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The New Environmental 
Assessment Forms

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Fall 2013

Goals of EAF Revision 
Process

• Reduce need for additional studies.
• Encourage more use of the short EAF.

U f t k ti

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• Use of gatekeeper questions.
• Eliminate need for a separate 

determination of significance.
• Serve as the starting point for scoping.

New Environmental 
Assessment Forms 

• Forms were adopted by the Commissioner on 
January 25, 2012.
Eff ti d t f f h d t

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• Effective date for forms was changed to 
October 7, 2013 so that workbooks and GIS 
platform are available on effective date.



22

New EAF (cont.)

• DEC has prepared companion workbooks, 
web based forms and improved GIS platform.

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• Both draft workbooks were subjected to public 
comment 

• EAFs are Fill and Savable PDFs - with links to 
Workbooks

• GIS platform (EAF Mapper) is in final testing.

EAF Workbooks
• Workbooks are intended to:

– Guide sponsors in preparing Part 1;
– Guide lead agency in reviewing Parts 2 & 3.

Workbooks provide links to spatial data (e g

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• Workbooks provide  links to spatial data (e.g., 
maps) and other sources of information.

• Workbooks make generous use of examples.
• Short EAF should not require consultant 

services to complete.

New EAF Mapper

• Project sponsor will identify site.
– Tax parcel ID #, or
– Draw polygon

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

p yg
• System will check spatial data sets.
• Populated, fill-able pdf will be returned 

including a data report.
• Save to local hard drive and complete rest of 

Part 1.
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SEAF, Part 1, Question 4

• Check all land uses that occur, on, 
adjoining and near the proposed action?
Urban ? Rural (non-ag)? Industrial?

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Urban ? Rural (non-ag)? Industrial?
Commercial? Residential (Suburban)?
Forest? Agriculture? Aquatic?
Parkland? Other?

• Workbook help in answering the questions!

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

SEAF, Part I, Question 8
• a. Will the proposed action result in a 

substantial increase in traffic above 
present levels?
b A bli t t ti i ( )

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• b. Are public transportation service(s) 
available at or near the site of the 
proposed action?

• c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or 
bicycle routes available…?

• Workbook help
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SEAF, Part I, Question 13

• Does any portion of the site of the 
proposed action or lands adjoining the 
proposed action contain wetlands or 

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

p p
other water bodies regulated by a 
federal, state or local agency?

• Workbook help!

SEAF, Part 2, Question 5

• Will the proposed action result in an 
adverse change in the existing level of 
traffic or affect existing infrastructure 

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

g
for mass transit, biking or walking?

• Workbook help

SEAF, Part 2, Question 5

• Will the proposed action result in an 
adverse change to natural resources 
(e.g., wetlands, waterbodies, 

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

( g , , ,
groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)

• Workbook help
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Making the Determination of 
Significance (Part 3)

• The Lead Agency is responsible for the 
completion of Part 3.

• For every question in Part 2 that was

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

For every question in Part 2 that was 
answered “moderate to large impact 
may occur”… complete Part 3. 

• Examples are  provided to assist in the 
analysis.

• Workbook help!

New EAF Mapper

• Project sponsor will identify site.
– Tax parcel ID #, or
– Draw polygon

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

p yg
• System will check spatial data sets.
• Populated, fill-able pdf will be returned 

including a data report.
• Save to local hard drive and complete rest of 

Part 1.

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation
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New EAF Mapper

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Let’s See How 
Some of the Features Work

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation
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NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation
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Additional SEQR News

Part 617 Changes

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Part 617 Changes

Goals of Part 617 Changes

• Improve and streamline the SEQR process 
without sacrificing meaningful  environmental 
protection.

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

• Changes are modest in nature and not 
intended to change the basic structure of an 
environmental review.

• Build on the changes made to the EAFs.
• Within the authority of DEC to implement.

Proposals
• Add more Type II items.
• Tighten language about adequacy.
• More targeted EISs through mandatory

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

More targeted EISs through mandatory 
scoping; create a better link between 
EAFs, scope and draft EIS .

