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A Work Session of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday, 
November 14, 2018 at Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

Supervisor Casilio called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M. Members of the Town Board 

present were Councilmember’s J. Paul Shear, Christopher Greene, Robert Geiger and 

Peter DiCostanzo.      Other Town Officials present were Assistant to the Supervisor Karen 

Jurek, Director of Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski, Town Attorney 

Lawrence Meckler, Town Engineer Tim Lavocat, Director of Community Development 

James Callahan, Assistant Director of Community Development Jonathan Bleuer, Senior 

Building Inspector David Metzger and Planning Board Chairman Robert Sackett.   

Director of Community Development – James Callahan 

UNYTS 4444 Bryant & Stratton Way 

Applicant is proposing a 15,700 square foot warehouse and office addition to the existing 

commercial building.  The proposed site is located on the south side of Bryant & Stratton 

Way, north of Main Street on 4.8 acres in the Commercial Zoning District.  The existing 

building location and site constraints provide a challenge for expansion.  The proposed 

addition is primarily warehouse and fleet storage.  Several overhead doors/bays are being 

proposed which will face Bryant & Stratton Way.  The applicants have previously met with 

the Planning Board Executive Committee outlining design iterations that attempt to soften 

the front facing facades.  The Town Board tabled this item at the 8/22/18 meeting and 

asked for modified elevations to soften the appearance from the public ROW.   

 

Harris Hill Commons 

Applicant is seeking Final Plat approval and public road dedication on the installed 

infrastructure.  The previously approved Open Space Design Subdivision that received 

Development Plan approval on March 4, 2015 is located on the west side of Harris Hill 

Road south of Greiner Road in a residential classification.  Phase II has been under 

construction for several weeks and is nearing completion.  Phase II involved construction 

of approximately 425’ of Anfield Road and approximately 540’ of Trafford Court. Per the 

Subdivision Law, the Town Board has final approval authority for approving Final Plats 

and for dedicating public infrastructure.  The Engineering Office and Highway Department 

will have to approve the construction, all legal documents must be transferred prior to 

Town Board action.    

 

Work Session items for consideration: November 28, 2018 

Benderson Development 5183 Transit Road 

Applicant is seeking approvals necessary to construct a 10,000+/- square foot outparcel 

building in front of the existing BJ’s Wholesale Club.  The proposed site is located in the 

existing retail plaza on the east side of Transit Road, south of Greiner Road in the Major 

Arterial Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has an opportunity to comment on 

commercial buildings in the Major Arterial Zone prior to forwarding to the Planning Board 

for review and approval.  Traffic flow and architectural style will need to be addressed in 

reviewing this project.  An action under SEQRA will be required. 

A three year required traffic study regarding the Greiner Road access road is scheduled 

and Supervisor Casilio suggested discussion take place regarding a traffic signal where 

the new City Mattress store has relocated.    

 

Domenic Piestrak – Clarence Center Traditional Neighborhood (TND) Project 

The applicant is proposing a 40+/- lot Open Space Design Subdivision.  The proposed 

site is situated on the south side of Clarence Center Road, east of Herr Road on existing 

vacant land consisting of 68+/- acres in the Residential Single Family Zone within 

Clarence Sewer District #2.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town Board has final approval 

authority to allow for Open Space Design Developments.  A full environmental review of 

the proposal will be necessary prior to acting on the application.  Referral to the Planning 
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Board will initiate formal review.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding a recreation 

trail.  This proposed project would take the bike trail north however the concern is getting 

the trail through the state wetlands.  The DEC is not in favor of disturbing the wetlands.  

It will be a big expense to develop the bike trail but the developer has stated on the record 

that he is committed to putting in the trail.   

 

Brothers of Mercy 10507 Bergtold Road 

Applicant is proposing a relocation and expansion of existing assisted living units and 

memory care.  The proposed site is located on the northwest corner of Ransom Road 

and Bergtold Road at existing senior housing, assisted living and rehabilitation center 

located on a 92+/- acre campus in the Restricted Business Zone.  Per the Zoning Law, 

the Town Board will have final approval authority for assisted living units via a Special 

Exception Use Permit.  The Planning Board has issued a Negative Declaration on the 

project and approved the Concept Plan.  A public hearing will be scheduled to consider 

the Special Exception Use Permit required for the project. 

