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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2017 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. Members of the Town 

Board present were Councilmember’s J. Paul Shear, Christopher Greene,  Robert Geiger 

and Peter DiCostanzo.  Other Town Officials present were Assistant to the Supervisor 

Karen Jurek, Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat,  Director of 

Community Development James Callahan, Assistant Planner Jonathan Bleuer, Acting 

Director of Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski and Highway Superintendent 

James Dussing. 

Lunsden & McCormick, LLP Sara Dayton & Mary Young - 2016 Audit Report 

The 2016 Financial Statements were distributed.  Sara Dayton stated that they previously 

reviewed the reports in detail with the Audit Committee.   

 

The Town Justice Cash Activity Report had no exceptions.  All records were in order and 

everything was deposited in a timely manner.  All bail deposits were returned other than 

one which they are trying to locate the person.   

 

Total fund balances for the governmental funds decreased from $9,634,000 to 

$7,286,000.   

 

Change in Fund Balance (net income) for 2016 was $488,000.  Fire Protection (amount 

budgeted but not spent was $159,000) stayed consistent with the prior year.  There was 

a slight increase in LOSAP payments in 2016, the town used some of its available fund 

balance to finance this.   Capital Projects Fund will fluctuate based on financing and where 

you are in a project.   

 

Fund Basis Revenue has been consistent from year to year. The makeup of revenue has 

been consistent from year to year.  Real Property Taxes had a slight increase of 2.1%.  

Departmental income as well as fines, licenses and permits increased due to new 

developments, recreation and open space fees and increase in pool fees. 

 

Fund Basis Expenditures went down from the prior year.  Salaries and benefits make up 

approximately 44% of total expenditures.  Tier 4 Employees Retirement System 

Contribution rate decreased to 16% from 18.8%.  The increase in Debt Service was 

because of a $4.6 million dollar serial bond issued in 2016 as well as a new highway bond 

for equipment.   

 

There were no difficulties in performing the audit, adjustments suggested to management 

have been made.  The financial statements are prepared based on information received 

from the town.   

 

The Auditors are recommending the separation of duties.  Because of the small number 

of accounting staff at the Town, it is difficult to achieve an ideal separation of duties 

however, suggestions were made to enhance internal controls and maintain a better 

separation of duties.  The Auditors encouraged the Board to continue to review the 

payments and distributions that go out every month and review the supporting 

documentation.  They also brought to the Towns attention that there could be a 

segregation of duties within the payroll responsibilities.  One person has access to all 

aspects of payroll which is a segregation of duties issue.  The Town has recently done a 

payroll software update so it was suggested that Karen Jurek look into the reports that 

are available.  There is usually some type of audit or payroll change report that can be 

generated every payroll.  Someone outside of payroll should independently print and 

review the reports to see if there have been any changes in pay rates or any new 
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employees being added that were not authorized.  It was also recommended that any 

new vendors be reviewed by someone outside the accounting department.   

 

The Auditors noted a delay in the preparation of bank reconciliations in the Town Clerk’s 

office.  It was suggested they be done in a timelier manner.    

 

There will be upcoming changes due to GASB Statement No.73 – Accounting and 

Financial Reporting for Pensions which will be effective next year December 31, 2017 

and has to do with LOSAP (Length of Service Award Program).   

 

GASB 75 – Accounting and Financial Reporting for Post-employment Benefits other than 

Pensions replaces GASB Statement No. 45 and is effective for the Town’s year ending 

December 31, 2018.   

 

Supervisor Casilio stated that the Town Clerk’s bank reconciliations will be reconciled by 

Acting Director of Administration and Finance and the Town Clerk will be reviewing the 

Acting Director of Administration and Finance reports.   

 

Director of Community Development James Callahan  

Work Session items for consideration April 19, 2017: 

 

Matthew Moyer – Goodrich and Lapp Road 

Applicant is seeking approval to subdivide the property to create 7+/- building lots.  The 

proposed site is located on the southeast corner of Goodrich and Lapp Roads on property 

consisting of 25+/- acres in the Agriculture Rural Residential Zone.  Per the Subdivision 

Law, the Town Board has the opportunity to review Major Subdivision prior to formal 

review.  Several issues including frontage and un-sewered lots in the agricultural zone 

should be addressed.  Referral to the Planning Board would initiate a formal review of the 

proposal.  Highway Superintendent Dussing said he would be looking for an easement of 

the 6.2 acre lot, there is a major ditch that runs near that property.  Town Engineer Lavocat 

stated that this project will fall under storm-water regulations.   