• More certain time frame for completion 
of EIS.
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Information

• Check the Environmental Notice Bulletin 
at:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html

• Revised EAFs draft workbooks &

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Revised EAFs, draft workbooks & 
proposed regulatory changes at:   
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6061.html

• To be placed on service list e-mail us at:  
depprmt@gw.dec.state.ny.us

New York State
Department of 

Environmental Conservation

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation

Division of  Environmental Permits
625 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12233-1750
(518) 402-9167 

Thank You

NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation
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Appendix B 

Short Environmental Assessment Form 

Instructions for Completing              

Part 1 - Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses 
become part of the application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  
Complete Part 1 based on information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully 
respond to any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information.   

Complete all items in Part 1.  You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful 
to the lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1 - Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project:  

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone:  

E-Mail: 

Address: 

City/PO: State:  Zip Code: 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance, N
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental r
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2. 

esources t

O  

hat 

YES 

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other governmental A
Yes, list ag

gency? 
If ency(s) name and permit or approval: 

O   N YES 

3.a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?   ___________ acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?  ___________ acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?  ___________acres  

4. Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining and near the proposed action.
  9 Urban    9 Rural (non-agriculture)      9 Industrial      9 Commercial     9 Residential (suburban)   
  9 Forest 9 Agriculture   9 Aquatic 9 Other (specify): _________________________ 

  9 Parkland 
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5. Is the proposed action,
a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

NO  S 

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

YE N/A 

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural
landscape? 

NO   YES 

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental A
If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

rea

_______________________________________________________________________ 

O  ? N
_

________________

YES 

8.   a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels? 

sed action   

NO   YES 

b. Are public transportation service(s) available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near site of the propo ?
9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

____________________________________________________________________
______ _________

NO   YES 
If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies: 
___________________
___________________________________________________________________ ___ __ 
10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

     
   If  No, describe method for providing potable water: ___________________________________

_________
___ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   ES Y

NO   ES Y11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If  No, describe method for providing wastewate
     

r treatment: ________________________________ 
___ ____________________________________________________________________________________

NO  12.  a. Does the site contain a structure that is listed on either the State or National Register of Historic 
Places?   
Is the proposed action located in an archeological sensitive areb. a?

YES 

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain 
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency? 

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?
 identify thIf Yes, e wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _______________ 

__________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

NO   YES 

_____________________________________________________________
__

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site.  Check all t lhat app y:
 mid-successional Shoreline   Forest   Agricultural/grasslands   Early 

  Wetland    Urban   Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed NO   YES 
 by the State or Federal government as threatened or endangered? 

NO   YES 16. Is the project site located in the 100 year flood plain?

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources? NO  
If Yes, 

s?  NO  YES . Will storm water discharges cent propertiea flow to adja   

s)
If Y    NO  YES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________

YES 

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drain ?
es, briefly describe:   

___________________________________________________ __ 
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18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that result in the impoundment of  
      water or other liquids (e.g. retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?                                                              

________ 
   

If Yes, explain purpose and size: ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  __
 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 
 
 

 
 

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed    
solid waste management facility?  

If Yes, describe: _________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   ES Y
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

20. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or 
completed) for hazardous waste? 

If Yes, describe: __________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO    YES
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

I AFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY 
KNOWLEDGE 

Applicant/sponsor name: ___________________________________________  Date: ___________________________ 
Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

      
 

2.  Answer a of the f llowing 
t s or o

oncept “Have my 

         

Part 2 - Impact Assessment.  The Lead Agency is responsible for the completion of Part 
questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials submitted b

ll 
pons

o
r y the projec

otherwise available to the reviewer.  When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by the c
responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”    
                                                                                                                                                                        
 No

sm ll 
impact 
may 

  

Mo
 large 

ct 
may 

occur 

, or  
a

occur  

derate 
to
impa

1.  Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning   
regulations? 

  

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?     

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing commu ty?   ni

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the  
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)? 

 
 

 
 

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or  
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway? 

  

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate 
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities? 

 
 

 
 

7.  Will the proposed action impact existing:    
  a. public / private water supplies?      

 b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities?                

 

  

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, arch  aeological, 
architectural or aesthetic resources? 

