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Erie County Ethics Board
March 2016 Meeting Minutes
March 7, 2016   8 a.m.	
16th Floor Rath Building

MEMBERS:				Steven Schwartz, Chair
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair
Kim Bowers, Secretary 
Miles Gresham
Rebecca Town
Jeremy Toth, Ex-Officio

STAFF PRESENT:			Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff

OTHERS PRESENT:		Michael Flaherty, Jr. (Acting District Attorney)
Paul Bonanno (Chief, Special Investigations & Prosecutions)


1. Meeting called to order at 8:00 a.m.

2. Review and approval of February 2016 Meeting Minutes:

i. Motion was made to approve, with correction (noted in Section 5, II, b) by Chris Trapp and seconded by Rebecca Town.  Motion approved. 

3. Website / Email Updates (Bowers / Burns-DiCioccio):

i. Request for opinions: 
· Request from Joe Fiegl, Deputy Commissioner of Sewer Management, for an opinion on whether he can accept travel reimbursement from his professional association (New York Water Environment Association) for which he will serve as the new President. (see addendum*).
a. Approval with conditions provided by Chair and will be communicated accordingly (approved by Board).

· 2/16/15 “Is it considered a violation of the code of ethic if a councilperson wants to submit a bid by their company for a website design and development for the Town of Eden if the councilperson recuses themselves from all conversations and bid specifications?”   Mary Lou Pew Councilmember, Town of Eden, NY.
a. Since there have been no responses by Mary Lou Pew to Steven Schwartz’s inquiries, the board considers the matter closed with no further correspondence.

ii. FOIL Requests:  None

iii. Anonymous letters:  regarding RN in Department of Health being handled by Commissioner of Labor Relations.

4. Old Business: 
i. 2/29/15 Request for reconsideration from Legislator Ted Morton regarding fine imposed for violation of financial disclosure laws.  

· Legislator Morton raised concerns in regards to contradictory wording found in Local Law 1989 compared to the Financial Disclosure form to which he references in his letter.

· Steven Schwartz has requested that Jeremy Toth follow up with further research and the Board will send a formal response after the next meeting.

5. New Business : 
i. Acting DA Flaherty & Paul Bonanno discussed new public integrity efforts

· Flaherty noted he has not been able to clearly determine what the Mychajliw penalty/fine is enforceable under the current code.

· Proposed changes in Ethics Law are being submitted to the Legislature. 

· The Chair requested that Mr. Flaherty send a formal response to County Comptroller Mychajliw of his findings with a copy to the Board.

ii. Response to County Executive’s recommendations to Erie County Charter Revision Commission regarding Board of Ethics (Toth) 

· County Executive Poloncarz is suggesting an Executive Director be created for the Board.  Board members questioned if there was sufficient work to justify this.

· 1994 Law – all employees should be completing a one-page ethics form although this is currently not occurring.

· Proposal to repeal Local Laws 1989, 1994, 2015 and rewrite into one law with updated form.

· Propose moving disclosure filing date up to April 15th from May 15th.

iii. Draft of Annual Report to the Legislature and County Executive – Steven Schwartz is making updates and sending out to the Board for review before final submission.

iv. Review of 2014 Financial Disclosure Form and associated communications to improve clarification and offer revisions for 2015.

· A motion was made by Steven Schwartz and seconded by Chris Trapp to update the Disclosure form with proposed expanded financial category changes below. Motion approved. 
	CATEGORIES FOR FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

	
	

	ERIE COUNTY 2014
	 
	Proposed
	2015
	

	From $
	To $
	From $
	To $
	 

	 
	Under 5000
	1
	<5000
	A

	5001
	10,000
	5001
	10,000
	B

	10,001
	25,000
	10,001
	25,000
	C

	25,001
	50,000
	25,001
	50,000
	D

	50,001
	100,000
	50,001
	100,000
	E

	over 100,000
	 
	100,001
	250,000
	F

	 
	 
	250,001
	500,000
	G

	 
	 
	500,001
	1,000,000
	H

	 
	 
	>1,000,000
	 
	I




· Responses by Department Heads – all have been received.

· Inclusion of email addresses and “PLEASE RETAIN A COPY OF THIS FORM”

· New Notice: “With certain limited exceptions, the information provided in a Statement is available for public inspection and copying.  Pursuant to changes enacted, the categories of value (of disclosed assets) will not be redacted from a Statement.   The filer’s home address and names of unemancipated children will not be released to the public.”  An updated cover letter to filers will be sent to Board members for review.

6. Motion to adjourn by Chris Trapp, seconded by Miles Gresham at 9:15am.

7. Next meeting scheduled for Monday April 4, 2016 at 8 a.m.  
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