 

Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Green to adjourn the Work 

Session at 9:35 A.M.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried. 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk 
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,        

April 5, 2017 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 9:36 a.m. 

   

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers J. Paul Shear, Christopher 

Greene, Robert Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo and Supervisor Patrick Casilio.  Other Town officials 

present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, Town Attorney Lawrence 

Meckler and Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Greene to accept the minutes of 

the work session and regular meeting held March 22, 2017.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio thanked everyone for agreeing to move the meeting to 9:30 a.m. since 

there is only one applicant for the regular meeting and he is here too.  He suggested, due to mostly 

activity and the attendance, to start work sessions at 4:30 p.m. and the regular meetings at 6:00 

p.m.  Some employees are waiting here until the meeting at 5:30 p.m. and others for the 7:00 p.m. 

regular meeting.  He suggests trying out the new schedule in the spirit of efficiency and see how 

it goes.  If there is a public hearing scheduled, we can have it at 6:30 or so to give the public 

additional time to get here. 

 Supervisor Casilio also wonders if it is too difficult for a member of the clergy to come to 

meetings due to their schedules. 

 

 Jonathan Bleuer said we have to spend $14,000 and $11,000 for two grant projects by July 

to be reimbursed.  He believes we are ready to make the purchases, but it has to be determined 

whose budget it will be spent from.  It will be a while before we receive the reimbursement.  

Timothy Lavocat said the Supervisor will determine where the fire hydrant markers will come 

from.  Supervisor Casilio said the camera is for the Hollow and will also require electric service.  

We will shoot a beam to the Youth Bureau.  He would also like to purchase a camera for security 

at the Youth Bureau. 

 Supervisor Casilio questioned the height of 5 ft. for the hydrant markers.  Timothy Lavocat 

said that is a requirement coming from the fire marshals.  Supervisor Casilio said he would like 

the fire companies to recommend where they need them.  It would be a great project for the 

explorers to install them.  Maybe we could use the avoidable alarm money to purchase them every 

year. 

 Timothy Lavocat said there are 1,650 hydrants and this grant will allow us to purchase 733 

markers. 

  

 Supervisor Casilio said he walked the Main Street Park area that was cleared.  Highway 

has been clearing and will begin the dirt work.  They are going over a low area. 

 He added that Councilman DiCostanzo suggested a patio in the back of the clubhouse like 

there was many years ago.  The Parks Department will be working on getting rid of the remainder 

of the greenhouse and the old restrooms.  He also was thinking that we should put lights on the 

backside of the existing poles to light up the new area somewhat. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said we have been discussing LOSAP with Amherst regarding payment.  

It should be resolved soon. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said they spoke about streetlights at the Supervisors meeting and West 

Seneca bought their streetlights from National Grid, put LED lights up and maintain them 

themselves.  It saved them a lot of money.  NYSEG talks about getting out of the streetlight 

business at some point in the future.  LED lights last a long time.  We could either maintain them 

or get bids from maintenance contractors for the higher ones like on Main Street.  We will start 

getting pricing for future consideration. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio moved to item 9. 

 

 Brett Vogel requests a public hearing to consider a Temporary Conditional Permit for a 

Micro Farm and Market Use at 8670 County Road.  James Callahan said the location is the north 

side of County Road, east of Green Acres with an existing barn that has been renovated. 
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 Brett Vogel said he is proposing to start a small organic market.  He would like to expand 

the parking in the rear and the driveway to the left of the barn.  Mr. Vogel presented a drawing of 

how he would like to set it up with a change to move the hedgerow back closer to the barn.  It is 

in the highway right-of-way as shown.  He will only utilize the right side of the barn.  He would 

like to place a unit to house an organic kitchen where they can take the produce and prepare high-

end quality takeout food. 

 Mr. Vogel’s biggest concern is to provide enough parking in the rear so that people do not 

park on the road.  He also needs to run water and septic to the location.  Eventually, he hopes to 

grow produce on the extensive property. 

 James Callahan said the Board can refer this to the Planning Board for further review before 

setting a public hearing if they so choose. 

