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Erie County Ethics Board
April 2016 Meeting Minutes
April 4, 2016,  8 a.m.	
16th Floor Rath Building

MEMBERS PRESENT:		Steven Schwartz, Chair
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair
Kim Bowers, Secretary 
Miles Gresham
Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio

MEMBERS EXCUSED:		Rebecca Town

STAFF PRESENT:			Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff

1. Meeting called to order at 8:15 a.m.

2. Review and approval of March 2016 Meeting Minutes:

i. Motion was made to approve by Chris Trapp and seconded by Kim Bowers.  Motion approved. 

3. Website / Email Updates (Bowers / Burns-DiCioccio):

i. Website Changes
· Order of Minutes as they appear was changed by Tami and Kim.
· Updates to positions of board members were made as well as formatting of layout.
ii. Request for opinions/actions: Venezia regarding complaint against attorney
· Referred to attorney grievance committee
iii. FOIL Requests:  Sandra Tan for Morton fine letter
· Steven Schwartz forward communications via electronically as requested
iv. Other communications
· Gadden – requested to remove herself from having to file disclosure via filing a grievance.
1. Steven Schwartz referred her to her Commissioner.
· Acting DA Letter from March 24– “In short, Mr. Mychajliw’s violation of the Code of Ethics does not constitute a criminal offense under our current statutory framework”.

4. Old Business: 
i. Response to Legislator Ted Morton’s request for reconsideration of fine imposed for violation of financial disclosure laws.
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/erie-county-politics/erie-county-legislator-ted-morton-fined-500-by-ethics-board-over-debt-disclosure-error-20160314
· Response was written as follows:  “We have received your request for reconsideration of our determination of February 1, 2016.  The Board of Ethics has had the opportunity to review this matter and your submission.  Upon further review, the Board affirms its prior determination in its entirety.  Please forward your check making same payable to the County of Erie to the Board of Ethics.”

· Steven Schwartz made a motion and Chris Trapp seconded the motion to send the written response as noted above.  Motion approved.

ii. 2015 Annual Report to Legislature and County Executive
· Tami sent out report to Legislators in March.




5. New Business (Schwartz): 
i. Recommendations from County Executive to Charter Revision Commission regarding Board of Ethics
· Received and reviewed for internal board discussion only at this point in time.

ii. Review of 2015 Financial Disclosure Form and associated communications for 2015 including Cover Letter identifying changes (sent April 1, 2016)
· The Board suggested that future filings, starting with 2016, should be able to be submitted online with electronic signatures or faxed with original signatures.

6. Jeremy Toth announced that he will be replaced on the Board by Leslie Fogg from the Department of Law.  He explained, “Officials who the Board has taken action against have complained to the County Attorney that but for my presence the Board would not have taken the action.  Therefore, to insulate the Board from that erroneous conclusion, we have agreed that it is better to have Leslie Fogg replace me as ex-officio going forward.”  Leslie Fogg introduced herself at the conclusion of the meeting and will attend the next meeting.   The Board thanks Jeremy for his service to this board the past several years.

7. Motion to adjourn by Chris Trapp, seconded by Miles Gresham at 9:15am.

8. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday May 9, 2016 at 8 a.m. (rescheduled after adjournment). 
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