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s Dear Ms. White, Mr. Graber, and Erie County Legislators:

Jason Aronoff
Jc:;:leﬁ.caégcnem‘m On behalf of the Graycliff Conservancy, Inc., thank you very much for the grant of

J H. Conii . . . n

ek aspeatn $40,000 for capital projects in 2011.

Douglas Swift

T — We are proud to tell you that the entire amount of $40,000 was used for the purchase

Reine Hauser of a building and % acre of land, at 6482 Old Lakeshore Rd, Derby, NY. This property is
located immediately adjacent to the Graycliff Estate at 6472 Old Lakeshore Rd., Derby,
NY, and was originally the Caretaker’s Cottage of the Graycliff Estate. Although not
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, it was originally part of the Estate, and for this reason
is included within Graycliff's National Register of Historic Places designation.

Thanks to your far-sighted and timely financial assistance, the Graycliff Estate is now
complete and entire for the first time in more than fifty years. The Cottage was offered
for sale to Graycliff by the heirs of the previous owner, prior to a listing for the general
public. For this reason, time was of the essence for this purchase, or it would have
prevented the return of Graydliff to its original contours, quite possibly for decades.

Interestingly, the Cottage was constructed in the very early years of the Martin Family’s
residency. It is composed of the same materials as the Wright-designed buildings at
Graycliff, and incorporates many of the same architectural details. These include a
fireplace designed like that of the Wright-designed Foster House, as well as both interior

e and exterior finishes.
6472 Old Lake Shore Road
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Erie’s County’s funding significantly defrayed the total purchase cost of $136,145.31 (including related
fees, etc.) which in turn allowed the Conservancy to proceed with the purchase. The purchase was
completed on or about September 30, 2011. There is no remaining balance of funds.

Please see attached closing statement, and a Graycliff newsletter with a front page article both
announcing the acquisition and acknowledging the support of Erie County.

Thank you again for your tremendous assistance in preserving one of Erie County’s most significant
architectural landmarks. We are very grateful.

Sincerely

oz Mz

Reine Hauser
Executive Director

Comm. 17M-14
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RAYCLIET:

CONSERVANCY, INC,
6472 Old Lake Shore Road
P.O. Box 823

Derby, NY 14047

DISCOVER GRAYCLIFF = “Located along the Seaway Trail, New York State’s only National Scenic Byway”
National Register of Historical Places ® New York State Landmark * Save America’s Treasures - Official Project

_o___ the Graycliff Qaaze__m-
and Enjoy Free Tours for | Whole Year

“Wright was inspired...
Spectacular lakefront site...”
Town & Country magazine
“Surprisingly Beautiful...

I was very impressed”

Dr. Neil Levine - Wright Scholar
RATED % % # % % F.L. WRIGHT FIELD GUIDE

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHTS

CRAYCLIRT

TATE

6472 OLD LAKE SHORE RD., DERBY, NY
20 mins south of Buffalo on the cliffs of Lake Erie

Tours Available Year Round by Reservation 716-947-9217

- e-mail: graycliff@verizon.net « Web: www.GraycliffEstate.org
+ Martin House - Graycliff Joint Tour Packages also available . call for details

Call For Volunteers * Join us... and discover Graycliff!

« Tour Guides and Chaperones - The Docent Comnuttee provides training for interested volunteers.
e Gift Shop - Discover the fun of working with people and the many items in our specialty shop
* Green Teams - Maimaining the house, gardens and grounds

o Special Events -Both onsite and off

Interested in helping? Please call us at 947-9217 or by e-mail at graycliff@verizon.net

E ZE. wm—.—.—h Funding support provided by M&T Bank and the County of Ene

CREATIVE DESIGN COURTESY EZ GRAPHICS » PRINTING COURTFSY EPW A HABERMEHI CO
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NEWSLETTER ° SPRING - SUMMER EDITION - 2012
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Announcing the 2012

to benefit
the Graycliff Conservancy
Friday, April 27, 2012
6:50p.m. = 9:50p.m.
<
Wine = Beer * Hors doeuvres
Dining /tations
<
Master of Ceremonies
JSteve Cichon, WBEA Radio
Jozz by keyboordist Van Taylor

Live & Jlent Auctions
vith./tellor items

Exclusive Gift Basket Drowings
Raffle for
Lorkin Company Collectibies
<

Diomond Window Awards
2012 Presentotions

<

Larkin
Centey

Larkin Center of Commerce
701 /eneca /1. Buffalo

See articles & photos
onpages8and9

GGRAYCLIET GALA

Y MsT Bank
Graycliff's
Visitor Center
renamed
M&T Bank Pavilion
See Article & Photos on Page 3

Graycliff: The Natural House  The Genius of Architecture & The Beauty of Nature

Graycliff Conservancy Acquires Caretaker’s Cottage

The first time in more than half a century that the Graycliff Estate has been returned to its original contours

The Graycliff Conservancy is proud to announce that it has acquired a cottage originally
part of the Graycliff Estate. The Caretaker’s Cottage is located on Old Lakeshore Rd, just south
of the entrance to Graycliff.

