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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 
August 8, 2018 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Casilio called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M. Members of the Town Board 

present were Councilmember’s J. Paul Shear, Christopher Greene, Robert Geiger and 

Peter DiCostanzo.    Other Town Officials present were Assistant to the Supervisor Karen 

Jurek, Director of Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski, Town Attorney 

Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat, Director of Community Development 

James Callahan, Assistant Director of Community Development Jonathan Bleuer and 

Senior Building Inspector David Metzger.   

Director of Community Development – James Callahan 

Public Hearings: 

Lifestyle Center District – amendment to Zoning Law (Chapter 229) 

The Zoning Code was recently updated to include a Lifestyle Center Zoning District that 

will allow for a mix of uses in a master planned setting to address issues of character, 

access and open space within a mixed use design.  Some minor amendments to the code 

have been added to clarify long term design standards within a Lifestyle Center District.  

Proposed amendments have been worked on with Town Consultant and potential 

applicant.  The Town Board has final authority to approve amendments to the Zoning 

Law.   

 

Formal Agenda items: 

Brothers of Mercy 10570 Bergtold Road 

Applicant is proposing a relocation and expansion of existing assisted living units.  The 

proposed site is located on the northwest corner of Ransom Road and Bergtold Road.  

The existing senior housing, assisted living and rehabilitation center is contained on a 

92+/- acre campus in the Restricted Business Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board 

will have final approval authority for assisted living units via a Special Exception Use 

Permit.  There are many issues that will need to be addressed through the formal review 

process including sewer capacity, wetlands impacts, density, drainage, traffic flow, 

architectural style etc.  Referral to the Planning Board will initiate formal review of the 

project including SEQRA.  Ultimately, a public hearing will have to be scheduled to 

consider a Special Exception Use Permit.   

 

Work Session items for consideration August 22, 2018: 

UNYTS 444 Bryant & Stratton Way 

Applicant is proposing a 15,700 square foot warehouse and office addition attached to 

the existing commercial building located on approximately 4.8 acres in the Commercial 

Zoning District.  Prior to Planning Board review, the Town Board has an opportunity to 

review and comment on new projects.  The existing building location and site constraints 

provide a challenge for expansion.  The proposed addition is primarily warehouse and 

fleet storage, several overhead doors/bays are being proposed which will face Bryant & 

Stratton Way.  The applicants have previously met with the Planning Board Executive 

Committee outlining design iterations that attempt to soften the front facing facades.   

 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio 

Motions: 

 Special Event Request – Clarence Center VFC Benevolent Association annual 

Labor Day Parade September 3, 2018 

 

 Special Event Request – Brothers of Mercy Octoberfest and 5K Run/Walk 

September 7, 2018 

 

 Consider purchase of (3) new pickup trucks for the Highway Department 
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 Appointment to MEO position in the Highway Department 

 

With the help of Jonathan Bleuer, Supervisor Casilio announced that in response to his 

letter to the NYS Department of Transportation, bike lanes will be installed along Main 

Street.  Next year Sheridan Drive will be reconfigured down to two lanes with a center 

turning lane and bike lanes.   

 

There is no signal device at Overlook Drive and Main Street, it was suggested that striping 

be added similar to what was installed at Rock Oak and Kraus Road. 

 

Supervisor Casilio received a letter from a representative from Clarence School High 

School that hosted the Senior Class picnic in June.  She was not happy with the condition 

of the park/pavilion on Main Street and is requesting her money be refunded.  Instead of 

refunding her money, the Town Board agreed to waive the fee next year.   

 

Supervisor Casilio along with Town Attorney Meckler met with Clarence School 

Superintendent regarding a School Resource Officer.  The District is interested in 

sponsoring a second SRO for Clarence Middle School however they are not requesting 

a second vehicle. The town will provide a uniform and everything that was supplied to the 

current SRO.  The county has approved the creation of the position.  Councilman 

DiCostanzo spoke to the County about the Sheriff’s Department filling these positons but 

that would be cost prohibitive.  Councilman DiCostanzo questioned why the school cannot 

hire the SRO on their own and why the town has to be involved.   A lengthy discussion 

followed as to the job description.  Supervisor Casilio informed the Board that this is a 

part time position and is funded by the School District.  Further discussion will take place 

in Executive Session.      

