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A LOCAL LAY amending Local Law No. 1-1959,
constituting the Erie County
Charter, as amended, by addition
of a new Article IX, providing -
for an environmental quality
policy and a Department of
Environmental Quality.

BE. IT ENACTED BY THE ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE AS FOLLOWS.

Section 1. Legislative Purpose. It is the purpose of the
Leglslature by this Charter Amendment to establlsh an env1ronmenual
quality policy and to reorganize the env1ronmental,management
functions now vested in county government s0 as to assure the
highest degree of public accountability,-codrdiﬁatipn_within-
couﬁty government, and effective 1eadershipland representation?of e

the county in reiation to the federal, state, and other'locél

governmants.

Section 2, Local Law No. 1-1959, as amended 7conétitutinf E

the Erie Counmty Charter, is hereby amended by adding thereto a new i

Article IX, to read as follows:

ARTICLE IX
Environmental Management:

Section 901. Environmental'Quality Policy.
Section 902, Department of Environmental
: Quality; Comm1551oner,
Qualifications.
Section 903. Powers and Duties of Commissioner.

Section 90L. Organization of Department.

Section 905. County Environmental Quqll*" Code.



§ 901, Environmental Quality Policy.

If is hereby @eclared to be the poiicy of.
the County of Erie to conserve, improve and protect ité navural
resources and environment and to develop and manage its ﬁatural
resources so as to enhance the health, safety and welfare of th«
people of the County and their social and economic well being,
within its available legal and fiscal means, and with &ué regared
to the rlvhts and privileges of city, town and village governmé'ﬁgw
In respect ‘to all actions that may have a 51gn1flcant envzronm“hlaT
impact, the legislature and all county agencies shall, within 5ie
limits of their lawful authority, give due regard to'thié-polixy
in the exercise of their respective functions.

§ 902. Department of Environmental Qualityy;
Commissioner; Qualifications.

_ There shall be a Department.of.Envirénmental
Quality headed Ey a Commlasioner. _He shall be appointéd by th:
County Executive, éﬁbject to confirmation_by the Coﬁnty'Legisiatnreﬁ
He shall have suitable experience in public'administratiohror |
envirommental matters and shall possess the minimum of a baccaw

laureate aﬂgree from an accredited 1nst1tutlon.

903, Powsrs and Duties of Commissioner.

The Commissioner of Env1ronmental Quallty shal..

have the following powers and duties:

a) He shall administer the air and water.
quality control, drainage, flood control,
sanitation and sewerage planning and

ement functions vested in the

manage
executive branch of the county govern—
ment, provided, howeaver, that this
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restrict the powers or duties of
the administrative body appointed,
designated, or established in
accordance with Article 5-4 of the
County Law and the Erie County
Charter and Administrative Code.
b) He shall head thé-Department'of
~ Envirormental Quality and supervise
. and control its officers and

i ."'w;;ﬁln 7__ emp1oyees. .

L ”iHe shall promulgate, adm1nlster,_

-+ enforce and may from time to time IR
_{fJIamﬂnd a County Environmental Quality RIS
. .. Code, pursuanb to § 905 of thls -
:.5'Charter.

d) :He may,enférée the County Environmental '_f“jiff
_5:Quality Code through procedures pre- _'k g
... scribed in § 9.07 (b) of the Erie County -
. Administrative Code or by entering intqw"
_consent orders and/or conciliation

é@reements.

e) He may, 1f authorlzed to do so by S
~appropr1ate federal or state authorlules, B S e
administer or enforce federal or state =

laws, rules, regulatlons, orders, or -
" programs in relation to the control,
‘enhancement and preservation of environ-

mental resources.

f) ‘He shall appoint a Deputy Commissioner
" for Sewerage Management, a Deputy |
'Commissioner for Alr and Water Quality,
‘a Director for Program Developmenu, and

a Director for Solid Waste Programs.