 

9. Will the proposed action  result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,  
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)? 
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 No, or 
small 
impact 
may 
occur    

Moderate 
to large 
impact 

may 
occur 

 

10. Will the proposed action  result in an  increase in the potential for erosion, flooding
problems? 

 o rainage  
 

 
 

r d

11. s or human health?   Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resource

Part 3 - Determination of significance.  The Lead Agency is responsible for th
stion in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or i
ent of the propo

e completion of Part 3.  For every 
que f there is a need to explain why particular 
elem sed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please complete Part 3. 

pact, including any measures or design elements that have been included by 
e proje c .  Part 3 should also explain how t gency determined that the impact 

may or w ssed onsidering its setting, pro ability of occurring, 
duration nsider the potential for short-term, long-term and 

 

 a 

Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the im
th ct sponsor to avoid or reduce impa ts he lead a

ill not be significant. Each potential impact should be asse  c
, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude.  Also co

b

cumulative impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,  
that the  proposed  action  may  result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an 
environmental impact statement is required. 

9 Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts. 

 
_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 
   Name of Lead Agency      Date 

_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 
 Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Title of Responsible Officer 

_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 
  Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) 
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Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts 

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency.  Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that could 
be affected by a proposed project or action.  We recognize that the lead agency=s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be environmental 
professionals.  So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that 
can be answered using the information found in Part 1.  To further assist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the 
most relevant questions in Part 1 that will provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question.  When Part 2 is completed, the 
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.   
 
If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Area, complete the Coastal Assessment Form before proceeding 
with this assessment. 
Tips for completing Part 2:  

• Review all of the information provided in Part 1. 
• Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook. 
• Answer each of the 18 questions in Part 2. 
• If you answer “Yes” to a numbered question, please complete all the questions that follow in that section. 
• If you answer “No” to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question. 
• Check appropriate column to indicate the anticipated size of the impact. 
• Proposed projects that would exceed a numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency 

checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur.” 
• The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis. 
•  If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may help to review the sub-questions for the general 

question and consult the workbook. 
• When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the Awhole action@. 
• Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts. 
• Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.  

1. Impact on Land 
 Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of,   NO   YES 
 the land surface of the proposed site.  (See Part 1. D.1) 
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 2. 
 Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

 
a. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is 

less than 3 feet. 

 
E2d 

 

9 9 
 
b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. E2f 

 
9 9 

 
c. The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or 

generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface. 
E2a 

 
9 9 

 
d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons 

of natural material. 
D2a 

 
9 9 

 
e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year  

or in multiple phases. 
D1e 

 
9 9 

 
f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical 

disturbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides). 
D2e, D2q 

 
9 9 

 
g. The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area. B1i 

 
9 9 

 
h. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

  
9 9 
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2. Impact on Geological Features 

The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit 
access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, dunes,   NO   YES 
minerals, fossils, caves).  (See Part 1. E.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, move on to Section 3. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

 
a. Identify the specific land form(s) attached: ________________________________ 
    ___________________________________________________________________ 

E2g 9 9 

 
b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a 

registered National Natural Landmark. 
Specific feature: _____________________________________________________      

E3c 
 
9 9 

 
c.  Other impacts: ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

  
9 9 

 
3. Impacts on Surface Water 

The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other surface water  NO   YES 
 bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes).  (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)  

 If “Yes”, answer questions a - l.  If “No”, move on to Section 4. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may create a new water body. D2b, D1h 9 9 
 
b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrease of over 10% or more than a 

10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water. 
D2b 9 9 

 
c. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material 

from a wetland or water body.   
D2a 

 
9 9 

 
d. The proposed action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or 

tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body. 
E2h 

 
9 9 

 
e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion, 

runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments. 
D2a, D2h 

 
9 9 

 
f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal 

of water from surface water. 
D2c 

 
9 9 

 
g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more outfall(s) for discharge 

of wastewater to surface water(s). 
D2d 

 
9 9 

 
h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of  

stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving 
water bodies. 

D2e 
 
9 9 

 
i. The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or 

downstream of the site of the proposed action. 
E2h 

 
9 9 

 
j. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or 

around any water body. 
D2q, E2h 

 
9 9 

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing, 
wastewater treatment facilities. 