 

Domenic Piestrak – Spaulding Green Open Space Design Subdivision 

Applicant is proposing an amendment to Phases VII and Phase VIII of the approved 

design of the existing previously approved Open Space Design Subdivision consisting of 

380+/- sub-lots in a residential single family classification.  Per the Zoning Law, the Town 

Board has final approval authority for approving and amending Open Space Design 

Developments.  The Planning Board has forwarded a recommendation on the proposed 

amendments and issued a Negative Declaration under SEQRA.    

 

Supervisor Patrick Casilio 

Motions: 

 Approve the transfer of funds in the 2018 General Fund Budget 

 

 Appoint Diane Nardolillo as Clerk PT  

 

 Road Acceptance – Waterlefe Drive, Dillon Court, Donegal Manor 

 

 Consider purchase of 2019 Ford Transit 250 Van for Animal Control 

 

 Appoint Laborer FT in the Highway Department 

 

The Town has been receiving requests to erect “Free Libraries” throughout the town.  One 

of which would be located on Town property.   The Board was concerned with possible 

vandalism and maintenance.     

 

Supervisor Casilio along with Councilman DiCostanzo, Councilman Geiger and 

Councilman Greene attended a meeting hosted by County Legislature Edward Rath 

regrading erosion along Tonawanda Creek.  Funding will become available next year to 

address the issues.   

 

Several days ago, Supervisor Casilio met with representatives regarding the Community 

Development Block Grant. 

 

Several Town Board members have met with Charles Kelkenberg regarding the 

construction of a storage unit facility at the corner of County and Goodrich Roads in the 

Industrial Park Zone.  Councilman Shear stated that this location is a main entrance to 

the Town of Clarence from the north.  The Planning Board has been working diligently 

the last several years to encourage better looking buildings along that area and clean up 

what is currently there including appropriate landscaping.  If the Board were to consider 
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a self-storage facility, Councilman Shear stated that he would like to see a commercial 

building in the front facing County Road constructed of brick on all sides and 

landscaping.to make this particular piece of property a significant entrance into the Town 

of Clarence.  Supervisor Casilio requested a mixed use - a business/commercial element 

at the front of the property.  He also suggested masonry construction.  Councilman Geiger 

said that in looking at the design, he is looking at a “factory in a farm community” and 

wondered if there was another area in Clarence where this project could locate to.   

Another concern was outside storage of recreational vehicles.  Terry Mahon the operation 

manager for Schmidt Sales was present and stated that he met with Charles Kelkenberg 

and their plan is to construct a self-storage facility.  Knowing where the building would be 

located, he said it would be totally screened with landscaping and nice fencing.  The 

buildings would be 8’ tall with proper screening it would have a nice façade and there 

would be no outside storage whatsoever.  Councilman Shear stated that the town has 

had problems in the past with people agreeing to put in all the necessary trees and 

vegetation to make a project aesthetically pleasing then the trees die and the owners do 

nothing about replacing them.  Mr. Mahon state that they will work with the town any way 

they can whether it is to construct berms or other landscaping.  Supervisor Casilio 

suggested the applicant take the Town Boards recommendations and present plans to 

the Board for a mixed use, masonry structure.   

 

 

Councilman Peter DiCostanzo 

Motions: 

 Appoint Laura Conover-Wentland to position of Senior Clerk in the Parks 

Department 

 

 Appoint Recreation Specialists PT for Winter Recreation Program 

 

 Authorize Supervisor to sign renewal agreement with U & S Services for Town Hall 

and Library HVAC preventative maintenance  

 

Director Administration and Finance Kimberly Ignatowski, Town Clerk Nancy Metzger and 

Councilman DiCostanzo met with representatives from JP Morgan Chase to discuss Cash 

Management.  With interest rates rising, the town has a chance to make more money by 

putting the money in Certificates of Deposit. 

 

The Audit Committee will meet on November 30, 2018.  

 

Assistant to the Supervisor Karen Jurek has begun working on the Organizational 

meeting.  Councilman DiCostanzo suggested the Board contact their liaison assignments 

and notify Karen of any changes.  

 

Councilman Robert Geiger 

Councilman Geiger commended the Historical Society on their presentation about Circuit 

Riders and their importance in our history. In the middle 1800’s Circuit Riders were clergy 

assigned to travel around on horseback to specific geographic territories to minister to 

settlers and organize congregations.  

 

Councilman Christopher Greene 

Motions: 

 Approve Transfer of Funds in the 2018 Budget – Computer Account 

 

 Consider request for Petty Cash at the Youth Bureau  
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The Holiday Tree Lighting will take place at the Main Street Park on November 30th.  

