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GENEALOGY RECORDS 

 
Genealogy records at the Erie County Clerk’s Office may be researched personally during business hours 

Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to about 4:45 pm.  If you would like a search done for you, please make your 

request in writing to the Basement Record Room, Erie County Clerk’s Office, 92 Franklin, Buffalo, New 
York 14202.  The cost for search is $5 for every two years per category.  

 
The following records are available ON MICROFILM ONLY: 

 

Birth Records from September 17, 1881 – December 15, 1913 for the City of Buffalo ONLY; Delayed 
Birth Certificates; No Index available.  You must come in person to research the microfilmed records in 

the Clerk’s Office, as there are no available personnel to perform this service.  Birth Records may also 
be researched at the Town or City in which the person was born:  For those born in the City of Buffalo, a 

request may be made by contacting the City of Buffalo, Vital Records, 1302 City Hall, 65 Niagara Square, 

Buffalo NY 14202.   
 

For further information, please go to:  

http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/GenealogyRecordsandResources OR 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/BirthDeathMarriageRecords/BirthCertifica

teRequest 

Birth Records may also be obtained from the State of New York, Department of Health.  Write 

to Vital Records Section, Certification Unit, PO Box 2602, Albany, New York 12220-2602. (Priority 
handling is available.) For more information, go to: http://www.health.state.ny.us/vital_records/ 

Census Records for years 1850, 1855, 1860, 1865, 1870, 1875, 1880, 1892, 1905, 1915, and 1925.  To 

search the census records, you must know the individual’s name, address, election district, and ward.   
The books are kept by election ward, then district and block, street name and house number.   You must 

come in person to research the microfilmed records, as there are no available personnel to perform this 
service. 

 

Census records may also be search at the Buffalo and Erie County Library, Central Branch.  
 

Death and burial records are not available at the Erie County Clerk’s Office.  You may obtain a 
Certificate of Death by contacting the City or Town Clerk’s Office where the death occurred.  Buffalo City 

Hall has some death records from 1886.  The address for your request to the City of Buffalo is Vital 
Records, 1302 City Hall, 65 Niagara Square, Buffalo, New York 14202.   

 

Burial records may be obtained by writing the cemetery in which the deceased was interred: 
 

 Forest Lawn Cemetery, Administration Building, 1411 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New 
York 14209; www.forest-lawn.com; for the following cemeteries: 

 Lakeside Cemetery – Hamburg 

 Williamsville Cemetery – Williamsville 

http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/GenealogyRecordsandResources
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/BirthDeathMarriageRecords/BirthCertificateRequest
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/BirthDeathMarriageRecords/BirthCertificateRequest
http://www.health.state.ny.us/vital_records/
http://www.forest-lawn.com/


 St. Matthews Cemetery – West Seneca 

 
 Catholic Cemeteries of Buffalo, Administrative Office, 400 Elmwood Avenue, Kenmore, 

New York 14217, (716) 873-6500; www.cathcemsbflo.com; for the following cemeteries: 
 Mount Olivet – Kenmore 

 Holy Cross – Lackawanna 

 Holy Sepulchre – Cheektowaga 
 Gate of Heaven – Lewiston 

 Queen of Heaven – Lockport 
 Assumption – Grand Island 

 
 Elmlawn Cemetery Crematory & Mausoleum Inc., 3939 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, New 

York 14217, (716) 876-8131; www.elmlawncemetery.com 

 
 Mount Calvary Cemetery Group, 800 Pine Ridge Heritage Boulevard, Cheektowaga, New 

York 14225, (716) 892-6600; www.mountcalvarycemetery.com; for the following cemeteries: 
Pine Lawn Cemetery  

Buffalo Cemetery  

United German and French Cemetery 
Ridge Lawn Cemetery 

Mount Calvary Cemetery 
  

Other cemeteries that may be found in the Telephone Book Yellow Pages or on-line: 
 
Concordia Cemetery, located at 438 Walden Avenue at Sycamore, Buffalo.  For questions about the 

cemetery, the association, how to help, or finding more details about those buried there, please write to or 
call: 

Concordia Cemetery Association, PO Box 1773, Amherst, NY 14226,  
716-892-2909 (only answered by a person on Saturdays, but there is voicemail) 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jillaine/concordia/#location  
 

Other web sites of interest regarding cemeteries in Buffalo: 

http://wnyroots.tripod.com/index-2.html 
http://members.tripod.com/~wnyroots/index-orchard.html 

http://www.buffalonian.com/history/industry/cemetaries/BUFFALOCEMETERIES.html 

.    

