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266 Hartwell Road
Buffalo, NY 14216
June 16, 2012

Mark Poloncarz

Erie County Executive
Rath Building - 16" Fioor
95 Franklin Street
Buffalo, NY 14202

Re: Borrowing for capital projects
Dear County Executive Polocarz;

| commend and strongly support your informed decision to have Erie County do its own
borrowing for capital projects this year. This decision is in the best interests of our
community in the long term. Sadly the article in the June 15 Buffalo News by Ms. Gee
did not mention what | am sure you and supporting legislators have mentioned - even
$70,000 per year is about 7/100,000" of a one billion dollar county budget.

| fear the Republican Legislature minority spending so much time on fighting this good
business decision may mask their true intentions. You are aware of my strong
reservations about state-imposed control boards and their negative impacts on local
government democratic processes. In my opinion any action that extends the life cycle
of any control board is anti-democratic. Control board staff, while perhaps performing
some good work in the past, have serious conflicts of interest in promoting control board
borrowing over county borrowing. | see such efforts as self-serving rather than
community serving.

Thank you for promoting the highest and best interests of the county over partisan and
self-serving interests. Please let me know if | can be of service in this matter.

Sincerely,
Lynda Stephens

Cc: Betty Jean Grant, Legislature Chair
Legislators Richard Mills and Lynn Marinelli
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