 Mr. Vogel said his intent is to offer shopping for organic products from other farms and to 

have prepared food to go.  There will be an outdoor seating area where people could eat on site. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear to refer the request from 

Brett Vogel for a Micro Farm and Market Use at 8670 County Road to the Planning Board for 

further review.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve Change Order 

No. G010 to the General Construction and Site Contract between the Town of Clarence and 

Building Innovation Group, LLC for the Town of Clarence Court and Police Project in the total 

net CREDIT amount of $7,245.00. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this Change Order is a result of a modified ceiling 

design, changes in project millwork and exterior hardy siding revisions. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear that upon the 

recommendation of Highway Superintendent, James Dussing, the following are appointed to fill 

the two open Heavy Motor Equipment Operator positions at Step 2 of the Blue Collar Unit Contract 

effective as of April 8, 2017:  1.  Clarence J. Daigler and 2.  Eric Weitz.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to award the phone system 

contract for the Clarence Court and Police Project to MAC Source Communications of Rochester, 

New York in the amount of $34,869.23 in accordance with the labor and material Quote dated 

March 21, 2017. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this includes a required system upgrade necessary 

to accommodate service to the Town of Clarence Court and Police Project.  It is off of State 

Contract.  Timothy Lavocat added that it also includes some outlying departments to improve our 

whole system. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to approve Change Order 

No. E003 to the Electrical Contract between the Town of Clarence and Frey Electric Construction 

Co. for the Town of Clarence Court and Police Project in the total ADD amount of $40,563.00. 

 On the question:  This change order is for budgeted items not included in original bid 

documents for various final design electrical components.  The New York State Police will 

reimburse the Town of Clarence $9,924 towards this change order. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to award the IT/Data 

system contract for the Town Court and Police Project to Network Services, LLC of Amherst, New 

York in the amount of $38,381.00 in accordance with labor and material Quote dated March 29, 

2017. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this contract is for all material and labor associated 

with system pathways, data, and voice fiber cabling and all associated equipment. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear to set a bid date of Tuesday, 

May 2, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., in the office of the Town Clerk, to accept sealed bids for a four-year 

contract for the Chipping and Removal of Brush in the amount of approximately 15,000 cubic 

yards per year.  Prospective bidders are to submit a price per cubic yard for brush delivered by the 
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Town of Clarence or other municipalities to the Sheridan Drive site and enter into a four-year 

contract beginning in May of 2017 through April of 2021.                                                   

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said Bid Specifications will be available at the 

Highway Department and the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene that upon the 

recommendation of the Justice Court, Sally Moore is appointed as Clerk PT in the Justice Court at 

the rate of $13.3242 per hour effective April 10, 2017, subject to receipt of all pre-employment 

paperwork and pre-employment requirements being met.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said the Town Board authorized the Engineering Department to issue a 

Request for Proposals for the following relative to the existing structures located at 10375 Main 

Street:  Proposal 1 – Intact Removal and Relocation of Structure; and Proposal 2 – Demolition and 

Removal of Structures.  The Request for Proposals are available from the Town Engineer or the 

Town website.  Proposals are due on or before Tuesday, May 2, 2017. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the Main Street Park is so much bigger and looks great.  He 

clarified that the poles along what was the old edge of the park could have lights hung on the other 

side to light up the new area. 

  

 Councilman DiCostanzo announced that the Fishing Derby is Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Main Street Park 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the 

transfer of funds from the 2017 General Fund Budget as follows:  $25,096.80 from account 

001.1310.100 – Personal Services to account 001.1320.444 – Consulting Services.  Upon roll call 

– Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the following 

Special Event Request: 

 St. Mary’s Church 5K Chowder Chase Run/Walk to be held on Friday July 21, 2017 from 

7:00 p.m. to approximately 8:00 p.m.  This is in conjunction with their Annual Picnic and there 

are approximately 300 people expected to participate.  

 On the question, Councilman Geiger said the Route will start at St. Mary’s Church on 

Stahley Road and finish there as per the submitted map.  All the appropriate agencies will be 

notified. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the request of 

Jerome Schuler, DCO and Anne Cimato, DCO to attend a Training Course, “Beyond the 

Doghouse” on Tuesday, May 2, 2017 and Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at Genesee Community 

College in Batavia New York, with the use of a Town vehicle and all reasonable and necessary 

expenses to be paid by the Town.   

 On the question, Councilman Geiger said the cost of the seminar is $75.00 per person and 

is a budgeted item. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Geiger said a new street light has been installed at the corner of Connection 

Drive and Wehrle Drive.  It is not operating yet. 