The Cottage and garage were built during the early years of the Martin family’s residency.
1t served as housing for the caretaker for the property.
Although not designed by Wright, the buildings are
composed of the same materials as the Wright-designed
buildings at Graycliff, and incorporate many of the same
architectural details. These include a fireplace designed
like that of the Foster House, as well as both interior
and exterior finishes. The acquisition will permit
additional research, which the Conservancy hopes will
prove to be as interesting as that of the other Graycliff
buildings and grounds.

This is the first time in more than half a century that
the Graycliff Estate has been returned to its original contours.

The Cottage was purchased with financial assistance from Erie County, which contributed
approximately 30% of the total $135,000 cost

A ribbon cutting to celebrate the acquisition, took place on Wednesday, October 26th at
1:30 pm. In attendance were former County Executive Chris Collins, as well as former owners
of the Cottage, Sandra Czora Blizniak and Denise Czora Flitton. Blizniak and Flitton, sisters,
grew up in the house. Their father, James D. Czora, Jr., a good neighbor of Graycliff, had been
watching the efforts of the Conservancy over the years as the estate was restored. Mr. Czora
asked his daughters to offer the cottage to Graychff in the event of his death, which occurred
in November of 2009.

“We are delighted that the Graycliff Estate is whole once again. We are very grateful to Erie County
and the Czora family for their instrumental assistance. The Conservancy would also like to thank
Melanie C. Marotto, Esq., of Colucci and Gallaher, P.C. for providing pro-bono legal services.”

Graydiff Board President Patrick J. Mahoney, A LA

The Caretaker’s Cottage

~ www.GraycliffEstateorg | s |
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Bimbaum

Just Wright for Kids

The American Spirit of Landscape :: Lecture Series

Graycliff is proud to announce a four part lecture series in 2012; each will be held at
the Burchfield-Penney Art Center. The American Spirit of Landscape is a series of four
lectures focusing on the landscape designs of Frederick Law Olmsted, Frank Lloyd
Wright, and Ellen Biddle Shipman. Olmsted, in the nineteenth century, based his designs
for NYC’s Central Park and Prospect Park; Buffalo’s entire park system; the Niagara
Reservation in Niagara Falls; and Rochester’s Emerald Necklace on the principles of
the English Picturesque while also emphasizing a specifically American experience of
nature and scenery.

Following Olmsted’s retirement in 1897, these precepts continued to ground a new
generation of American landscape architects for the next four decades, a time of rapid
economic, social, and cultural change. In the early twentieth century, new fortunes
made it possible for wealthy Americans to commission country estates; Frank Lloyd
Wright and Ellen Biddle Shipman among them.

Although Wright is best known for his residential design, he also created landscape
designs, particularly and extensively for Graycliff. Ellen Biddle Shipman, known as the
“Dean of American Women Landscape Architects,” was renowned for her Arts & Crafts-
style designs. Biddle Shipman created more than 400 landscape designs throughout
the US, with several still extant in the Buffalo and Rochester areas, including that

of Graycliff.

The American Spirit of Landscape will highlight some of the seminal figures in the

field of landscape architecture, and focus attention on landscape architecture in
WNY. Among the speakers will be Charles E. Beveridge on Friday, May 9th at 7 pm.
Dr. Beveridge is considered the foremost scholar on Frederick Law Olmsted and author
of Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing the American Landscape (Rizzoli) and the editor of
the Frederick Law Olmsted Papers, Vols. 1-7.

On Wednesday, May 23 at 7 pm, Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR will speak.
Birnbaum is the President of the Cultural Landscape Foundation and author of
Design with Culture: Claiming America’s Landscape Heritage. He is also a regular

contributor to the Huffington Post.

The series will conclude with two lectures in the autumn, with a look at Graycliff
landscape design by two geniuses of twentieth century design, Frank Lloyd Wright

and Ellen Biddle Shipman. Judith Tankard, author of The Gardens of Ellen Biddle Shipman
will focus on the designs of Shipman. A speaker to be announced will discuss Wright
and his designs for Graycliff.

Just Wright for Kids :2 Program Expands for 2012

After two previous sold-out seasons of Just Wnght for Kids, Graychiff is proud to announce that
this year, there will be three sessions, and one additional advanced session of Just Wright for
Kids. The hand-on workshop for children aged 11 to 14 will focus on the architecture of
Frank Lloyd Wright. All four sessions will be held during the summer months; please check
the Graycliff website at graycliffestate.org for dates, times and other details.

