the budgeted rate of pay, subject to receipt of all pre-employment paperwork and pre-

employment requirements being met.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.   Absent:  

Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo that upon the request 

of the Highway Superintendent, approval is given for Charles McNiff, Paul Englert and James 

Dussing to attend the DOT Reasonable Suspicion Supervisor Training on Wednesday, November 

28, 2018 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. sponsored by Occustar Inc. to be held at the Certo Brothers 

Distribution Center in West Seneca, NY with all reasonable and necessary expenses paid for by 

the Town and the use of a Town Vehicle. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said the cost of the training is $85 per person and funds 

are available in the Highway Budget. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

following transfer of funds in the 2018 Swimming Pool Budget: 

 $3,000.00 from account no. 1.7180.250 Personal Services - Part Time Employees 

to account no 1.7180.438 - Heat, Light, Power & Water. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to amend the motion 

of October 24, 2018 to correct a typo in the address that was listed as 8675 Greiner Road and 

should have been 8375 Greiner Road.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  

Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger that the Clarence 

Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign a purchase contract subject to receipt, review 

and approval by the Town Attorney’s office, for the purchase of a portion of the property located 

at 8525 Main Street in the Town of Clarence, Erie County, NY, consisting of an unimproved 

triangle for Town purposes not to exceed $25,000.00 plus any and all costs, disbursements and 

legal fees.  Funds to be allocated from account no.  1.1940.400- Purchase of Land.  Councilman 

DiCostanzo said this is a small portion of land near Main Street and Harris Hill Road that is not 

used or being developed that the Town is interested in.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo announced that there is a public meeting at the Town Hall on 

Thursday, November 29th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. hosted by the NYSDOT to discuss changes 

to Sheridan Drive from Transit Road to Main Street.  They propose to change from four lanes to 

two lanes with a turning lane in the middle and addition of bike lanes on each side. 

 Supervisor Casilio asked them why they put in a four lane road back in 1954 when this was 

all rural.  James Callahan said they had a much higher expectation of what the future population 

would be than what it is today. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo added that it is only a couple mile stretch of road and people may 

have to slow down a little. 

 Supervisor Casilio said Sheridan has far less traffic than Main Street and two lanes work 

there. 

 

 Councilman Geiger said the Conservation Advisory Board had a meeting last week at the 

Nature Center to discuss the deer abatement program.  Soon they will be out in the restricted area 

of Town south of Greiner Road.  Special permits are required from the DEC. 



245 

 

 The Arboretum Committee met to discuss upkeep of the trees.  They are also looking at 

some work on the stone walls on Goodrich Road.   

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to approve the 

transfer of funds in the 2018 Youth Bureau Budget as follows: 

 $150.00 from account no. 001.7310.0423 – Books and Supplements 

to account 001.7310.0470 - Expense and Travel    

 $300.00 from account no. 001.7310.0102 – Part Time Employees 

to account 001.7310.0470 - Expense and Travel. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Councilman Greene announced the resignation of Darlene Schaefer and Gayle Brace from 

the Clarence Youth Board.  There are now two openings and applications can be obtained on the 

website or from the Supervisor’s Office. 

 

 Councilman Greene announced that the Tree Lighting at the Main Street Park is this Friday 

from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. along with cookies and hot chocolate and a visit with Santa. 

 Christmas in the Center is Saturday from 12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Councilman Greene said the library has many activities going on.  He has put copies of 

their calendar out in the Town Hall Foyer. 

 

 Benderson Development requests Site Plan and Architectural Approval for construction of 

a 10,000 sq. ft. out building at Eastgate Plaza, 5183 Transit Road.  James Callahan said the location 

is south of Greiner Road consisting of an existing plaza in the Major Arterial Zone. 

 James Boglioli, attorney for Benderson Development said the proposed building is to 

located in the area just south of BJ’s gas pumps.  They will relocate the Dollar Tree to this location, 

as they have a new tenant for the strip.  They are adding a crosswalk connection to get to the 

dumpsters in the front parking area instead of at the new building.  The driveways do not line up 

at the direction of the DOT.  They approved the Transit Road curb cuts based on the inner 

driveways being offset so that people could not race across and out onto Transit Road.  Mr. Boglioli 

said they have included four-sided architecture for this building. 

