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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, July 8, 

2015 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

Supervisor David Hartzell called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. Members of the Town Board 

present were Councilmember’s Bernard Kolber, Patrick Casilio, Peter DiCostanzo and Robert 

Geiger. Other Town Officials present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, 

Junior Planner Jonathan Bleuer, Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler, Senior Building Inspector 

David Metzger, Planning Board Chairman Robert Sackett, Confidential Secretary to the 

Supervisor Karen Jurek, Highway Superintendent James Dussing, and Director of Administration 

and Finance Pam Cuviello and Planning Board members Paul Shear and Steven Dale.   

Director of Community Development James Callahan 

Public Hearings: 

A Public Hearing is scheduled at 7:45PM to consider a Local Law amending Chapter 229 Zoning 

of the Code of the Town of Clarence related to small scale retail uses within mixed use projects 

in the Restricted Business Zone.  An action under SEQRA will be required. The Planning Board 

has forwarded a recommendation to issue a Negative Declaration under SEQRA and approve 

the amendment as prepared.   

 

 

A Public Hearing is scheduled at 7:50 PM to consider a Local Law amending Chapter 173 

Satellite, Antennas and Towers of the Code of the Town of Clarence to address Wind Energy 

Conversion Systems.  An action under SEQRA will be required.  The Planning Board has 

forwarded a recommendation to issue a Negative Declaration under SEQRA and approve the 

amendment as prepared. 

 

Formal Agenda items: 

Rock the Barn 9015 Main Street 

Applicant is requesting approval to hold the 11th annual two day Special Event featuring live music 

on July 17 – 18, 2015.  The venue is located on the south side of Main Street, east of Shimerville 

Road.  Special Events shall be allowed by a permit issued by the Town Board 

 

Work Session items for consideration July 22, 2015: 

Heritage Ministries/Vinecroft Senior Housing 5945 Vinecroft Drive 

Applicant is requesting approval to construct two additional duplexes or four units on the existing 

campus.  The proposed site is located on the east side of Newhouse Road, south of Clarence 

Center Road at existing senior housing complex consisting of a congregate home and 9 duplex 

units.  The area is identified in a Planned Unit Residential Development (PURD) which identifies 

a maximum density of 3 units per acre.  The PURD Zoning is approved based upon a site plan.  

Any amendment to the overall site plan/PURD requires approval of the Town Board.  The Planning 

Board has scheduled a meeting for July 15, 2015 to provide a recommendation on this action as 

well as any necessary action under SEQRA. 

 

Town Attorney Lawrence Meckler 

Town Attorney Meckler has one item to discuss in Executive Session regarding proposed 

litigation.    

 

Highway Superintendent James Dussing 

Supervisor Hartzell will introduce two motions relative to lowering the speed limit on Goodrich 

Road (from County Road to the bridge at Tonawanda Creek Road) and County Road (from Heise 

Road to the Newstead town line.)   Upon receipt of the Resolutions from Town Clerk Nancy 

Metzger, Superintendent Dussing will submit them to Erie County in order to obtain the proper 

permits. 

  

Supervisor David Hartzell 

 Upon recommendation of Highway Superintendent James Dussing the Town Board will 

approve the change of speed limits on Goodrich Road and County Road 
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 Amend Agreement between the Town of Clarence and Town of Newstead for shared use 

of the County Going Places Van 

 

 Approve an unpaid medical leave of absence to a Highway Department employee from 

July 15, 2015 to and including September 24, 2015 

 

Supervisor Hartzell distributed information regarding Lt. John Skop who died during a swimming 

exercise while undergoing training for the Navy SEAL team in 2001.   Supervisor Hartzell would 

like to name the newly built basketball court in honor of Lt. John Skop.  

 

Councilman Geiger thought that the Recreation Advisory Committee or possibly the Veterans 

should make this call being he was a military man.   Supervisor Hartzell said the Veterans could 

be invited to the dedication ceremony.  Councilman Kolber suggested possibly having the High 

School do a dedication.  Councilman Geiger stated that the High School did have a dedication 

and military personnel were in attendance including a color guard. Supervisor Hartzell would like 

to put a sign by the basketball court detailing Mr. Skop background.    Supervisor Hartzell stated 

that the high school only has one bar with Mr. Skop’s name on it along with other local veterans.  

