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Erie County Ethics Board
February 2016 Agenda
February 1, 2016   8 a.m.	15th Floor Rath Building
8:00 a.m.

MEMBERS:				__Steven Schwartz, Chair
__Kim Bowers, Secretary 
__Rebecca Town
__Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair
__Miles Gresham
__Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio

MEMBERS EXCUSED:		

STAFF PRESENT:			__Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff

OTHERS PRESENT:		


1. Meeting call to order at 8:00 a.m.

2. Review and approval of December 2015 Meeting Minutes* (Bowers):

3. Website / Email Updates (Bowers / Burns-DiCioccio):

i. Request for opinion about returning an unsolicited gift certificate received after a community presentation
ii. FOIL Requests:
i. 1/5/16 Kelly (The Public), 1/5/16 Tan (Buffalo News) & 1/15/16 Munro (TWC)
ii. 1/6/16 Request from Federick  for opinion on whether he and Maria Whyte could accept ECIDA offer to cover registration and hotel costs to attend the annual NYS Economic Development Conference (January 19-21) hosted by NYS Economic Development Council.
iii. Response to non-FOIL requests 
iv. Handling Anonymous letters
v. Role of Chair to respond to FOIL and media requests; copying costs; posting agenda

4. Old Business: 

i. December 7, 2015 letter to Mychijlaw regarding gifts reported in 2014 Financial Disclosure (copied to District Attorney)*
ii. Response by Legislator Ted Morton to requests for further information on “amended” form and action by Board*
iii. Legislature over-ride of County Executive veto of legislative changes to Ethics Board policies and practices. 
5. New Business (Schwartz): 
i. Board Membership – new appointments and re-appointments by Legislature
ii. FOIL Officer for Board-DISS
iii. Meeting with Acting District Attorney to discuss public integrity efforts
iv. Review of 2014 Financial Disclosure Form and associated communications to improve clarification and offer revisions for 2015
    v. Burke-Lorigo-mention in Buffalo News 
6. Motion to adjourn.   

7. Next meeting scheduled for Monday March 7, 2016 at 8 a.m.  
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