COUNTY OF ERIE

CHRIS COLLINS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

May 27, 2010

The Honorable

Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Honorable Members:

Attached is the Budget Monitoring Report (BMR) for the period ending April 30, 2010. The BMR
is designed to give management a monthly measurement tool to determine if actual revenue
and expenditures are in line with estimated budgeted amounts for the period. The report
indicates a net positive variance for the period ending April 30, 2010 of $4,878,565.

The BMR also helps identify key financial issues facing the County having both a positive or
negative impact. The Division of Budget and Management utilizes that information to take
appropriate action that will mitigate identified problems and assure proper management and
control of the budget.

March sales tax received in May brought the first three months of the year to a positive 0.4%
growth. The March results are better than anticipated, a 12% growth from March 2009 to
March 2010. The 2010 budget for sales tax reflects an increase of approximately $2,290,660 or
0.61% from total received in 2009. This is the largest single revenue in the County’s budget.
Unfortunately the County does not receive final sales tax receipts until two months after the end
of the current fiscal year.

Through the first four months personal services is not meeting turnover. On a net County Share
basis turnover was not met by $2,103,560. The 2010 adopted budget includes a County Share
turnover amount of $6,109,322 an increase from the Executive recommended amount of
$2,832,946 or 116%. This account will be closely monitored.

OTHER AREAS OF CONCERN

State Reimbursement

The continued delay in the adoption of a State budget is a cause of concern. | would like to
bring to your attention a proposed cost shift in social services funding in legislative negotiations
on the 2010-11 State Budget. both houses of the State Legislature are insisting on a $100
million cut to the Flexible Fund for Family Services (FFFS). The Legislature intends to use this
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cut to fund other, optional TANF projects. If enacted, counties would still have to deliver the
mandated services in the FFFS, but with a State funding cut of $100 million, which would have
to be picked up by the county and county property taxpayers. Erie County’s estimated share of
this cut would be approximately $4.9 million if enacted.

EFFORTS TO MITIGATE FINANCIAL CONCERNS

Management initiatives are continuing to review operations and lower expense. These efforts
include the implementation of six-sigma and efficiency grant proposals funded by the Erie
County Fiscal Stability Authority. Attached is a summary chart which shows the six sigma
projects with an estimate of savings to be generated in 2010.

SUMMARY

As detailed above, the County is facing a number of significant negative impacts this year. The
positive variance indicated in the current BMR indicates that to date the 2010 budget is
manageable and balanced. The concerns identified above will be closely monitored and will be
addressed during the course of the year.

The 2010 budget is heavily dependent upon sales tax and final 2010 sales tax will not be
recorded until February 2011. All items that management can control are being managed.

We are happy to answer any questions on the attached BMR and appear at the Finance and
Management Committee to discuss this data in greater detail.

Sincerely, W

ory G. Gach
irector of Budget and Management

Attachment

cc: County Executive Chris Collins
Elected Officials and Department Heads
Erie County Fiscal Stability Authority
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