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June 2015 Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2015	

MEMBERS PRESENT:		Steven Schwartz, Chair
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair 
Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio
Anna Falicov

STAFF PRESENT:			Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff

MEMBERS EXCUSED:		Kim Bowers, Secretary
Rebecca Town

	
1. Call meeting to order at 8:14 a.m. 

2. Review and approval of May 2015 minutes (Bowers): Motion to approve with minor changes by Trapp and seconded by Schwartz.  Motion approved.

3. Website / Email Updates (Bowers/ Burns-DiCioccio):

· FOIL Requests Notification:  Tami posted the FOIL Requests Notification on the County’s website under the Ethics Board link but this is not accessible by the public.  Problem referred for technical assistance.
 
· FOIL Request:  3/17/15 Matt Spina (Buffalo News) for Sheriff Howard’s 2014 Disclosure (Schwartz) – being forwarded after review today.
 
4. Communications:  (Schwartz)

· Zemsky request to accept State form in lieu of filing County Disclosure Form (Trapp): Vice Chair advised his representative that this was not possible and the County form was not unduly burdensome.  They subsequently complied.

· Request to investigate alleged ethical violations of West Seneca School Board member (Trapp) Vice Chair advised D’Aquino to consult an attorney and identify school district policies and procedures for filing complaints.  Complainant was asked to submit specifics, although the Ethics Board may lack jurisdiction.

· (Toth) RMI Leap Workshop Invitation for Walker- After review of all the documents submitted, the Board finds that attendance at this workshop represents participation in an educational program as an invited guest.  Attendance, with expenses paid (no honorarium) is proper as long as his supervisor approves it.  Jeremy Toth will notify him.  He should list this in his 2015 Financial Disclosure Form.

5. Old Business: 
· Review & revise responses to follow-up requests for information on financial disclosures (Falicov) These were reviewed and adopted by the Board for follow-up letters.  There was discussion about how listing improper gifts is self-incriminating.  This supports revision and updating of the Disclosure Form.

· Annual Report to Legislature on March 19, 2015: 
Follow-up communication between Arthur Musarra and Chris Trapp regarding changes in legislation to include funding the operations of the Board: “10(h).   [The County Executive and the County Legislature will make available any support staff necessary for the Board of Ethics to carry out its duties and functions.]  The County Executive shall, subject to section 19 of the Erie County Code, provide staff and supplies necessary for the ethics board to perform its stated objectives.”   Chris Trapp will continue communications with Musarra and will emphasize that revision of the form by the Ethics Board, with review and approval by the Legislature, is a priority.  The Board will consult with local experts in this area to be contacted by Anna Falicov.  Jeremy Toth will find out if the County Attorneys office will provide assistance in drafting legislative changes.

· Code of Ethics (drafted by Davis):  review and compare to our current Code (deferred)
  
6. New Business:  
· Posting of Disclosure Statements on the County’s website. (Deferred)

· Six disclosures not received on time. Department heads and commissioners have been notified.  Tami will send out final request letters with due date of June 15, 2015 to avoid fines.

· Review of Financial Disclosures for 2014 submitted to date.  Partially completed.  We will continue reviews at a special meeting on Monday, June 15, 2015 at noon.  
(THIS MEETING WAS CANCELLED AFTER THE REVIEW OF ALL SUBMITTED FORMS WAS COMPLETED AT A SPECIAL MEETING ON JUNE 8, 2015.  FOLLOWUP LETTERS WILL BE SUBMITTED ON JUNE 18, 2015 BY THE CHAIR.)

7. Next meeting will be June 29, 2015 at 8 a.m.  THIS IS A CHANGE FROM THE JULY MEETING DATE. 

8. Motion to adjourn at 9:40 am by Falicov and seconded by Trapp and approved.