 Supervisor Casilio said an ongoing concern in this area is for another traffic light. 

 Mr. Boglioli said they have discussed this with the DOT and at the time, Amherst was 

against it.  They also said the traffic from that driveway did not warrant a light.  People do not use 

it because they cannot get out.  If there was a light there they would.  They are willing to work 

with the Town. 

 Supervisor Casilio said it is very dangerous at Delta Sonic when people try to make a left 

hand turn out of there.  He said they would also like to see a streetlight under the bridge.  People 

have been killed there because it is so dark.  There are also people taking the bus that have to walk 

from Main Street all the way down Transit because the bus will not stop in that area and then it 

goes right by. 

 Mr. Boglioli said they would like to approach the NFTA about a bus dropping off in the 

shopping center. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to refer the request 

of the applicant, Benderson Development, to the Planning Board to initiate a formal review to 

consider Site Plan and Architectural Approval for the construction of a 10,000 sq. ft. building at 

5183 Transit Road in the Eastgate Plaza.  On the question, Supervisor Casilio said they would like 

the following added to the discussion of this project:  a streetlight under the bridge (Sheridan 

Drive); a traffic light at the southern entrance/exit; and a bus route change.  These items are for 

discussion purposes and not conditions for approvals.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Mr. Boglioli said they received approval from Walmart to improve the sidewalks all the 

way to BJ’s.  They will widen and straighten it; and add crosswalks with landscaped islands.  It 

will be done as part of this project. 

   Domenic Piestrak requests Preliminary Concept Review of a proposed Open Space Design 

Subdivision on the south side of Clarence Center Road, east of Herr Road.  James Callahan said 

this is vacant property in the Residential Single Family Zone.  It is within Clarence Sewer District 

No. 2 and the Clarence Center Overlay District.  The Town Board will have final approval 

authority on this project. 
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 Ken Zollitsch, engineer with GPI was present on behalf of the developer.  They are seeking 

Concept Review and referral for a 40-lot single family detached open space development.  It is 

part of the Spaulding Green Development, but will not be physically connected other than the bike 

path.  The roads would be public other than the private alleys.  It is more of a traditional style 

development with the garages behind facing rear alleys.  The houses are detached with 11 ft. total 

between overhangs of the buildings. 

 James Callahan said the bike path would extend through this development from Spaulding 

Green to Clarence Center Road.  The Spaulding Green section is completed to the wetland and 

they are working on access through the wetland. 

 Mr. Zollitsch said it would extend along the private alley where the garages are. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he has got to get the bike path done. 

 Mr. Zollitsch said they have been working on it and they will provide status updates to the 

Town. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo asked why the road would be public.  Someone will have to plow 

the alleys. 

 Mr. Zollitsch said that is what they are proposing at this time.  They can discuss it during 

the review.  There will be sidewalks in this development. 

 Councilman Greene said he is not comfortable with the alleys. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to refer the request 

of the applicant, Dominic Piestrak, to the Planning Board to initiate a formal review of the 

proposed 40+/- Lot Open Space Design Subdivision located on the south side of Clarence Center 

Road, east of Herr Road.  On the question, Supervisor Casilio added the following conditions for 

Planning Board discussion:  1.  Public vs Private Road; 2.  Alleyways; 3.  Kamner Connection; 4.  

Details of bike path along the alleyway.  Councilman Greene said if you have the path along the 

alleyway, it should have some type of barrier.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  

Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Brothers of Mercy requests a Public Hearing to consider a Special Exception Use Permit 

for development of assisted living and memory care units at 4526 Ransom Road.  James Callahan 

said the location is the northwest corner of Bergtold Road and Ransom Road consisting of an 

existing long term senior housing campus in the Restricted Business Zone.  The Planning Board 

has forwarded a recommendation on the design as presented and a Negative Declaration has been 

issued. 

