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July 2014 Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2014	
8:00 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Steven Schwartz, Chair
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair 
Anna Falicov 
Rebecca Town 

STAFF PRESENT:		Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff

MEMBERS ABSENT:	Kim Bowers, Secretary 
Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio
	

	
1. Review and approval of June 2014 minutes
· Motion made by Trapp and seconded by Town to approve the June minutes as written by Bowers.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed.

2. Membership Updates: Rebecca Town provided letter from County Legislature of her appointment through December 31, 2018.  Kim Bowers had previously updated the Board contact list.

3. Website / Email Updates:  Burns-DiCioccio

· See FOIL request below.
· Rebecca Town’s information was added to the Board of Ethics website

4. Communications:  
· Letter was sent to Mr. Reese on June 2, 2014 regarding the political fundraising activities of the County Executive (Schwartz) – In summary, issues related to campaign finance are governed by the Board of Elections.

5. Old Business:  NONE

	
6. New Business:  
· Review of Financial Disclosure Forms for 2013
· Report on Disclosure Forms (Burns-DiCioccio/Schwartz) – 
A special session was held on Thursday, June 19th at noon in the Budget Conference Room 1601 to review the remaining disclosures.   All disclosures were reviewed.  100% were submitted after only the first request.
· Follow up Letters:  2o signed today advising of potential conflicts of interest and incomplete forms (3).  Responses due July 25, 2014

FOIL request:  On July 7, 2014 Matt Spina from Buffalo News requested copies of the three most recent copies of the ethics disclosure forms filed with the Board by Sheriff Timothy Howard.  On July 10, 2014 Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair, sent Spina an acknowledgment of receipt of the request and that it would be reviewed at the July meeting.
		     
· Board Policy & Procedure:  The Board reviewed the Erie County Legislature’s Resolution of December 20, 1990 regarding the Erie County Board of Ethics Rules Governing Annual Statement of Financial Disclosures which outlines a procedure for public inspection of disclosures.  It was determined that Freedom of Information Laws (FOIL) and procedures consistent with the past practices of the Board for public requests for records preempt this resolution.  Pursuant to that, the Financial Disclosure forms requested, with specific financial categories redacted, will be mailed today to Spina.

                         		  
        7.  Next meeting:  Motion made by Falicov and seconded by Trapp to cancel the August 4, 2014 Board meeting and hold the next meeting on September 8, 2014 at 8:00 a.m.   All present voted in favor and the motion passed.

        8.  Motion to adjourn was made by Town and seconded by Trapp.  All present voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m.