Led by Douglas Kohler, Chair, History Department of Clarence Middle School, and a seventh
grade history teacher, each Just Wright for Kids workshop will involve hands-on activities
related to Graycliff, Wright architecture in Buffalo and beyond. Each workshop is limited to
fifteen participants

Reservations and pre-payment are required. Admission is $8.

The workshop will include working with Pentomino puzzles, Art Glass, and Pop Up
architecture. It will be held outside under shade trees if weather permits, with views of
Graycliff and its cantilevered balconies and of Lake Erie. In case of poor weather, the
session will be held in the 1sabelle R. Martin House.

A tour of Graycliff for adults (parent/guardians) will be available during each program, with
an admission of $15. Reservauons are required NOTE. Graycliff tours are not appropriate
for children under age ten.

In addition to his disunguished career as an educator (and kids just love him!), Doug Kohler
is also a long-time trustee of the Clarence Historical Society, the author of four books on the
history of Clarence, NY, and a forthcoming book on Hull House, the historic site in
Lancaster, NY. He has been the Erie County Historian since March, 2009, and was educated
at Canisuis College, where he received his BA in History and MS in Education .

Look for dates and times to be posted on our website www.graycliffestate.org or contact the
Graycliff office at 947- 9217 for more mformation.

A Message From The President:

An Exciting Season of Landscape & Interior Restoration Projects, Special Events & Membership Growth

The 2012 season promises to be an exciting
one at Graycliff with restoration continuing on
the buildings and grounds at Graycliff and
some spectacular events in the planning.

The fifth phase of restoration (Interior
Restoration) began inside the main house with
the family sun porch restoration sponsored by
the Hooper Family Foundation. The restoration
was seventy-five percent complete last fall to
welcome the National Trust for Historic
Preservation at their annual conference’s first
visit to Western New York. On April 20th of
2012, the Conservancy will celebrate the
completion of the Family Sun Porch project
with a special tour and reception for Grayclifl
Docents and the Hooper Family. The docents
will learn about the history of this space and its
historic contents in order to expertly interpret
the room to future visitors.

The Sun Porch was initially conceived as a
screened room for the Martin family’s use and
was glazed in the second season of residency by
the family. This restoration restored the rubber
floor, colored stucco ceiling and walls, historic
lighting, French doors and cypress woodwork
within the space. The restoration also returned
a striking library table designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright for the house to the porch. The table
spent many years in the Rocky Mountains in
Colorado after being sold to an art collector by
the Piarist fathers in 1995. The restoration of
the Sun Porch also marks the first poruon of
the installation of the sophisticated Italian
based fire protection system now used in many
historic properties.

Continued interior restoration will begin this
year with work on the first floor of the main
house living and dining rooms. Two grants
from New York State totaling $175,000 will
restore the cypress plank floors in these spaces.
The drainage system at Graycliff failed in the
19405, which led to decay and eventually the
collapse of the living room floor. The floor was
replaced with concrete plank prior to the
property’s sale to the Piarist fathers in 1950.
Previous phases of restoration have corrected
the drainage system failure, which has resulted
in a dry basement under the house. Under this
project sponsored by former State Senator
Antoine M. Thompson and current Senator Mark
J Grisanti, the original heating systems (hidden
below the living room floor) will be restored,
paving the way for complete restoration of the
first floor. Frank Lloyd Wright designed many
heating systems below floors but few were
installed per his plans.

Wright restoration expert John Eifler, FAIA
will consult with architects from Chaintreuil,
Jensen and Stark on this project. The unique
heating design explains the unusual furniture
placement visible in the many historic
photographs on display at the site. Work is
expected to be started this year and completed
by next year. This project involves some
creative challenges in keeping the house open
for tours as the floor is removed in stages and
returned to its historic appearance. This season
may be the only opportunity a visitor will have
to look directly into the basement from the
living or dining rooms (Frank Lloyd Wright
always wanted a two-story living room; he
never guessed it would be a basement.

Landscape restoration is expected to continue
this season with heavy restoration around the
drive and omamental pool in the circle. Historic
finishes matching the iron tinted gravel will
restore the color palette to the most prominent
views of the house this year.

The third consecutive Graycliff Gala is set for
April 27th at the Larkin Center of Commerce at
701 Seneca Street in Buffalo. This is a new venue
for the gala, moving across the street from last
year’s location at the Larkin at Exchange
Building. This years event will take place in a
sprawling building that once housed Larkin
Soap production facilities and is easily over one
million square feet in area. Frank Loyd Wright
last visited this building in 1936, accompanied
by the late architect Edgar Tafel who was the last
living person to accompany Wright to Graycliff
on the same trip. Wnght dined in the executive
dining room and, according to Tafel, enjoyed the
asparagus. As in past years, the gala offers
Graycliff not only the ability to raise needed
operating funds but also an opportunity to thank
and recognize some of the many people whose
work and effort has allowed the conservancy to
flourish. Please support the Conservancy by
attending this stimulating event. (See pages 8 &
9) for details about the gala and some of the
unique opportunities offered at the gala
auctions).