It does not explain who he was or how he lived, he was one of our finest who died trying to defend 

his country.   

 

Councilman Kolber stated that he would like to delay decision on this request and possibly set 

some guidelines so as not to set a precedence or offended anyone by leaving them out.  

Councilman DiCostanzo said not that Mr. Skop is not deserving but there may be others in town 

that may be more deserving of this.   

 

Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Karen Jurek stated that when she worked in the Parks 

Department, this type request came up quite often and that is how Memorial Park got its name.  

Trees and plaques could be purchased in honor of a loved one to be planted at Memorial Park.   

Supervisor Hartzell stated that it would be nice to put something at the basketball court even if it 

was not named after Mr. Skop, he was an exceptional basketball player.    

 

Councilman Casilio suggested purchasing a tree for the arboretum. 

 

Councilman Bernard Kolber 

 Grant Court Clerks Marilyn Taton and Mary Zimmerman approval to attend Town & Village 

Court Clerk’s Training on September 16, 2015 

 

The Library Board has interviewed Michele Mogavero for the open position on the Board.  

Councilman Kolber will appoint her at the next Town Board meeting.  Supervisor Hartzell stated 

that he would like to meet her beforehand.   

 

Councilman Kolber was trying to work with Town Engineer Lavocat to build the shell for the 

lavatories at the Main Street Park.  Using Parks Department employees and insulated concrete 

block forming system, he felt he could build the shell for $30,000.  Park’s Crew Chief James 

Burkard did not feel he could spare the manpower.   

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

 Amend the motion made on May 27, 2015 approving a Fireworks Display Permit for Day 

in the Park  and to approve the change in the date for the fireworks display to be held on 

July 25, 2015 at 10405 Main Street (The change in date was due to the cancellation of 

Day in the Park due to severe weather predictions) 

 

 Approve the change in the rate of pay for two Lifeguard PT-Seasonal employees effective 

July 5, 2015 

 

Councilman DiCostanzo has several items to discuss in Executive Session regarding the 

employment history of an individual and one Attorney Client item as well.  
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Councilman Robert Geiger 

 Approve programs for Clarence Youth Bureau 2015 Summer Series 

 

 Appointments to Clarence Youth Board (appointments are being made to fill two adult 

Youth Board member vacancies due to resignations) 

 

 Appoint two student members of the Clarence Youth Board for a 1 year term beginning 

July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2016 

 

 Approve the request by Youth Bureau Director Dawn Kinney to rent a mini-van for the field 

trip to Branches Camp Ground on July 15, 2015 

 

 Appoint three individuals to the Cable TV Committee 

 

Keith Artis and Jeffrey Feinen were interviewed for appointment to the Cable TV Committee, 

Andrew Harris was out of town and could not attend.   

 

Bishop Lapp Farmstead – Carol Conwall   

Carl Conwall distributed information regarding the Bishop Lapp Farmstead at 8990 Greiner Road.  

On June 15, 2015 Mrs. Conwall sent a letter to the Town Board seeking a donation in the amount 

of the appraised value for the purchase of the Bishop Lapp Farmstead.  However she did not hear 

back from the Board.  Also included were letters from Clarence Heritage partners that express 

the importance of heritage preservation.   

Councilman Kolber stated that the biggest issue is what to do with this property, he did not want 

to see it become a burden to the town.   Councilman Kolber spoke to someone who is looking for 

a place to rehabilitate horses and he felt this property would be a perfect fit.   

The current owner of the property Dr. Ismet Hallac would like to see the property saved as a 

Cultural Heritage Center.   

Carol stated that she is before the Town Board seeking a donation, if the Board does not want to 

make a donation, then she will move on.  Town Attorney Meckler stated that the Town Board 

cannot make a donation for a private purchase.   

Carol Conwall pointed out that the town owns the McIver house at 10375 Main Street which is 

of significant historic value and the Board will not land mark it or maintain it.  So why would she 

ask the town to purchase something (Bishop Lapp Farmstead) unless they were going to hand it 

off to a non-for-profit to run it similar to the Friends of the Knox Farm or the Darwin Martin House 

– organizations that oversee and maintain state/federal property.  The selling price of the farm 

for the house, barn and 15 acres is $300,000.  There can be no negotiation until the Clarence 

Heritage partners have the money.    Carol Conwall suggested the Town Board research how 

other communities purchase historic properties using non-for-profits to oversee/maintain these 

properties.  The town has purchased several properties and none of them are being put to good 

use or being made to work for the town.  The taxpayers have purchased green print properties.  