 
Marriage Records from 1878 to April 29, 1935.  All other records can be obtained from the City or 

Town Clerk’s Office where the marriage license was purchased.  For Buffalo City records, write to Buffalo 

City Hall, Marriage Records, 65 Niagara Square, Buffalo, New York 14202. (Priority handling is available.) 
For more information, go to:  

http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/BirthDeathMarriageRecords/MarriageCert
ificateRequest 

  
The Marriage Record will contain the names of the husband and wife, officiate, witnesses, Affidavit for 

License to Marry that contains the following information: place of residence, age, race, occupation, wife’s 

maiden name and birth country, number of previous marriages, name(s) of former spouse.  The cost is 
$5 per record. 

 
Divorce Records from the early 1800s to the present.  Divorce records are sealed for 100 years 

pursuant to New York State Law and may be obtained only by parties to the action or their respective 

attorneys.  Divorce Certificates may also be obtained from the State of New York, Department of 
Health. Write to Vital Records Section, Certification Unit, PO Box 2602, Albany, New York 12220-2602.  

http://www.cathcemsbflo.com/
http://www.elmlawncemetery.com/
http://www.mountcalvarycemetery.com/
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(Priority handling is available.)  For more information, go to: 

http://www.health.state.ny.us/vital_records/divorce.htm. 
 

Some limited information may be available upon proof of death of the concerned parties: 
 

In order to provide you with an uncertified copy of a marriage record or an abstract of a 
marriage record, you must provide a signed, sworn, and notarized statement indicating that you know 
that the parties to the marriage are deceased and that the information is being sought for genealogical 

research only and will not be used for commercial or profit making purposes.  You must also provide 
payment of the applicable statutory fees.  It is recommended that you provide a copy of each of the 

deceased party’s death certificate. 
 

All uncertified copies, abstracts or information issued for genealogical research purpose will be clearly 

marked with statement: “For genealogical purposes only.”  
 

Deeds from early 1800s.  You must come in person to research by Grantor or Grantee name, as there 
are no available personnel to perform this service. 

 

Military Discharges from March 8, 1919 to current.  Records may NOT be searched by the public.  
The record contains the name and address of the person discharged; Branch Service Serial Number; 

grade and division of service; date and place of separation; date and place of birth; military history (date 
of induction, date of active service; battle and campaigns; decorations and citations); immunization 

records; reason for separation; pay data; and insurance notice.  
 

Naturalization Records from 1827 to 1929.  Records prior to 1900 list only the name of the applicant, 

date of naturalization, country of allegiance, and names of witnesses.  Some records contain name and 
residence, age, date and place of birth, physical description, spouse and child(ren), last foreign residence, 

when and how the immigrant entered the United States (vessel, bridge, etc).  Prior to 1922, wife and 
child(ren) automatically became citizens through the naturalization of the husband and parent. 

 

Supreme Court naturalization records are now on the computer.   
 

Some records of arrival between 1891 and 1897 can be researched at the Port of New York or certain 
other Ports of Entry.  For records of arrival prior to 1891, write to the Central Reference Section, National 

Archives, Washington DC 20408, or go to www.archives.gov.  

 
Records of persons naturalized by the United States District Court, Western District of New York are 

located at the United States Court House, 68 Court Street, Buffalo, New York 14202.  
 

Records of persons naturalized between September 27, 1906 and April 1, 1956 may be obtained from the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service at http://www.uscis.gov by searching “Genealogy” or by emailing: 

Genealogy.USCIS@dhs.gov.  General information may be obtained by writing to: Information and 

Customer Service Division MS 2260, U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services, 11 Massachusetts Ave. 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20529-2260. 

 
Additional Genealogy Records and Resources may be found at 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/City_Departments/City_Clerk/GenealogyRecordsandResources 

 
http://search.ancestry.com 

 
http://FultonHistory.com 

 
Western New York Genealogical Society: http://www.wnygs.org/ 

http://www.health.state.ny.us/vital_records/divorce.htm
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/
mailto:Genealogy.USCIS@dhs.gov
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http://fultonhistory.com/
http://www.wnygs.org/


 

Local Genealogists: 
John Sly 

PO Box 343 
East Aurora, New York 14052 

JohnSly1@juno.com 

716 652-8725 
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