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The Erie County Commission on the Status of Women
and Domestic Violence Advocates Break Ground for a
Permanent Tribute Garden to Honor Victims and Survivors


(TONAWANDA, NY)–– At noon on Monday, September 15, 2014 a coalition of domestic violence advocates will celebrate the beginning of construction for a permanent Tribute Garden, honoring domestic violence victims and survivors with a groundbreaking ceremony.  The Garden, which is located in a beautiful tree-lined area of Isle View Park overlooking the river in Tonawanda, will give survivors, victims and their families a place for quiet reflection.

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz and other officials will join Tribute Garden volunteers for the construction of the “Tribute Wall”, the first design element of Tribute Garden that will highlight bricks and stones in someone’s honor or with an inspiration message. It is scheduled for completion by September 27, with a dedication ceremony taking place that day in the park during the 5th Annual Break the Cycle Bike a thon.

Sawrie Becker, the Commissioner of Public Advocacy for the ECCSW, said the Tribute Garden would do more than merely honor victims.  It will help raise awareness to, hopefully, prevent more victims.

“Now more than ever, we need to remain diligent about putting a stop to domestic violence,” said Becker.  “The Tribute Garden will serve as a living, permanent memorial to the lives that have been devastated by domestic violence and serve as an ever-present “call to action” for our community.”

Becker said domestic violence claims the lives of victims here and all across the country.  According to the National Institute of Justice and Center for Disease Control, more than 1. 5 million women – one out of every four – are physically assaulted by an intimate partner annually in the United States.  Nearly half the female homicide victims in New York were killed by their partner, according to the Erie County Coalition Against Family Violence’s website.  But girls and women are not the only victims.  One out of every nine victims of domestic abuse is male.

(more)



The total projected cost of the Tribute Garden project, to be completed in September 2015, is $250,000.  To date, about $75,000 has been raised through a combination of corporate and individual sponsors, as well as from the county.  Individuals can have a victim memorialized on the “Tribute Wall” by purchasing an engraved brick for $350, or an engraved stone for $200.  

Funds are still being raised to go toward completion of the other elements of the Tribute Garden design including the "The Donor Wall", amphitheater and trellis. 

Proceeds from this year’s fifth annual “Break the Cycle Bike-a-Thon and Walk,” and from the past two years’ events, were dedicated to help spearhead the project. About 300 people are expected to participate in this year’s bike-a-thon.  It is being held September 27 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Featured will be performances by the Buffalo Chips and the Royal Pitches, Maria Angelova, and a poetry reading by a domestic violence survivor.

The price for children to participate is $8, adults are $15 and families of four are $30. Registration is available online at http://tributegardenwny.org

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Break the Cycle Bike-a-Thon and Walk and the Tribute Garden are supported by: The Erie County Commission on the Status of Women in cooperation with Catholic Charities, Crisis Services, CSEA, Erie County Department of Social Services, Erie County Coalition Against Family Violence, Erie County Sheriff’s Office Domestic Violence Unit, Family Justice Center of Erie County, Child and Family Services Haven House, Hispanos Unidos De Buffalo, YWCA of the Tonawandas, Child and Family Services,  and community volunteers.     


More information for reporters on how to cover sensitive domestic violence stories is available on the Erie County Coalition Against Family Violence website.
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