  

 Councilman Geiger said the progress on the church at Main and Salt is moving along.  We 

are hoping to put the old sign back up in June with a rededication. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo that upon the 

recommendation of Dawn Kinney, Executive Director of the Clarence Youth Bureau, Matthew 

Druar is appointed to the position of Program Leader – Youth, FT Provisional at the 2017 budgeted 

rate of $20.1304 per hour effective April 20, 2017, subject to receipt of all pre-employment 

paperwork and pre-employment requirements being met.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 
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 Councilman Greene said currently the Parks Department hauls boxes of books for the 

Library to a storage facility on Roll Road.  These are books they collect throughout the year for 

their book sale.  There is an empty 8’ x 10’ pad at the library since the chiller was moved.  They 

have talked to the Parks Department about putting up a shed to store the books there.  James 

Burkard said it will have proper screening. 

 Supervisor Casilio said he would like to see the end product of what they are proposing 

before it goes up.  The Board should be informed prior to anything going up on Town property. 

 Councilman Greene said the Friends of Clarence are paying for it and the Parks Department 

is doing the work.  Timothy Lavocat added that the intent is to save on the labor costs of having 

the Parks Department transfer books back and forth to the Roll Road storage site.  This way the 

library staff can put the books in themselves.   

 Supervisor Casilio said we talk about cost savings and he hopes we are not watering for 

butterflies at the other end of Town anymore.  He would like to see what it will look like prior to 

going up.  Councilman Greene has a meeting today with all parties involved. 

 

 Councilman Greene said he would like to explore putting in a dog park somewhere in the 

Town.  He has looked at the one in Amherst.  He will look for a place that is assessable to people 

and not an annoyance to anyone.  At this point he is just asking the Board if they are okay with the 

concept and he will move forward.  The Town Board was fine with him doing the research. 

 

 Councilman Greene said there were two resignations from the Youth Board at their last 

meeting.  Amy Leach resigned verbally and submitted her resignation in writing.  Beverly 

Campochiaro resigned verbally at the meeting.  Councilman Greene asked that she send it to him 

in writing. 

 

 Town Clerk Nancy Metzger said all resignations should be in writing and submitted to the 

Town for the record. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said there is one more position that is not yet filled at the Youth Bureau.   

Councilman Greene said we now have one part time and one full time positions filled.  They are 

going to see how it goes and if they need an additional part time position in the future.  Once this 

last person gets started they will be back running at 100%. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to grant a Special 

Event request for the American Legion #838 Memorial Day Parade to be held on May 29, 2017, 

beginning at 11:00 a.m. and ending at approximately 12 noon. 

 On the question, Councilman Shear said the parade will begin at the Clarence Sr. High 

School at 9625 Main Street and end at the Clarence Town Park at 10405 Main Street. In the event 

of inclement weather, the parade will be cancelled and the memorial ceremony will be held in the 

Town Park Clubhouse at 11 .a.m.  All the appropriate agencies will be notified. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Shear said the Planning Board started work on the Legacy Woods project and 

he suspects it will be an extensive review.  Also, we may want to extend the moratoriums on 

automotive uses on Sheridan Drive and Main Street. 

 James Callahan said the Main Street corridor is almost up and we may extend that for an 

additional three months. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said he emailed the Board the list of Ethics Disclosures that have 

not been turned in. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Application – A.  Clarence Republican Committee – April 6, 2017; Legion 

Hall Applications – A.  Jeannine Bower – April 22, 2017; B.  Micaela Lauer – April 15, 2017.  

Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger that after proper 

audit and review by the Town Board, the following bills of April 6, 2017 are approved for payment:  

General Fund - $179,502.50; Highway Fund - $69,513.16; Drainage District - $560.06; Sewer 

Districts - $73.75; Capital Fund - $8,481.88; and Trust & Agency 203 - $31.00 for a total amount 

of $258,162.35.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 Highway Supt. James Dussing reported that Erie County awarded the bid for bridge work 

on Salt Road to CATCO.  They were going to do two bridges, but now are concentrating on the 

one.  They are supposed to also work on Goodrich Road this summer. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to enter into 

Executive Session at 10:52 a.m. pursuant to the Open Meetings Law §105(1)(a) to discuss matters 

of public safety; and §105(1)(f) to discuss employment history of a particular person or 

corporation.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 11:32 a.m.  No action was taken.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Casilio adjourned the regular meeting at    

11:34 a.m. 

 

                                                                                                                    Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                       Town Clerk 
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