 

The Clarence Youth Board is collecting turkeys for the food pantry, there is a need 

especially after Thanksgiving before Christmas.    

Councilman J. Paul Shear 

Councilman Shear noted that a public hearing will be held at Clarence Town Hall on 

December 12, 2018 to conduct the Annual Review of Clarence 2030, the Town of 

Clarence Comprehensive Plan.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals met last night regarding The Abby (Phase II apartments) 

on Transit Road.  The ZBA approved eight apartments vs. six apartments on the same 

footprint.  The building does not get any larger, the apartments get smaller.  The property 

to the rear is being purchased by several residents that back up to it either on Old Post 

Road or Clarherst.   

There was a large amount of push back from the neighbors regarding the proposed Bliss 

project on Goodrich Road.  The way the road way is drawn through to Deerview causes 

one of the corner lots to be reduced in size and become non-conforming.   

Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to § 105(1) F of the Open Meetings Law to discuss the employment 

history of a particular person(s),  § 105 (1) H the proposed acquisition of real property 

and one Attorney Client item to discuss.    Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 5:34 PM. 

 

Darcy A. Snyder 

Deputy Town Clerk 

 

Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Supervisor Casilio to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 6:10 PM. Upon roll call – Ayes: All; Noes: None.  Motion carried.  No action 

taken.   
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 Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Clarence was held on Wednesday,        

November 14, 2018 at the Clarence Town Hall, One Town Place, Clarence, New York. 

 

 Supervisor Patrick Casilio called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  Pledge to the flag was 

led by Councilman Christopher Greene followed by a prayer given by Councilman Robert Geiger. 

  

 Members of the Town Board present were Councilmembers J. Paul Shear, Christopher 

Greene, Robert Geiger, Peter DiCostanzo and Supervisor Patrick Casilio.  Other Town officials 

present were Director of Community Development James Callahan, Town Attorney Lawrence 

Meckler and Town Engineer Timothy Lavocat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to accept the 

minutes of the work session and regular meeting held October 24, 2018.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  

All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the transfer of 

funds in the 2018 General Budget as follows; 

  $883.48 from account - 001-3120.417.102 Vehicle Maintenance/Gas, Oil 

to account no.  001-3120.273-102 – Special Patrol Officer-Uniforms. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger to appoint Diane 

Nardolillo as Clerk, P/T at the budgeted rate of pay of $13.5907 hour, effective November 15, 

2018.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried.  

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the construction of Waterlefe Drive, Dillon Court and Donegal Manor have 

been completed in accordance with as-built drawings and the roads have been accepted for 

maintenance by the Town of Clarence and are currently open to vehicular traffic for the public; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 RESOLVED,  that 1,249+/- linear feet of Waterlefe Drive, 386+/-linear feet of Dillon 

Court and 722+/-linear feet of Donegal Manor shall be included in the 2018 Local Highway 

Mileage inventory of the Town of Clarence; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) is 

requested to include 1,249+/- linear feet Waterlefe Drive, 386+/-linear feet of Dillon Court and 

722+/-linear feet of Donegal Manor on the Town of Clarence's Inventory of Streets. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Geiger that upon the 

recommendation of the Highway Superintendent, approval is given for the purchase of a 2019 Ford 

Transit 250 Van (Low Roof, 60/40 Passenger, 130 WB, Oxford White) for Animal Control as per 

the quote and priced off the Onondaga Bid #RFB-8415 at the price of $28,859.58. 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio said the funds are available in the Vehicle Replacement 

account # 001.5132.0280. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Supervisor Casilio, seconded by Councilman Shear that upon the 

recommendation of the Highway Superintendent, Timothy Smith is appointed to the position of 

Laborer FT for the Highway Department at Step 1 of the Blue Collar Unit Contract effective 

November 20, 2018 subject to receipt of all pre-employment paperwork and pre-employment 

requirements being met.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio said he attended a meeting last night, along with councilmembers and 

the Highway Superintendent, at St. Stephens Church on Tonawanda Creek Road.  It was an 

informational meeting held by County Legislator Ed Rath on the road collapse in that area.  He 

told them that money is going to be available for reconstruction in May.  If the County is successful 

in acquiring property needed for the repair, preparation of design plans and bid documents, they 

would begin in May.  They anticipate the project to take about six months. 
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 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to appoint Laura 

Conover-Wentland to the position of Senior Clerk in the Parks Department effective retroactive to 

November 13, 2018 per the White Collar Union Contract, subject to receipt of all pre-employment 

paperwork and pre-employment requirements being met. 