 D1a, D2d 
 
9 9 
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l. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

4. Impact on groundwater
The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground water, or   NO  YES 
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer. 
(See Part 1. D.2.a, D.2.c, D.2.d, D.2.p, D.2.q, D.2.t) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 5.  

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand
on supplies from existing water supply wells.

D2c 9 9

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable
withdrawal capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer.
Cite Source: ________________________________________________________

D2c 9 9

c. The proposed action may allow or result in residential uses in areas without water and
sewer services.

D1a, D2c 9 9

d. The proposed action may include or require wastewater discharged to groundwater. D2d, E2l 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the construction of water supply wells in locations
where groundwater is, or is suspected to be, contaminated.

D2c, E1f, 
E1g, E1h 

9 9

f. The proposed action may require the bulk storage of petroleum or chemical products
over ground water or an aquifer.

D2p, E2l 9 9

g. The proposed action may involve the commercial application of pesticides within 100
feet of potable drinking water or irrigation sources.

E2h, D2q, 
E2l, D2c 

9 9

h. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

9 9

5. Impact on Flooding
The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to flooding.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. E.2)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, move on to Section 6.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in development in a designated floodway. E2i 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain. E2j 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in development within a 500 year floodplain. E2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in, or require, modification of existing drainage
patterns.

D2b, D2e 9 9

e. The proposed action may change flood water flows that contribute to flooding. D2b, E2i, 
E2j, E2k 

9 9

f. If there is a dam located on the site of the proposed action, is the dam in need of repair 
or upgrade?

E1e 9 9
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g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

6. Impacts on Air
The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source.   NO  YES 
 (See Part 1. D.2.f., D,2,h, D.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, move on to Section 7. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. If  the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:

i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO2)
ii. More than 3.5 tons/year of nitrous oxide (N2O)
iii. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
iv. More than .045 tons/year of sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)
v. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of

hydrochloroflourocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/year or more of methane

D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 

D2h 

9
9
9
9
9

9

9
9
9
9
9

9

b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
air pollutants.

D2g 9 9

c. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions
rate of total contaminants that may exceed 5 lbs. per hour, or may include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU=s per hour.

D2f, D2g 9 9

d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”, 
above.

D2g 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1
ton of refuse per hour.

D2s 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

7. Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna.  (See Part 1. E.2. m.-q.)  NO  YES 

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 8. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of any
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2o 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
government.

E2o 9 9

c. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
Federal government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2p 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government.

E2p 9 9



Page 5 of 10 

e. The proposed action may diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

E3c 9 9

f. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E2n 9 9

g. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site. E2m 9 9

h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest,
grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat.
Habitat type & information source: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

E1b 9 9

i. Proposed action (commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of
herbicides or pesticides.

D2q 9 9

j. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

8. Impact on Agricultural Resources
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources.  (See Part 1. E.3.a. and b.)  NO  YES 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 9. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may impact soil classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System.

E2c, E3b 9 9

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwise limit access to agricultural land
(includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc).

E1a, Elb 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of
active agricultural land.

E3b 9 9

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more than 10
acres if not within an Agricultural District.

E1b, E3a 9 9

e. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent installation of an agricultural land
management system.

El a, E1b 9 9

f. The proposed action may result, directly or indirectly, in increased development
potential or pressure on farmland.

C2c, C3, 
D2c, D2d 

9 9

g. The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted municipal Farmland
Protection Plan.

C2c 9 9

h. Other impacts: ________________________________________________________ 9 9

9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources
The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in  NO  YES 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource.  (Part 1. E.1.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, go to Section 10. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 
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a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource.

E3h 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant
screening of one or more officially designated scenic views.

E3h, C2b 9 9

c. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantage points:
i. Seasonally (e.g., screened by summer foliage, but visible during other seasons)
ii. Year round

E3h 
9
9

9
9

d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities

E3h 

E2q,  

E1c 9
9

9
9

e. The proposed action may cause a diminishment of the public enjoyment and
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource.

 E3h 9 9

f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed
project:

0-1/2 mile 
½ -3  mile 
3-5   mile 
5+    mile 

D1a, E1a, 
D1f, D1g 

9 9

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological  NO  YES 
resource.  (Part 1. E.3.e, f. and g.)