Mrs. Conwall questioned how the Town Board is making these properties work, how they are 

affecting the economic impact of our small businesses.  There are many untapped resources in 

this town that are not being put to good use that could raise the sales tax and provide more for 

the town and the schools.   

Councilman Kolber stated that Mrs. Conwall is making the exact point of why the Town does not 

want any more of these type buildings, we have all these buildings that we don’t know what to 

do with.   

Mrs. Conwall stated that Clarence Town Heritage has sought legal counsel and are striving to 

become incorporated and have applied for their 501 C (3) status.  They will do what they can to 
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acquire the Bishop Lapp Farmstead to save it.  Once the Northwood Development begins, if that 

property is not secured and defined, it will be gone forever and that would be a shame because 

this is what our town was built on, this is our heritage.  There is a group of people that would like 

to save this farmstead and Carol is looking to the “town fathers” to help make it happen.  Mrs. 

Conwall suggested the Town Board research what Grants or organizations could help in this 

process.  Mrs. Conwall further suggested the Town Board read the information she has provided 

and stated that she hoped the Town Board would find a way to start a Cultural Heritage Program 

in Town that would benefit all of us.    

 

Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Kolber to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to § 105(1) D of the Open Meetings Law to discuss proposed/current litigation; § 105(1) 

F the employment history of a particular person.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 6:57PM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

 

Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Kolber to adjourn the Executive Session 

at 7:29PM.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried.  No action taken.   
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,   

July 8, 2015 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor David Hartzell called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Councilman Peter 

DiCostanzo led in the pledge to the flag, followed by a moment of silence. 

 

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers Robert Geiger, Peter 

DiCostanzo, Patrick Casilio, Bernard Kolber and Supervisor Hartzell.  Other Town officials 

present were Director of Community Development James Callahan and Town Attorney Lawrence 

Meckler. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to accept the minutes of 

the work session and regular meeting held June 24, 2015.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  Councilmembers 

Geiger, Casilio, Kolber and Supervisor Hartzell; Noes:  None.  Recuse:  Councilman Peter 

DiCostanzo (as he did not attend meeting).  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Geiger that upon the 

recommendation of Highway Superintendent James Dussing, the Clarence Town Board approves 

the following speed limit changes: 

 

 Change speed limit on Goodrich Road from County Road to the Bridge at Tonawanda 

 Creek to a consistent 40 MPH. 

 

 Speed limit on County Road from Heise Road to the Newstead town line be reduced from 

 55 MPH to 50 MPH. 

 

 On the question, Supervisor Hartzell said the Goodrich Road change was requested by The 

Erie County DPW and is based on traffic studies, the cultural speed index used to determine proper 

speed limits and current design standards necessary to move the reconstruction project forward.  

The County Road change is being made after evaluation of the recent speed study performed by 

C&S Engineering, consulting with the County Traffic Engineer and requests from the public that 

were also taken into consideration.  This resolution will be forwarded by the Highway 

Superintendent to the Erie County DPW for final approval and permitting. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Clarence and the Town of Newstead have an Agreement for 

shared use of the County “Going Places" Van; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Clarence has use of the van three days per week and the Town 

of Newstead has use for two days per week to provide prioritized transportation to individuals 60 

years of age and over who have no other means of transportation for vital services, social services, 

shopping activities, personal business and volunteer service; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Newstead has requested the use of the Van for one additional 

day per week which would be Saturdays to provide these services to its senior residents 60 years 

and older. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  

 RESOLVED, that the Clarence Town Board agrees to the request by the Town of Newstead 

for the use of the Going Places Van for one additional day per week that would be Saturday; and 

be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Newstead shall reimburse the Town of Clarence at the rate 

of fifty percent (50%) of all costs for insurance, repairs and gasoline; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Clarence and the Town of Newstead will execute an 

Addendum to the 2015 Intermunicipal Agreement that will reflect the changes and new terms.  

