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Removing Non-Medical Exemption from School Immunization Requirements 

 

Please distribute to Healthcare Providers, Infection Control Department, Emergency 

Department, Infectious Disease Department, OB/GYN, Family Medicine, Pediatrics, Director of 

Nursing, Medical Director, Laboratory Service, Pharmacy, and all patient care areas. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

On June 13, 2019, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation removing non-medical 

exemptions from school immunization requirements for children. The United States is currently 

experiencing the worst outbreak of measles in more than 25 years, with outbreaks in pockets of 

New York State (NYS) primarily driving the crisis. As a result of non-medical immunization 

exemptions, many communities across NYS have unacceptably low immunization rates. If those 

unimmunized and under-immunized children attend school, they may spread the disease to other 

unimmunized students, some of whom cannot receive immunizations due to medical conditions. 

This new law will help protect the public amid this ongoing outbreak.  

 

NEW LAW CHANGES 

 

1. As of June 13, 2019, there is no longer any exemption other than a true medical condition to the 

requirement that children are fully immunized as per NYS requirements, including measles, to 

attend either:  

 public, private or parochial school (for students in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade), or 

 child day care settings.  

 

2. Children who are presently attending child day care or public, private or parochial school, and 

who had a religious immunization exemption must now receive the first age appropriate dose in 

each immunization series by June 28, 2019 to attend or remain in school or child day care. Also, 

by July 14, 2019 parents and guardians of such children must show that they have made 



appointments for all required follow-up doses. The deadlines for follow-up doses depend on the 

immunization. The NYS Department of Health follows the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices catch-up immunization schedule 

and expects children to receive required doses consistent with Table 2 at the following link in 

order to continue to attend school or child day care: 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/child/0-18yrs-child-combined-schedule.pdf 

 

3. Parents and guardians of all children who will not be attending school until the fall and do not 

have their required immunizations are encouraged to have them receive the first dose as soon as 

possible. The deadline for obtaining first dose immunizations for children attending school in 

the fall is 14 days from the first day of school. Within 30 days of the first day of school, parents 

and guardians of such children must show that they have made appointments for all required 

follow-up doses.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

For additional information, please contact the Erie County Department of Health Immunization 

Action Plan at (716) 858-2373 during normal business hours.  

 

 
The ECDOH Health Alert & Advisory System is an e-mail notification system designed to alert 

community partners about important health related information. You can sign up to receive alerts & 
advisories at http://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=node/59.. 

 
Health Category Definitions:  

Health Alert FLASH: conveys the highest level of importance due to a large-scale, catastrophic public health 

emergency; warrants immediate action or attention  
Health Alert Priority: conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention to a health 

problem or situation  

Health Advisory: provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action  

Health Update: provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; no immediate action necessary 

 
The Erie County Department of Health does not provide medical advice. The information provided on the Erie County Department of 
Health website is not an attempt to practice medicine and is not intended as a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis, or 
treatment. It is for informational purposes only. Always seek the advice of your personal physician or other qualified health provider 
with any questions you may have regarding a medical condition or issue. Never disregard professional medical advice or delay in 
seeking it because of the content found on the Erie County Department of Health website or this correspondence. 
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