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Health Advisory #191 - Increase in Pertussis Cases in New York State - 12/29/2006 

SUMMARY 

• The New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) has received reports of increased 
pertussis activity. The probable and confirmed case reports from January 1, 2006, 
through November 30, 2006, total 920 compared to 642 for the same time period in 2005. 

• All regions of the state have been affected. Examples of counties currently reporting 
activity include Montgomery, Onondaga, Herkimer, Orange, Delaware, Lewis, and 
Broome counties. 

• Recommendations for case management and outbreak controls were updated by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in December 2005. A summary of 
these treatment and control measures are included in this document. 

• The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) has issued 
recommendations for the routine use of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and attenuated 
pertussis) vaccine for adolescents and adults. A summary of these recommendations are 
attached and available at http://www.erie.gov/health/pdfs/pertussis.pdf 

• All suspect, probable, or confirmed pertussis cases need to be reported to the local health 
department in the county in which the individual resides. 

BACKGROUND 

Outbreaks of pertussis have been reported throughout New York State in 2006. Although the 
reported case numbers are not as high as in 2004, these outbreaks continue to significantly 
impact schools and communities. As one example, since October 2006, there has been a 
significant increase in reported pertussis cases in Montgomery County. As of December 11, 
2006, Montgomery County reported 53 confirmed cases occurring primarily in the Fonda and 
Fort Plain School districts. Ages of the cases range from 5-18 years with most being in the 9th 
grade. In addition, two parents have also been reported as confirmed cases. Exposures to 
neighboring counties of Fulton, Herkimer, Saratoga, Ulster, Albany, Schenectady and Rensselaer 
have occurred due to contact through activities such as sports, school, band and employment. 
Montgomery County has completed extensive contact investigations and recommended 
appropriate testing and treatment for identified cases as well as prophylaxis for close contacts. 
Providers, schools and the communities have been educated about pertussis testing, treatment 
and prevention. Special emphasis has been made concerning the use of Tdap vaccine to increase 
communitywide immunity. Letters have been sent home in the school districts. Local providers, 
hospitals and urgent care sites have been notified. 

REPORTING OF CONFIRMED OR SUSPECT CASES 

All suspect, probable, or confirmed pertussis cases need to be reported to the local health 
department in the county in which the individual resides. For residents of Erie County, please 
contact the Erie County Department of Health at (716) 858-7697 Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 
4:30 PM. The local health department and the NYSDOH Immunization Program can assist in 
investigating any potential cases of pertussis. 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

For further information, please call the Erie County Department of Health at (716) 858-7697 or 
the NYSDOH Immunization Program at (518) 473-4437. Additional information can be obtained 
at the CDC's National Immunization Program website at www.cdc.gov/nip/diseases/pertussis. 
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