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

Motions: 

 Consider unpaid leave of absence for Parks Department employee 

 

Councilman DiCostanzo thanked Karen Jurek for meeting with insurance representatives 

regarding Cyber Insurance.  Karen received quotes of $4,600. and $5,300.  The higher 

quote gives twice the coverage and there is no deductible for incident response costs.  

This will be added to our current insurance policy. 

 

Councilman DiCostanzo, Supervisor Casilio, Highway Superintendent Dussing and Parks 

Crew Chief James Burkard met at Memorial Park regarding the Soccer Club’s request to 

expand the parking lot and install drainage.    The Parks and Highway Department can 

do the work but it will have to be done when their schedules allow.  The Soccer Club will 

pay for all material.   

 

Councilman DiCostanzo, Kimberly Ignatowski and outside counsel met with 

representatives from the Town of Amherst LOSAP Committee.  Amherst obtained RFP’s 

and did some research and concluded that the best idea for East Amherst and Swormville 

VFC is to combine their LOSAP assets with other assets they already have with M&T 

Bank.   

 

Councilman Robert Geiger 

Councilman Geiger has several announcements to make. 
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Councilman Christopher Greene 

Motions: 

 Appoint Dog Control Officer PT 

 

 Endorse application and authorize Supervisor to sign for funding through the NYS 

Department of Transportation – Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 

 

Councilman J. Paul Shear 

Motions: 

 Authorization for James Callahan and Jonathan Bleuer to attend the annual 

Upstate NY American Planning Association Conference 

 

Town Engineer Tim Lavocat 

Pre-construction meetings were held today for Old Post Circle reconstruction project and 

the Historical Museum rehabilitation project.  Weather permitting, the Senior Center roof 

project is scheduled to begin next Friday. 

 

Director of Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski informed the Town Board that 

budget requests were distributed to Department Heads and are due by August 29th.   

 

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to § 105(1) F of the Open Meetings Law to discuss the employment 

history of a particular person or corporation.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  

Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 5:19PM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder  

Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 6:00 PM.  Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried.  No action 

taken. 

 

` 
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,        

August 8, 2018 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.  Pledge to the flag was 

led by Councilman Peter DiCostanzo, followed by a prayer given by Pastor Nickel of Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church. 

  

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers J. Paul Shear, Christopher 

Greene, Robert Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo and Supervisor Patrick Casilio.  Other Town officials 

present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, Town Attorney Lawrence 

Meckler and Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to accept the 

minutes of the work session and regular meeting held July 25, 2018.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; 

Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to approve the following 

Special Event as requested by the Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Company Benevolent 

Association, Inc.: 

 Annual Labor Day Parade:  

  Date: September 3, 2018 – Parade will begin at 1:00 p.m. to end at 

approximately 3:00 p.m. (line-up begins at 12:30 p.m.)  

  (Parade Route:  Line up will begin at 12:30 p.m. in the Pine Breeze subdivision.  

The parade starts at 1:00 p.m. sharp from the Town of Clarence Highway Department, travels 

south on Goodrich Road, east on High Street, south on Elm and west on Clarence Center Road to 

the Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Company (as outlined in submitted letter).   

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said all appropriate authorities will be notified and a 

Certificate of Insurance will be provided naming the Town as an additional insured. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the request for 

the following special event: 

 Brothers of Mercy Octoberfest and 5-K Run/Walk, to be held on Friday, September 7, 

2018 from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at 4520 Ransom  Road (Run/Walk will be from 6:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m.). 

 Number of People Expected:  approximately 400+/-  

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said the route for 5-K run is as per the submitted map. 

Certificate of Insurance will be submitted.  All the appropriate authorities will be notified including 

the Clarence Highway Department.  The applicant will obtain any permits they may need from 

Erie County and New York State for use of their highways, if applicable. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene that upon the 

recommendation of Highway Superintendent James Dussing, the Clarence Town Board approves 

the purchase of the following new pick-up trucks from Van Bortel Ford or Rochester, NY to 

replace H-1, H-2 and H-3for the Highway Department piggybacking off of the Onondaga Bid 

#87712018 for H-1 and H-2 and Onondaga Bid #79742019 for H-3: 

 

     1 - 2018 Ford F-150 at a cost not to exceed $31,825.04 less trade in of $12,500.00 

 

 1 - 2018 Ford F-150 at a cost not to exceed $29,929.75 less trade in of $11,500.00 

 

 1 - 2019 Ford F-350 at a cost not to exceed $30,197.00 less trade in of $12,000.00 

