[bookmark: _GoBack]Erie County Ethics Board
November 2015 Meeting
November 9, 2015	
8:00 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:		__Steven Schwartz, Chair
__Kim Bowers, Secretary 
__Anna Falicov
__Rebecca Town
__Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair 
__Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio

STAFF PRESENT:			__Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff



1. Meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. –( postponed from Nov 2 to 9 due to illness).


2. Review and approval of Meeting Minutes:

· July 2015 minutes - Motion was made to approve by Kim Bowers and seconded by Rebecca Town.  Motion approved.   

· September 2015 minutes - Motion was made to approve by Kim Bowers and seconded by Rebecca Town.  Motion approved.  


3. Website / Email Updates (Bowers/ Burns-DiCioccio):

· LEAP Conference (Steve Walker) – Approval for Funding Travel for Leap Participant, Eric Walker, Public Works.  In the interest of time, Chris made a motion and seconded by Steve to approve offline.

· Email received regarding Welfare to Work Program:  Steve had conversation with the complainant and the email is closed.


4. Old Business: 

· FOIL REQUEST PRACTICES:  Subject of redacting information on Financial Disclosures when FOIL requests are made:  discussion regarding possible change in policy to disclose all information (except redacting information of minors).  Changes in FOIL request practices would be communicated in letter format to all those filling out disclosure forms each year.  Chris made a motion to accept the change in practice, seconded by Steve.  Motion was carried.

· Follow-up letter to Mychijlaw Disclosure response of 7/22/15:  Discussed at the September meeting but will be revisited with Chris and Anna to include the following:
No evidence was apparent that gifts were made or not made to influence future or award for past practices.
With the audit authority, Comptroller has potential influence over auditing county work completed by donors.
Freed Maxick, CPA’s bid as an independent contractor when Comptroller has sole decision of independent contractor; principal in Freed Maxick was one of the individual gifters to the Comptroller.  
The Ethics Board is available for advice in the future.
The Ethics Board would refer to the District Attorney’s office to determine if a violation has occurred.
· Legislator Ted Morton Disclosures
1. FOIL information requested and honored (Steve Brown).
2. Request by Zellner for investigation of false disclosures for 2013/2014.
3. Request for investigation of Morton’s submission of “amended” disclosure form for 2013 
a. 2013:  as candidate, filed with 3 creditors owed between $25k and $50k.
b. May 2014: submitting for 2013, only lists for 1 creditor (not all three).
c. May 2015:  submitting for 2014, lists 1 creditor.

4. Will request by letter more information including, but not limited to, evidence of exact timing of specific debts paid and employment dates.

5. New Business:  
· Board Membership (new member appointed):  no report at this time.
· Public Hearing on proposals for legislative changes to Ethics Board as recommended in Annual Report to Legislature including a revision to the Financial Disclosure for 2015.

6. Motion was made to adjourn by Chris and seconded by Rebecca.

7. Next meeting will be Monday December 7, 2015 at 8 a.m.  Anna Falicov cannot attend.
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