If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 11.
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, any buildings, archaeological site or district which is listed on or has been
nominated by the NYS Board of Historic Preservation for inclusion on the State or
National Register of Historic Places.

E3e 9 9

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.

E3f 9 9

c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an archaeological site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E3g 9 9

d. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

e. If any of the above (a-d) are answered “Yes”, continue with the following questions
to help support conclusions in Part 3:

i. The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part
of the site or property.

ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or

E3e, E3g, 
E3f 

E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E1a, 

9

9

9

9
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 integrity. 

iii. The proposed action may result in the introduction of visual elements which
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting.

E1b 
E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E3h, 
C2, C3 

9 9

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a  NO  YES 
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any  adopted
municipal open space plan.
(See Part 1. C.2.c, E.1.c., E.2.q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 12. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem
services”, provided by an undeveloped area, including but not limited to stormwater
storage, nutrient cycling, wildlife habitat.

D2e, E1b 
E2h,  
E2m, E2o, 
E2n, E2p 

9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource. C2a, E1c, 
C2c, E2q 

9 9

c. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area
with few such resources.

C2a, C2c 
E1c, E2q 

9 9

d. The proposed action may result in loss of an area now used informally by the
community as an open space resource.

C2c, E1c 9 9

e. Other impacts: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

9 9

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to a critical  NO  YES 
environmental area (CEA).  (See Part 1. E.3.d)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, go to Section 13. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

13. Impact on Transportation
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.j)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, go to Section 14. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network. D2j 9 9
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b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or
more vehicles.

D2j 9 9

c. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access. D2j 9 9

d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedestrian or bicycle accommodations. D2j 9 9

e. The proposed action may alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods. D2j 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

14. Impact on Energy
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 15. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action will require a new, or an upgrade to an existing, substation. D2k 9 9

b. The proposed action will require the creation or extension of an energy transmission
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences or to serve a
commercial or industrial use.

D1f, 
D1q, D2k 

9 9

c. The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of electricity. D2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square
feet of building area when completed.

D1g 9 9

e. Other Impacts: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.m., n., and o.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 16. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local
regulation.

D2m 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in blasting within 1,500 feet of any residence,
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.

D2m, E1d 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in routine odors for more than one hour per day. D2o 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties. D2n 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing
area conditions.

D2n, E1a 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure  NO  YES 
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to new or existing sources of contaminants.  (See Part 1.D.2.q., E.1. d. f. g. and h.) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - m.  If “No”, go to Section 17. 

Relevant  
Part I 

Question(s) 

No,or 
small 

impact 
may cccur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of a school, hospital, licensed day
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.

E1d 9 9

b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation. E1g, E1h 9 9

c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or a completed environmental site
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of the proposed action.

E1g, E1h 9 9

d. The site of  the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the 
property (e.g., easement or deed restriction).

E1g, E1h 9 9

e. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place
to ensure that the site remains protective of the environment and human health.

E1g, E1h 9 9

f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health.

D2t 9 9

g. The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid waste
management facility.

D2q, E1f 9 9

h. The proposed action may result in the unearthing of solid or hazardous waste. D2q, E1f 9 9

i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of
solid waste. 

D2r, D2s 9 9

j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 feet of
a site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste. 

E1f, E1g 
E1h 

9 9

k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill
site to adjacent off site structures.

E1f, E1g 9 9

l. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the
project site. 

D2s, E1f, 
D2r 

9 9

m. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

17. Consistency with Community Plans
The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. C.1, C.2. and C.3.) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, go to Section 18. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s).

C2, C3, D1a 
E1a, E1b 

9 9

b. The proposed action will cause the permanent population of the city, town or village
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%.

C2 9 9

c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land use plans or zoning regulations. C2, C2, C3 9 9

d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use
plans.

C2, C2 9 9

e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not C3, D1c, 9 9
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supported by existing infrastructure or is distant from existing infrastructure. D1d, D1f, 
D1d, Elb 

f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development 
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure. 

C4, D2c, D2d 
D2j 

9 9 

g. The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or 
commercial development not included in the proposed action) 

C2a 9 9 

h. Other: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 

 
18. Consistency with Community Character 
  The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing community character.   NO   YES 
  (See Part 1. C.2, C.3, D.2, E.3) 
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, proceed to Part 3. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas 
of historic importance to the community. 