  On the question, Councilman DiCostanzo said Ms. Conover-Wentland is being hired from 

the current Town of Clarence Senior Clerk list and is in the top three from Clarence.              

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene that upon the 

recommendation of the Recreation Director, the following are appointed to the position of 

Recreation Specialist PT for Winter Recreation:  Kelly Metzger at the rate of $16.40 per hour 

effective October 20, 2018; Sarah Quinn at the rate of $16.40 per hour effective December 8, 2018; 

and Jonathan Sessler at the rate of $16.40 per hour effective December 8, 2018.  Upon roll call – 

Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to authorize the 

Supervisor to sign the renewal Agreement between U & S Services Inc. and the Town of Clarence 

for preventative maintenance for the software maintenance and control for the HVAC system at 

the Clarence Town Hall and the Clarence Library for a 2-year term beginning January 1, 2019 and 

ending December 31, 2020 subject to review and approval by the Town Attorney.  Upon roll call 

– Ayes:  Councilmembers Shear, Greene, DiCostanzo and Supervisor Casilio; Noes:  None.  

Recuse:  Councilman Geiger.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman DiCostanzo congratulated the Clarence High School boys and girls soccer 

teams for a great season. 

 

 Councilman Geiger welcomed the students from Clarence High School and Williamsville 

High School. 

  

 Supervisor Casilio welcomed John Cirocco, a boy scout in attendance tonight. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman DiCostanzo to approve the 

following transfer of funds in the 2018 Budget: 

  $7,575.00 from account no. 001.1680.0479 – Computer Software  

to account no. 001.1680.0220 – Computer Equipment. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried.  

 

 Motion by Councilman Greene, seconded by Councilman Shear to approve the request 

from Dawn Kinney, Executive Director of the Clarence Youth Bureau for Petty Cash for the Youth 

Bureau in the amount of $50 to be used for tolls, parking fees, emergency items needed for 

programs and other small fees.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Greene thanked Legislator Ed Rath for his effort to get the Tonawanda Creek 

Road project moving and working with Niagara County.  This road has been closed for over four 

years.  Goodrich Road has finally been paved and he thanked him for his efforts on that also. 

 Councilman Greene announced that Friday, November 30th is the Tree Lighting event at 

the Main Street Town Park from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. held by the Clarence Youth Bureau and the 

Recreation Department. 

 

 Councilman Shear had a reminder that a public hearing will be held at the Clarence Town 

Hall on December 12, 2018 at 6:15 p.m. to conduct the Annual Review of Clarence 2030, the 

Town of Clarence Comprehensive Plan.  This public hearing was set at the 2018 Organizational 

Meeting.  This plan drives the town in the direction that we all want to see.  Ideas, questions, 

comments or concerns are all welcome. 

 

 In regard to Public Participation, no one spoke. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held to consider the Preliminary Budget and Special Districts 

Assessment Roll for the Town of Clarence for the year 2019.  Supervisor Casilio said the Town 

Board worked hard over the last month putting the budget together.  The assessments went up 

about an average of 10% and we lowered our tax rate by almost 10%.  The Town tax rate is about 

84¢ per $1,000.  We were able to stay under the New York State tax cap.  The department heads 
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have stayed within or under their budgets.  This Town Board has not taken a raise in about 10 

years.  He also did not take a raise.  We were able to meet all our contract obligations with 2% 

raises for all union and non-union employees. 

 With no one else speaking to the subject, motion was made by Councilman DiCostanzo, 

seconded by Councilman Shear to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supervisor Casilio thanked Karen Jurek, Kim Ignatowski, Larry Meckler and the Town 

Board for helping put together another budget that is below the tax cap.  Many towns are going 

over the tax cap with rates well over 84¢.  He also thanked the employees for doing things 

economically for all of us. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Councilman Shear to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 RESOLVED, that after a public hearing duly held on November 14, 2018 and after all 

interested parties being heard, the Clarence Town Board adopts the Preliminary Budget and 

Special District Assessment Roll for the Town of Clarence for the year 2019 as the Adopted 

Budget. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 UNYTS requests Preliminary Concept Review of a proposed expansion to an existing 

commercial building at 4444 Bryant & Stratton Way. 

 Supervisor Casilio recused himself from participating on this item. 

 James Callahan said the location is the west side of Bryant Stratton Way consisting of an 

existing building in the Commercial Zone.   

