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Hepatitis A (HAV) FAQs 
Erie County Department of Health Information Line (858-2929)

What:	Hepatitis A Vaccine & Immune Globulin (Ig) Point of Dispensing (POD) Clinic
Where:	Buffalo Niagara Convention Center
		153 Franklin Street
		Buffalo, NY  14202
When:	Monday March 23, 2015 Noon – 8:00 pm
			and
		Tuesday March 24, 2015 8:00 am – 6:00 pm

In order to be eligible for Hepatitis A vaccination or Immune globulin (Ig), individuals must meet BOTH of these requirements:

1. Individuals consumed food/beverage WITHIN the Casa-di-Pizza restaurant’s dining room or banquet rooms between March 9, 2015 and March 19, 2015.  (NO TAKE OUT orders or BAR food/drink are at RISK)
and
2. Individuals have NOT received prior immunization against hepatitis A or have not been previously diagnosed with Hepatitis A
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do I need to bring anything to the POD?
If possible, please preregister at www.health.ny.gov/gotoclinic15 which will speed up the registration process. If not, please bring your driver’s license (if you have one) or another form of ID. 

What are the signs & symptoms of hepatitis A Infection?
Some persons, particularly young children, are asymptomatic. 
When symptoms are present, they usually occur abruptly (rapid onset) and may include the following:
· Low-grade Fever 
· Nausea & Vomiting
· Clay-colored bowel movements
· Fatigue 
· Loss of appetite  
· Abdominal pain or discomfort (especially in the area of your liver on your right side beneath your lower ribs)
· Dark urine 
· Jaundice 

If I have symptoms what should I do?
Call your personal health care provider.
What is the incubation period for hepatitis A (period of time between infection and the appearance of signs & symptoms)? 
The average incubation period for hepatitis A is 28 days (range: 15–50 days).
If I already had hepatitis A can I get it again? 
No.  Once you have had hepatitis A, you cannot get it again.  

How is Hepatitis A spread?
· Person-to-person transmission through the fecal-oral route (i.e., ingestion of something that has been contaminated with the feces of an infected person) is the primary means of hepatitis A virus transmission in the United States. 
· Most infections result from close personal contact with an infected household member or sex partner
· Common-source outbreaks and sporadic cases can also occur from exposure to food or water contaminated with feces (stool)
· Ingestion of uncooked HAV-contaminated foods 
· Ingestion of HAV contaminated cooked food where the temperature during food preparation was inadequate to kill the virus or, the food was contaminated after cooking (food handled by infected food handler)
· Waterborne outbreaks are unlikely as the chlorine added to water in the United States kills the hepatitis A virus
How is Hepatitis A prevented?
· Receiving the hepatitis A vaccine is the best protection
· Immune globulin offers short-term protection against hepatitis A. It can be given before or within 2 weeks after coming in contact with HAV.
· Good personal hygiene and proper sanitation (including adequate handwashing) can help prevent hepatitis A
· Always wash your hands with soap and warm water after using the bathroom, changing a diaper, and before preparing and eating food.  
How long does hepatitis A virus survive outside the body? 
Hepatitis A virus is quite hearty & can live outside the body for months, depending on the environmental conditions
How can the virus be killed?
The virus is killed by heating to 185 degrees F (85 degrees C) for one minute. (However, the virus can still be spread from cooked food if it is contaminated after cooking.) Adequate chlorination of water, as recommended in the United States, kills hepatitis A virus that enters the water supply. 
[bookmark: vaccine]Can a patient receive the first dose of hepatitis A vaccine from one manufacturer and the second (last) dose from another manufacturer? 
Yes. Although studies have not been done to examine this practice, there is no reason to believe that using single-antigen vaccine from different manufacturers is ineffective. 
What should be done if the second (last) dose of hepatitis A vaccine is delayed?
The second dose should be administered as soon as possible. The first dose does not need to be re-administered.
Can hepatitis A vaccine be given during pregnancy?
The safety of hepatitis A vaccination during pregnancy has not been determined. However, because the vaccine is produced from inactivated hepatitis A virus, the theoretical risk to the developing fetus is expected to be low. The risk associated with vaccination should be weighed against the risk for hepatitis A in women who might be at high risk for exposure to hepatitis A virus.

Can hepatitis A vaccine be given to immunocompromised persons (e.g., persons on hemodialysis or persons with AIDS)?
Yes. Because hepatitis A vaccine is inactivated, no special precautions need to be taken when vaccinating immunocompromised persons.

Is it harmful to administer an extra dose of hepatitis A vaccine or to repeat the entire vaccine series if documentation of vaccination history is unavailable? 
No. If necessary, administering extra doses of hepatitis A vaccine is not harmful.
What are the contraindications for the Hepatitis A vaccine? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The vaccine is not indicated for individuals who have had a severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose or to a vaccine component. The vaccine should be used with precautions if an individual has moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever.

What if I’m pregnant? 
Pregnancy is not a contraindication to vaccination. Hepatitis A is an inactivated vaccine and should cause no risk of infection to the fetus. Hepatitis A is recommended if another high risk condition or other indication is present. 
Where can I find additional information?
Erie County Department of Health www.erie.gov/health
New York State Department of Health www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/hepatitis/
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
 Hepatitis A Vaccine Information Sheet
 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-a.html
www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/A/aFAQ.htm

Mayo Clinic 
www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/hepatitis-a/basics/definition/con-20022163
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