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Hartzell, seconded by Councilman Casilio to approve an unpaid 

medical leave of absence to Highway Department employee Timothy Blakely from July 15, 2015 

to and including September 24, 2015.   

 On the question, Supervisor Hartzell said the granting of this request is due to extreme, 

extenuating circumstances for Mr. Blakely.  Mr. Blakely is subject to the provisions of Article 22 

– section 22.2 of the Town of Clarence Blue Collar Unit Contract.  Any future requests by Mr. 
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Blakely or any other persons in the future will be taken on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of 

the Town Board.  The Town Board is not creating a precedence setting policy by granting this 

request. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Kolber, seconded by Councilman Casilio to grant the request of 

Town Justice Robert Sillars for Court Clerks Marilyn Taton and Mary Zimmerman to attend the 

Town & Village Court Clerk’s Training Seminar on Wednesday, September 16, 2015 beginning 

at 9:00 a.m., with all reasonable and necessary expenses to be paid by the Town.   

 On the question, Councilman Kolber said the Training Seminar is given by the NYS 

Unified Court System and will be held in the Ceremonial Courtroom at 92 Franklin St., Buffalo, 

NY and is usually a one day seminar.  There is no fee for the training. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Kolber said he will make an appointment to the Library Board at a future 

meeting, since the Board would like to meet the applicant. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Kolber to amend the motion 

made on May 27, 2015 approving a Fireworks Display Permit to the Day in the Park Committee 

for the Annual “Day in the Park” Fire Works Display and to approve the change in the date for the 

Fireworks Display to be held on July 25, 2015 at 10405 Main Street.   

 On the question, Councilman DiCostanzo said the change in date was due to the 

cancellation of the “Day in the Park” activities due to severe weather predictions for high winds 

and thunder storms for June 27, 2015, that in fact did occur.   All the appropriate paperwork and 

fees have been received. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Di Costanzo, seconded by Councilman Kolber to approve the 

change in the rate of pay for the following Lifeguard PT-Seasonal employees effective July 5, 

2015:  Christina Weber to $10.59/hr. and Kenzie Laughlin to $11.18/hr. 

 On the question, Councilman DiCostanzo said this change is due to Christina Weber having 

to decrease the number of hours she will be available to work and Kenzie Laughlin taking on Ms. 

Weber’s position and responsibilities. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo thanked the people who put on HollowFest.  They had great 

weather. 

 

 Councilman Geiger thanked Highway Supt. James Dussing who helped with the big trucks, 

Clarence Fire Chief William Major who helped with Mercy Flight, David Metzger who also 

assisted with the landing and all the people who helped make HollowFest a great event. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Casilio to appoint the following 

applicants to the Cable TV Committee for a term effective July 9, 2015 and ending December 31, 

2015:  Keith Artis, Andrew Harris and Jeffrey Feinen.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Casilio to approve the following 

programs for the Clarence Youth Bureau 2015 Summer Series: 

 

 Just for Girls Movie Sleepover for girls in grades 3-6 to be held at the Youth Bureau on 

 Friday, July 10th from 7:00 p.m. to Saturday, July 11th to 8:30 a.m. 

  

 Just for Little Girls Movie Sleepover for girls in grades K-2 to be held at the Youth 

 Bureau on Friday, July 24th from 7:00 p.m. to Saturday, July 25th to 8:30 a.m. 

 

 Family Campout in Meadowlakes Park on Friday, August 14th, 6:30 p.m. to Saturday, 

 August 15th, 8:30 a.m. 

 

 Two Youth Bureau staff members will be present at these programs.  Parent permission is 

required and emergency contact information is provided for each child participating. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Supervisor Hartzell that upon the 

recommendation of the Clarence Youth Board, the following are appointed to the Clarence Youth 

Board to fill two openings: 

 Adam Singh effective July 9, 2015 and expiring on December 31, 2017. 

 John Loewer effective July 9, 2015 and expiring on December 31, 2016. 

 On the question, Councilman Geiger said the appointments are being made to fill two adult 

Youth Board member vacancies due to the resignations of Gary Server and Brendon Biddlecom.   

