[bookmark: _GoBack]
Erie County Ethics Board
September 2016 Minutes
September 19, 2016   8 a.m.	16th Floor Rath Building

MEMBERS:				Steven Schwartz, Chair 
Rebecca Town, Secretary
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair
Leslie Ortiz-Fogg, Ex-Officio

MEMBERS EXCUSED:		(Miles Gresham by phone)

STAFF:				Tami Burns-DiCioccio, Administrative Staff
					Vianne Uthman, Administrative Staff

OTHERS PRESENT:		Ross Kostecky- Office of County Clerk (recorded meeting)


1. Meeting call to order at 8:16 a.m.

2. Review and approval of August 2016 Meeting Minutes*:

i. Approved (Moved Trapp, seconded Schwartz)

3. Website / Email Updates (Town /Schwartz):

i. Request for opinions/actions:  referred to DSS
i. 8/17/16 Kaul complaint about DSS “possible discrimination and gross misconduct” referred to DSS for followup.
ii. 9/9/16 Cane complaint about Grand Island Bike Path
1. The complaint does not present an apparent role for county, therefore is outside of our purview.  Grand Island and the State are involved however.  Grand Island has a Board of Ethics and we will recommend forwarding the complaint to that body.
ii. FOIL Requests:  none
iii. Other communications: none

4. Old Business: 
i. Follow-up letter 0f 8/8/16 to Dankert-Maurer regarding limits on employment following retirement from the county (attached) cautioning against appearing on contracts involving Departments she was previously involved with.
ii. Morton vs. County of Erie, et al federal suit regarding fine imposed for violation of financial disclosure laws. County Law department hired Hodgson Russ. Steven Schwartz and Chris Trapp met with counsel.
iii. Outstanding FOIL request
a. Sportelli: Requested history of the Board with regard to fines was responded to with small claims court documents.
b. Request for Jacobs disclosures have not been followed up with required payment for copies.
iv. Proposed Legislature changes to Board of Ethics composition and appointment
Poloncarz vetoes legislature’s charter revision bundle including changes to Ethics Board:
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/erie-county-politics/strange-brew-insider-politics-reservists-pay-and-charter-revisions-20160911
v. Board Membership
a. Status of replacement of Kim Bowers for September 1, 2016.  No new information 
b. Schwartz term expires 12/31/2016- will continue until replaced or reappointed. 
c. Dept. of Public Works.  One of the engineers inspects work of previous employer. Board asked for more information.  Pending affidavit from employee stating payout of stock previously held. She can do inspections but can’t sign off on any work of previous employer. 


vi. New Business (Schwartz): 
a. None

vii.  Motion to adjourn made at 8:36
Moved Trapp; seconded Town and approved

viii.  Next meeting scheduled for Monday November 7, 2016 at 8 a.m.  
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