 Kirk Burzinski of Wendel Engineers said they are here to request a public hearing be set. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he would like to make it clear that the plan that is shown is the plan 

that is built.  We are having an issue with another project.  If you have to deviate from that plan, 

you should notify the Town. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger to set a public 

hearing for January 16, 2019 at 6:15 p.m. to consider the request of the applicant, Brothers of 

Mercy, for a Special Exception Use Permit for the development of Assisted Living and Memory 

Care Units at 4526 Ransom Road.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman 

J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Mr. Burzinski asked if the public hearing could be sooner. 

 James Callahan said it still has to go through Development Plan Approval.  He does not 

think it will be done before January 16th. 

 Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat said it could be three to four weeks from the time they 

receive the Development Plan and they will need all outside agency approvals. 

 

 Domenic Piestrak requests Concept Plan Amendment for Spaulding Green Open Space 

Design Subdivision Phases 7 and 8.  James Callahan said this an amendment to the previously 

approved subdivision while maintaining the same overall unit count.  The Planning Board has 

forwarded a recommendation for this amendment. 

 Ken Zollitsch, GPI was present representing the applicant.   These are the last two phases.  

They are seeking changes to the lot sizes.  Phase 8 was originally large lots when approved about 

10 years ago.  The market has changed a little over time and the smaller lots are selling better.  The 

change in Phase 7 is tapering down the parkway after the first few hundred feet to a standard Town 

right-of-way. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he does not have any issues since the sewer taps available are the 

same and he is just rearranging what he has. 
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 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

request of the applicant, Domenic Piestrak, for an amended Concept Plan for the previously 

approved Spaulding Green Open Space Design Subdivision Phases 7 & 8 subject to the following 

conditions: 

 1. Lot count to remain at 380 units for the development. 

 2. Future phases are placed on hold until additional sewer capacity is approved. 

 3.  Any unit count greater than 380 total units will require a separate environmental  

  review. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Brookfield Country Club/Skyliters requests a Fireworks Display Permit for December 1, 

2018 at 5120 Shimerville Road.  James Callahan said all required fees and documents are in order. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

request of the applicant, Brookfield Country Club/Skyliters, for Fireworks Display Permits for 

December 1, 2018 at 5120 Shimerville Road. 

 On the question, Councilman Greene said all the appropriate paperwork, fees insurance 

and fire chief approvals are on file in the planning and zoning office. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Applications - A.  Clarence Schools Enrichment Foundation, Inc. – March 

1, 2019; B.  Clarence Girl Scouts – March 9 & 10, 2019; C.  Clarence Community & Schools FCU 

– March 28, 2019; D.  Cub Scout Pack #27 – March 30, 2019; E.  Clarence Girl Scouts – April 7, 

2019;  Legion Hall Applications - A.  Stacey Anthony – Feb. 23, 2019; B.  Peter Pavlovich – 

March 2, 2019; and C.  Girl Scouts – March 12, 2019.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene that after proper 

audit and review by the Town Board, the bills of November 29, 2018 are approved for payment:  

General Fund - $773,301.28; Highway Fund – 310,842.99; Water District - $1,362.00; Fire 

Protection Districts - $172.86; Sewer Districts - $606.83; and Trust & Agency 203 - $37,247.57 

for a total amount of $1,123,533.53.  On the question, Councilman DiCostanzo said $903,995 of 

this is for retirement plan contributions to New York State with some from General Fund and some 

from the Highway Fund.  He thanked Kim for getting a discount by paying early.  Supervisor 

Casilio added that this is another unfunded mandate from many years ago.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

All; Noes:  None.  Absent:  Councilman J. Paul Shear.  Motion carried. 

 

“For the Good of the Town” 

 James Blum said there are older people who have a hard time removing snow.  He believes 

there should be a sidewalk maintenance district established in areas where there are both 

commercial and residential properties.  Another problem is when trees are along sidewalks they 

can cause maintenance issues with sidewalks raising and cracking.   

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Casilio adjourned the meeting at 7:03 p.m. in 

honor of a former employee and wife of Councilman Paul Shear, Grace Shear who passed away 

last week. 

 

                                                                                                                          Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                                Town Clerk 
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