 Councilman DiCostanzo added that Adam Singh was a youth member and is now serving 

as an adult member. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo that upon the 

recommendation of the Clarence Youth Board, the following be appointed:  Lara Knopf and 

Benjamin Wesolowski as student members of the Clarence Youth Board for a one year term 

beginning July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2016.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Casilio to approve the request of 

Dawn Kinney, Executive Director of the Clarence Youth Center to rent a Mini-Van for the field 

trip to Branches Camp Ground scheduled for July 15, 2015. 

 On the question, Councilman Geiger said this is a planned trip and will be funded from the 

Youth Bureau 2015 Budget. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider a Local Law amending Chapter 229 Zoning of the 

Code of the Town of Clarence related to small scale retail uses within mixed use projects  in the 

Restricted Business Zone.  James Callahan said the Town Board asked the Planning Board to 

review this law in March.  After the multi-family law was amended, a concern was raised that an 

opportunity was lost in the mixed use projects.  The Planning Board discussed the ramifications to 

the small scale retail to the Restricted Business Zone while maintaining the integrity of the zone.  

This amendment identifies the certain circumstances and conditions under which the Planning 

Board can approve small scale businesses.  The law identifies the types of uses and conditions in 

order to maintain the integrity. 

 

Speaking to the subject: 

 Councilman Kolber said he does not like this because of the fact that it is being tied together 

within the multi-family law.  It also states that an applicant has the right to petition the Zoning 

Board of Appeals if their request is denied.  The two types of variances that they deal with are 

setback variances or use variances.  A use variance is the most difficult to determine.  He believes 

it puts the request at such a high level, that it is almost impossible to prove.  He is not opposed to 

the concept, he just does not like it included with the multi-family law. 

 

 Councilman Casilio said when they did the multi-family law, the intent was to establish 

small businesses in that area.  He believes this law corrects a problem that we have.  The Town 

Board has to review the requests and if it is too big, it will not go forward. 

 

 Councilman Kolber said they can go to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

 James Callahan said if the Town provided a specific list of small scale retail, he agrees that 

you would have to show proof for a use variance.  In this case, the Planning Board is 

recommending an interpretation of what would be accepted to maintain the integrity of the zone 

and not a use. 

 

 Councilman Geiger said this could be tweaked in the future if it needs to be, but the 

Planning Board has put a lot of time into this.  He feels it is a good change. 

 

 Councilman Geiger said he is concerned of setting a precedent and how can you tell the 

next person no. 

 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Supervisor Hartzell, 

seconded by Councilman Casilio to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 
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 Motion by Councilman Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger that pursuant to Article 8 

of the Environmental Conservation Law, and upon the recommendation of the Planning Board, 

the Clarence Town Board issues a Negative Declaration on the proposed Zoning Law Amendment 

related to conditions associated with the Multiple Family Housing Special Exception Use Permit 

(Chapter 229-126 of the Code of the Town of Clarence).   After thorough review of the draft law 

and the Short EAF as prepared by the Town Planning Department, it is determined that the 

proposed action will not have a significant negative impact upon the environment.  Upon roll call 

– Ayes:  Councilmen Geiger, DiCostanzo, Casilio and Supervisor Hartzell.  Noes:  Councilman 

Kobler.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on July 8, 2015, and after all interested 

parties having been heard, the Clarence Town Board adopts Local Law No. 2 of the year 2015 

amending the Code of the Town of Clarence Chapter 229-Zoning, Article XV; §229-126 and 

Article XVII; §229-168.  This local law shall be effective upon filing with the New York State 

Department of State. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:   Councilmen Geiger, DiCostanzo, Casilio and Supervisor Hartzell.  

Noes:  Councilman Kobler.  Motion carried. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider a Local Law amending Chapter 173 Satellite, 

Antennas and Towers  of the Code of the Town of Clarence to address Wind Energy Conversion 

Systems.  James Callahan said this law was originally adopted in 1997, and does not address wind 

energy conversion systems.  It only addresses tower height of 60 feet in all zones.  The Town has 

recently received several requests for wind turbines on private property with towers exceeding 60 

feet.  The Zoning Board of Appeals receives requests for variances with no formal basis in local 

law to guide their decision. 

 The Planning Board has forwarded a recommendation with zoning and lot size for 

determining tower height while protecting residential property rights. 