       

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said the funds for the purchase of the three vehicles 

are available in the 2018 Highway Budget account No. 002.5130.0279. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to appoint Brett Reitmeier 

to the position of MEO in the Highway Department effective August 7, 2018 at Step 2 of the Blue 

Collar Unit Contract.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 
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 Supervisor Casilio said the Town of Clarence has been responsible for providing SRO 

officers for the Clarence School District as the agency for providing protection even though we do 

not have a police department.  The School District has voted to approve funding a second SRO 

officer in a part time position at the Clarence Middle School.  The Town will enter into an 

agreement with the Clarence School District, who will reimburse the Town for the cost. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to create the position of 

Special Patrol Officer RPT. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said this is being done for Civil Service purposes and 

the position is competitive. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said, as the Supervisor stated in the work session, who would not 

want to vote for the good of public safety.  He feels there should be another way to do this through 

the County, but it is more expensive.  He also feels that if this is such a need in the schools, they 

should try to solve the problem themselves. 

 Supervisor Casilio said Legislator Patrick Gallivan has tried to get legislation through the 

State to provide the officers and funding, but it did not pass. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio congratulated the Chamber of Commerce on another successful Taste 

of Clarence event. 

 Councilman Geiger added a thank you to the Parks Department and Highway Department 

for their help in getting things set up.  The best entrée went to Bonefish Grill for their Bang Bang 

Shrimp, best appetizer went to Mooney’s for their Hog Wings, best dessert went to Genevieve’s 

for their Key Lime Cheesecake and Brennan’s Pub won the Silver Spoon for the third year in a 

row. 

 Supervisor Casilio announced that the Town installed the clock purchased by the Hollow 

Association at the Farmer’s Market location. 

 Councilman Geiger wished Supervisor Casilio a Happy Birthday. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the request 

of Parks Employee, Paul Herberger, Jr., for an unpaid leave of absence for Friday, October 12 and 

Monday, October 15, 2018 for his wedding. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said Mr. Herberger disclosed at the time of the 

interview process that he would require time off on these dates for his wedding.  This request is 

being granted pursuant to the provisions in Article 22 of the BCU Contract.  By granting this 

request, the Town Board is not creating precedence setting policy.  Any request for an unpaid leave 

of absence will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Geiger thanked the Parks Department for also installing electric to the 

buildings at the Farmer’s Market.  They have been working off of a generator all these years. 

 Supervisor Casilio said we also needed a power source for the clock and the cameras in 

that area.  It made sense to get the market wired in too. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo that upon the 

recommendation of Jerome Schuler, Lauren Weber is appointed to the position of Dog Control 

Officer-PT effective August 13, 2018 at the budgeted hourly rate. 

 On the question, Councilman Greene said this appointment is being made to fill an open 

position due to the resignation of Justin Rayner. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Clarence expresses its support for the 

preparation and submittal of the grant application to the New York State Department of 

Transportation (NYSDOT) Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant Program for the 

following project: West Shore Line Trail Expansion Project; and 

 WHEREAS, these improvements will create a safer environment for pedestrians of all ages 

and abilities, will remove barriers to walking, will improve safety for students who walk or bike 

to school, and will encourage walking and biking as healthier alternatives to motorized 

transportation by creating a contiguous route to serve trips that could otherwise be made by 

motorized vehicles. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Clarence also expresses its commitment to provide a 

combination of cash and in-kind services to equal at least 20 percent of the total project costs in 

order to meet the non-federal share requirements of this grant program, to streamline the project, 

and to ensure its completion in a timely manner for the benefit of the traveling public.  In addition, 

the Town of Clarence is willing to accept responsibility for the project development in accordance 

with federal requirements for a total project budget cost of $1,953,157.00 and grant funds in the 

amount of $1,562,525.60 (80%), and that upon approval of the application for financial assistance 

that the Town make available $390,631.40 (20%) in matching funds to satisfy the requirements of 

the funding program. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to grant the request of 

James Callahan and Jonathan Bleuer to attend the 2018-Annual Upstate New York American 

Planning Association (APA) Conference to be held in Ithaca, NY from October 3 through October 

5, 2018 with the use of a Town vehicle and all reasonable and necessary costs covered by the 

Town. 