E3e, E3f, E3g 9 9 

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g. 
schools, police and fire)  

C4 9 9 

c. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an area where 
there is a shortage of such housing. 

C2, C3, D1f 
D1g, E1a 

9 9 

d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized 
or designated public resources. 

C2, E3 9 9 

e. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and 
character. 

C2, C3 9 9 

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.  C2, C3 
E1a, E1b 
E2g, E2h 

9 9 

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 
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FINAL SCOPE 
 for the 
 Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) 
 on the 
  Proposed Amendments 
 to the 
 State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
 
 6 NYCRR - Part 617 
 
 PREPARED BY THE NEW YORK STATE  
 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
 DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS & POLLUTION PREVENTION 
 November 28, 2012 
 
 
1.0 Description of the Action & Environmental Setting 
 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) proposes to amend the 
regulations that implement the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQR”, Part 617 of 
Title 6 of the Official Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York .  
The principal purpose of the amendments is to improve and streamline the SEQR process 
without sacrificing meaningful environmental review.  The changes being proposed are modest 
in nature, not intended to change the basic structure of an environmental review, build on the 
changes made to the environmental assessment forms and are within the authority of the DEC to 
implement without seeking additional legislative action.  SEQR applies to all state and local 
agencies in New York State when they are making a discretionary decision to undertake, fund or 
approve an action. 
 
DEC has proposed changes to the SEQR regulations, which it does not expect to have a 
significant impact on the environment.  However, given the importance of the SEQR regulations 
in general in all areas of environmental impact review, DEC has chosen to use a generic 
environmental impact statement (GEIS) as the means to discuss the objectives and the rationale 
for the proposed amendments, present alternative measures which are under consideration and 
provide the maximum opportunity for public participation. 
 
2.0 Summary of Proposed Amendments to 6 NYCRR Part 617 
 
617.2 DEFINITIONS 

! Add definition of “Green Infrastructure” 
! Add definition of Minor Subdivision” 
! Add definition of “Municipal Center” 
! Add Definition of “Replacement in Kind” 
! Add definition of “Substantially Contiguous” 
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! Revise definitions of: 
- “Negative Declaration” 
- “Positive Declaration” 
 

617.4 TYPE I ACTIONS 
! Reduce number of residential units in items 617.4(b)(5)(iii), (iv) & (v); 
! Reduce number of parking slots for municipalities with a population under 

150,000; and 
! Reduce the threshold reduction for historic resources [617.4(b)(9)] in line with 

other resource based items on the Type I list and add eligible resources. 
 

617.5 TYPE II ACTIONS 
! Add new Type II actions to encourage development on previously disturbed sites 

in municipal centers and to encourage green infrastructure projects; 
! Add new Type II actions to encourage the installation of solar energy arrays; 
! Add new Type II action that allows for the sale, lease or transfer of property for a 

Type II action; 
! Add new Type II action for minor or small scale subdivisions; 
! Add a new Type II actions to make the disposition of land by auction a Type II 

action; and 
! Add a new Type II action to encourage the renovation and reuse of existing 

structures. 
 

617.8 SCOPING 
! Make scoping mandatory; 
! Provide greater continuity between the environmental assessment process, the 

final written scope and the draft environmental impact statement (EIS) with 
respect to content; 

! Strengthen the regulatory language to encourage targeted EISs; 
! Clarify that issues raised after the completion of the final written scope cannot be 

the basis for the rejection of the draft EIS as inadequate. 
 

617.9 PREPARATION AND CONTENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS  

 ! Add language to require that adequacy review of a resubmitted draft must be 
 based on the written list of deficiencies; and 
! Revise the timeline for the completion of the FEIS. 

  
617.12 DOCUMENT PREPARATION, FILING, PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION 

! Add language to encourage the electronic filing of EISs with DEC. 
 
617.13 FEES AND COSTS 

! Add language to require that a lead agency provide the project sponsor with an 
estimate of review cost, if requested; and  

! Add language to require that a lead agency provide the project sponsor with a 
copy of invoices or statements for work done by a consultant, if requested. 
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