g) He may, math the concurren erof;¢;;g#_'

ghe uOZﬂlSS‘O er of F8a1uh aubborwze

':,aad direct iplo yees of the Deuaru-fj'f’
 ment of %ealbb to make 1nspecu10ns ‘:‘
“for the Denartment of Envlronmentalrfff”ﬁf 
iQuallty."“e“ R B

He shall, under the dlreCulon of the 
Rﬁcounuy executlve and upon the reqﬁest _
Lﬁ'of one or more munlclpallules within :
“““the county, assist such local govern- -
. ments by furnishing technlcal advice;E nf

,“J1nf0rmat10n, and recommendatlons ‘conm
'cernlnv env1ronmenual matters. _;;

_He shall exerc1se such addltlonal
"_”powers and duties as may be prescrlbed
by the County Leclslature by local law
or by the County Executlve.,'--~u

_‘tHe shall have all powers necessary or
”nproper to ‘the exercise of any of the
- duties or functions of the Comm1551oner o
'-”[ or the Department of Env1ronmenta1 Quallty. e;.

._.Organlzatlon of Department. .

B "There shall be w1th1n the Department of Env1ron«_
mental Quallty a DlV1Slon of Sewerage Manaaemenu, a DlVlSlon of_“'
Air and Water Qnallty, an Office of Program Developmenu; and an

Office of Solid Waste PrOgrams. o 1f°"”3 ;'i,._lfjﬁ-,ef?fﬁﬁff

§ 905. Erie County Environmental Quality_Code.:
To the extent a?plicable:to the control and

enhancement of the guality, use or enjoyment of air and water

reson;cee, the authority conferred upon a board of health by ‘ Lgi

the 13ubllc Health Law to formulate, promulvaue, adopﬁ and publisﬁle

‘rules, regulations, ordars and a;rectlons for the securluy of
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1ife and health to be known as a sanitary code shall be exercised
ny the. Corz:,::Lssa_owmL of Environmenual Quallzy.r The Commissioner
may also p omulgaue such Ouhﬂr and addﬂt onél rules énd regulations
&3 he sha?l con31d°” ﬂpproprlaue to enhanhe the qua11 Ly, use and
.enjoyment~of:air,and water resoufﬁes”w1tﬂln.thegcounuy, pursuant
to the énvironmental guality policy declared in § 901 of thié
Charter and in furtherance of the public health, safety and
welfare. This shall not be deemed to limit the authority of the
board of health to promulgate such additional regulation; for the
security of 1ife and health as may be necessary. Before adopting
any provision or amendment of the Erie Countiy Environmentél o
Quality Code, the Commissioner shall conduct a public hearing,
pursuaht to the procedures set forth in § 9.07 (a).of-the Erie
County Administrative Code. Following such public heéring, if
the Commissioner's decision is to adopt said proposed code or
amendment, he shall file a copy of the said preliminéry decision -
with the Clerk of the Legislature. If the County Legislature
shall so direct, pursuant to § 9.07 (a) of the Erie Countj

Administrative Code, the Commissioner shall conduct a second

public hearing.

Section 3. The County Sanitary Code shall.continue
in full force and efféct except to thé extent that provisions
thereof shall be transferred to the.Environmental Quality Code
by joint order of the Commissioner of Envirommental Quality and
the Board of Health. Ordsrs issued by the Commissioner of Health,
prior to the date of the above mentioned transier, pursuani to
those provisions of the C
to the Enviromnmental Quality Code shall remain in full force and

affect 25 orders of




April 16, 1974, Meeting No. 9, Item No. 11, adopted by Legislatus
April 16, 1974, Meeting No. 9, Item No. 12, adopted by Committee
May 7, 1974, Meeting No. 11, Item No. 93, approved by Co. Executive

May 2, 1974, Public Hearing held in County Executive's Office.

May 3, 1974, copies of LOCAL IAW NO. 3 -~ 1974 filed with
secretary of State.

May 13, 1974, acknowledgemtn from Secretary of State of filing.