 

Speaking to the subject: 

 John Rubinstein said towers along County Road or other non-residential areas should be 

encouraged.  He believes it is extremely inappropriate to allow such structures in the middle of 

areas already zoned residential.  The visual and auditory pollution, health effects and degradation 

of property values have been discussed.  The lower tower height does not ameliorate those effects 

and may increase the noise pollution.  He believes the harmful effects of microwave radiation are 

well known if the towers are also used as cell or transmission towers. 

 People are attracted to Clarence for the quality of life.  When you purchase a home in a 

residentially zoned area, you should not have to worry about waking up one morning feeling you 

are in an industrial park.   

 Mr. Rubinstein said if this is changed, he asks that the towers be sited no closer than one 

half of a mile to the nearest current residential zone.  He feels this protects the rights of the property 

owners as well as allowing for green energy expansion. 

 

 Tressa Romanowski said she does not feel that wind turbines belong in a residential area 

at all.  They are more appropriate for a rural farm area.  She does not see what will be accomplished 

by raising the height.  The petitioners said they cannot get the power that they need at a lower 

height.  This will affect the entire town.  It should have been part of the master plan and discussed 

extensively.  The new law states that it must be at least five acres.  There are five acre lots out on 

Strickler Road.  People moved here for the open spaces and do not want to see it become like 

Amherst.  It is a great place to live.  Once the heritage and the rural character of the town are gone, 

you cannot get it back. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo asked how high the tower in the Natale development.is on County 

Road. 

 James Callahan said the tower is about 58 feet. 

 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman Casilio, 

seconded by Councilman Kolber to close the Public Hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 
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  Rock the Barn requests a Special Event Permit for July 17–18, 2015 for the 11th Annual 

Event to benefit Meals on Wheels at 9015 Main Street.  Paul Justinger said the money they raise 

benefits residents in Akron, Clarence and Newstead.  The event is on Friday from 5pm to 11pm 

and Saturday from 2pm to 11pm.  He said some of the volunteers have been delivering meals for 

35 years. 

 Councilman Kolber said his wife has been delivering meals for about 25 years.  She worries 

about them and is sad when she loses someone on her route. 

 Mr. Justinger said the relationship is as important as the meal itself to most people. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to approve the request of 

the applicant for a Special Event Permit for the “11th Annual Rock the Barn” event to be held on 

July 17 & 18, 2015 at 9015 Main Street.  On the question, Councilman Casilio said the Annual 

Event is held to benefit Meals-on-Wheels.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said the Town Board is not taking action on the local law 

regarding wind energy systems tonight. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Casilio to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Applications - A.  Clarence Concert Association – 2016 Monthly Meetings 

& Summer Concert Series; B.  Clarence Soccer Club – 2016 Monthly Meetings; C.  Clarence Arts 

& Crafts Society – 2016 Monthly Meetings, Nov. 4-6, 2016; D.  Clarence Women’s Club – 2016 

Monthly Meetings; May 20-21, 2016; Legion Hall Applications – A.  Lisa Campione – July 18, 

2015; B.  James Larkin – July 19, 2015; C.  Hannah Craig – Aug. 22, 2015; D.  Irene Darlak – 

Dec. 6, 2015; E.  Clarence Republican Committee – 2016 Monthly Meetings; and Park Special 

Request – A.  Shefalika Prasad – A Tennis Court for 2 separate days.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; 

Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Kolber, seconded by Supervisor Hartzell that after proper audit and 

review by the Town Board, the following bills of July 2, 2015 are approved for payment:  General 

Fund - $240,761.43; Highway Fund - $77,367.06; Water District - $219.01; Fire Protection 

Districts - $900.00; Drainage District - $21,176.82; Sewer Districts - $200.00; Capital Fund - 

$31,219.44; Aquatic Growth District - $450.00; and Trust & Agency 203 - $5,747.50 for a total 

amount of $378,041.26.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

“For the Good of the Town” 

 James Blum said in regard to the tower law, they do not add to the rural character of the 

town.  In other places, people have disguised their look.  They may even have installed technology 

on the blades that you cannot see.  The look needs to be addressed before the law goes any further. 

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Hartzell adjourned the meeting at 8:08 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                                        Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                             Town Clerk 
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