 On the question, Councilman Shear said the cost of the conference is a budgeted item. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Shear announced that on Sunday, August 19th the Clarence Historical Museum 

will have Folk Music on the Porch with two different groups from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

 

 In regard to Public Participation, no one spoke. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider a Local Law amending the Code of the Town 

Clarence Chapter 229 Zoning – Lifestyle Center District.  James Callahan said the Lifestyle Center 

District law was adopted on January 17, 2018 to create this zoning classification.  Since that time, 

the Planning Department and the consultant Sean Hopkins have been working with local 

stakeholders to refine the code and improve the process that is best for the Town long term.  The 

draft was developed for consideration by the Town Board.  The amendment involves specific 

approval processes with respect to public assemblies and special events. 

 With no one speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman DiCostanzo, 

seconded by Councilman Greene to close the Public Hearing. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on August 8, 2018, to consider a Local 

Law Amending the Code of the Town of Clarence, Chapter 229 and after all interested parties 

having been heard, the Clarence Town Board adopts Local Law No. 4 of the year 2018 amending 

the Code of the Town of Clarence Chapter 229-Zoning, Article XIIIa Lifestyle Center District.  

This local law shall become effective immediately upon filing in the Office of the Secretary of 

State of the State of New York in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal home Rules Law. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said basically this law allows the owner of the mall to turn it into a 

lifestyle center which includes apartments, retail, recreation, etc.  It does not allow big box type 

stores.  It will benefit the Town in the future. 

 James Callahan said the minimum limit is 25 acres for this type of development.  There 

will be a public hearing in two weeks to rezone the mall to this zoning classification. 

 

  Brothers of Mercy requests preliminary concept review of a relocation/expansion of 

assisted living and memory care beds at 10570 Bergtold Road.  James Callahan said the location 

is the northwest corner of Ransom Road and Bergtold Road consisting of 92 acres in the Restricted 

Business Zone.  It is an existing senior housing, long term care and rehab center.  The proposed 

project relocates existing units and adds additional assisted living and memory care units.  The 

Town Board has final approval authority for the Special Exception Use Permit required. 

 Ellen Parker of Wendel was present representing Brothers of Mercy.  The proposed project 

includes relocating the assisted living units in the Sacred Heart facility to the new building and 

adding memory care units.  There will be common areas for both wings for meals, and other 
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amenities for the residents.  Brothers of Mercy feels this is necessary to meet the market demands 

with a more modern facility.  The building will consist of approximately 90,000 square feet. 

 Councilman Shear said it has been brought to their attention that there have been a great 

many emergency calls to the facility.  He proposes that they consider a location for an ambulance 

to be present. 

 He asked what is proposed for the old building. 

 Ellen Parker said they have no immediate plan, but it will probably be refurbished and used 

for a clinic or medical services or offices. 

 Supervisor Casilio said there are no elevation drawings.  Will this come back for 

architectural approval? 

 James Callahan said the Town Board can review the architectural style when it comes back 

for the Special Exception Permit approval. 

 Ellen Parker said the building to the left is two-story and the right is one-story.  The one-

story level of the memory care area will actually be level with the second story of the assisted 

living because the land slopes down in that area of the site. 

  Supervisor Casilio said he believes both Boards would like to see masonry element to the 

building in keeping with the other buildings.  A lot of this building may not be visible to Ransom 

Road. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to refer the request of the 

applicant, Brothers of Mercy, for Preliminary Concept review to the Planning Board to initiate a 

formal review of the proposed relocation and expansion of the existing senior housing, assisted 

living units and memory care at 10570 Bergtold Road. Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Applications – A.  Clarence Democratic Committee – Sept. 27, 2018; B.  

Patrick Casilio – Aug. 29, 2018; Legion Hall Applications – A.  Chris Campolo – Sept. 22, 2018; 

and Heather Milone – Oct. 6, 2018.  On the question, Supervisor Casilio said he abstains on the 

Clubhouse Application he submitted.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene that after proper 

audit and review by the Town Board, the following bills of August 9, 2018 are approved for 

payment:  General Fund - $139,454.28; Highway Fund - $208,753.19; Drainage District - 

$1,950.09; Lighting Districts - $671.77; Sewer Districts - $18,274.01; Capital Fund - $456,351.94; 

and Trust & Agency 203 - $100,490.85 for a total amount of $925,946.13.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

  

 Councilman DiCostanzo wished Supervisor Casilio a Happy Birthday! 

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Casilio adjourned the meeting at 6:43 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                                 Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                       Town Clerk 
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