 Mike Berger of Sutton Architects was present on behalf of the applicants.  He thanked 

everyone for their help on this and believes they now have a design that will make everyone happy.  

The proposed addition is for garage storage for vehicles.  UNYTS is moving their operation to this 

site.  There will also be an area for shipping and receiving and office space.  The addition is 

approximately 15,000 sq. ft. and will appeal to the design components of the original building.   

They have minimized the overhead doors along the road. 

 Councilman Geiger complimented the changes made to the east and south sides of the 

building. 

 Councilman DiCostanzo said they have been working on this for a while and thanked him 

for hanging in there and changing it for the better. 

 Councilman Shear said they did a terrific job from where it was to where it is now. 

 Councilman Greene said he agrees. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to refer the request of the 

applicant to the Planning Board to initiate a formal review to consider preliminary concept review 

approval of a proposed expansion to an existing commercial building at 4444 Bryant & Stratton 

Way.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  Councilmembers Shear, Greene, Geiger and DiCostanzo; Noes:  

None.  Recuse:  Supervisor Casilio.  Motion carried. 

 

 Harris Hill Commons requests Final Plat Approval for Phase 2, including dedication of 

approximately 425 linear feet of Anfield Road and approximately 540 linear feet of Old Trafford 

Court to accommodate 18 residential building lots.  James Callahan said this is a previously 

approved Open Space Design Subdivision located on the west side of Harris Hill Road, south of 

Greiner Road in the Residential Single Family Zone. 

 Ken Zollitsch with the engineering firm GPI was present to seek Final Plat Approval for 

Phase 2.  All roads and infrastructure are installed and reviewed by the Town and County.  They 

were found acceptable. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Shear, seconded by Councilman Geiger to approve the request of 

the applicant for Final Plat Approval for Phase 2 of Harris Hill Commons including the dedication 

of approximately 425+/- linear feet of Anfield Road and approximately 540+/- linear feet of Old 

Trafford Court to accommodate 18 residential Building lots, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. All conditions as approved by the Town Engineer. 

  

2. All conditions and approvals from the Town Highway Dept. 
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3. All documents for the road dedication and any easements are to be submitted to the Town 

Attorney’s Office for review and approval prior to filing with the Erie County Clerk. 

 

4. No building permits shall be issued until the road deeds and easements are filed with the 

Erie County Clerk’s Office and proof of same is submitted to the Town Attorney’s Office. 

 

 On the question, Supervisor Casilio asked if his client is in agreement with the conditions.  

Mr. Zollitsch said yes. 

 Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene to approve the 

following:  Clubhouse Applications - A.  Cub Scouts – Monthly meetings Nov. & Dec. 2018; Jan. 

– April 2019; B.  Clarence Girls Swimming – Dec. 2, 2018; C.  Clarence Hollow Association – 

Dec. 10, 2018; D.  Clarence Republican Committee – Jan. 15, 2019; E.  Boy Scout Troop 664 – 

Jan. 19, 2019; F.  Clarence Youth Bureau – Jan. 26 & 27, 2019; Legion Hall Applications - A.  

Gary George – Dec. 8, 2018; B.  Girl Scouts – Dec. 13, 2018; C.  Kris Holler – Dec. 16, 2018; D.  

Clarence Center Elementary School – Jan. 4, 2019; E.  Dawn Snyder – Feb. 9, 2019; F.  Candace 

Holtham – Feb. 17, 2019; G.  Boy Scouts – Monthly meetings Jan. – April 2019.  Upon roll call – 

Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Greene that after proper 

audit and review by the Town Board, the bills of November 1, 2018 are approved for payment as 

follows:  General Fund - $96,776.32; Highway Fund - $38,813.43; Water District - $1,362.00; 

Drainage District - $103,483.00; Sewer Districts - $109,637.87; and Capital Fund - $12,047.98 for 

a total amount of $362,120.60.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 Motion by Councilman DiCostanzo, seconded by Councilman Geiger that after proper 

audit and review by the Town Board, the bills of November 15, 2018 are approved as follows:  

General Fund - $75,584.42; Highway Fund - $33,233.49; Drainage District - $84.00; Lighting 

Districts - $678.02; Capital Fund - $372,866.08; and Trust & Agency 203 - $3,081.60 for a total 

amount of $485,527.61.  Upon roll call – Ayes:  All; Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 There being no further business, Supervisor Casilio adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                                            Nancy C. Metzger 

                                                                                                                                  Town Clerk 
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