Graycliff expects to have an enjoyable and
productive season in 2012. Membership is
strong and is the heart of this organization;
please help us make it more so by becoming a
member or giving a gift membership to the
friend you think will appreciate it most.

We hope to see members on the Member’s
Lawn on select days this season and I also
would love to share these changes this season
with you on an architect tour.

~ Patrick ]. Mahoney, AlA, Board President
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Graycliff Gala Volunteers, Phyllis Spears,
Antoinette Forth and Diane Schrenk

Board members Catherine

Excitement is growing in anticipation of Graycliff's third annual
gala. While some features of it are traditional, there is a lot new
and compelling.

We are holding the gala in a new site yet keeping with tradition by
locating it in the Larkin District. Scheduled for April 27, 2012 at
6:30 p.m., our host this year is the Larkin Center of Commerce,
701 Seneca Street. Owners James Cornell (Praxiis Business
Advisors), Peter Krog (Krog Corp.) and Gordon Reger (Reger
Holdings, LLC) purchased the 1.3 million square foot Larkin Soap
Co. manufacturing building a little over a year ago, embarking on
a major rehabilitation project to create high class office space.

Its parking lot between Seneca and Swan streets had been the
location of Frank Lloyd Wright's Larkin Administration building,
tragically torn down by the City of Buffalo in 1950. Its one
remaining vestige, a brick pier, has been maintained and
memorialized for years by a group of volunteers, with the
permission and assistance of the owners.

Keeping with the Larkin theme, Jerry Puma, President of the
national Larkin Collector’s Group, will be presenting an exhibit of
Larkin related items and posters, Significantly, he will be showing
a brief silent movie “infomercial” filmed for the Larkin Soap Co.
in 1910 for use on a rare projector designed by Thomas Edison.
The film was recorded at 701 Seneca Street, documenting
Larkin products, their manufacture and marketing. This rare
and historic film is not to be missed! Nor is the opportunity to
meet John E. Larkin, (the great great grandson of John D.
Larkin) who is coming from Boston, Mass, to attend the event.

A further Larkin touch will be the raffling of a “Larkin Collector’s
Starter Kit” of Larkin Soap Company and Buffalo Pottery Co.
(a Larkin subsidiary) items.

One of our sponsors, Entercom (Vice President/General
Manager, Larry Robb, is a Larkin family member,) is not only
broadcasting “plugs” for us on several of its radio stations, but
also loaning us its WBEN News Director, Steven Cichon, as our
guest emcee and auctioneer. Steven is a talented, dynamic
broadcaster, who also has a keen interest in the history of
Western New York, frequently presenting lectures on local
historic topics.

A M&TB

Don't Miss the Best Party of the Whole Year! .

Schwritzer and Sharon Osgood
at the 2011 Diamond Window Awards presentation

Coming Soon: The Annual Graycliff Gala 2012 22

Friday April 27, 2012

Forest Lawn Executive Dir, Joseph Dispenza and
organizer Sandra Starks look forward to the 2012 Gala

Entercom also loaned us its Director of Regional Marketing,
Sharon Metz, to add her creative genius to the planning
committee. One of many benefits was her solicitation of some
wonderful live auction items such as an overnight at the Sterling
Inn and dinner at its restaurant, AG, in Niagara Falls, Canade,

a Niagara-on-the-Lake package of a Vintage Hotel stay, winery
visit and Shaw theatre tickets; and a stay at Carl Paladino’s new
hotel, The Giacomo, with a dinner at a nearby restaurant.

A very exciting auction item is an overnight stay at the
Gardener’s Cottage along with an in-depth tour of the entire
Martin House complex. The cottage is not generally available
for such a stay, so this is a rare opportunity.

An equally rare auction item is a wine and cheese reception for
20 at the privately owned FLW designed Davidson House.
Owner, Russ Maxwell, has also arranged for our own Patrick
Mahoney to be present to autograph his recently released book
on the Davidson House. Each participant will leave with a book
in hand!

Providing music throughout the dining portion of the evening
(dunng which guests will be circulating through the many offerings
being presented in the basket auction) will be Van Taylor, from the
Colored Musician’s Club, on keyboard.

A primary purpose of the Gala is, of course, to honor the
recipients of this year’s Diamond Award Window winners.
They include Community Contributor Award: Burton Notarius;
Organization Award: Forest Lawn; Corporate Award: M&T Bank;
Benefactor Award: the John R. Oishei Foundation;

Lester Rickard Memorial Professional Award: E.O. Smith, Jr.,
Ph.D., Director of Monroe Fordham Regional History Center
of SUNY College at Buffalo; and Individual Benefactor Award:
W. Stanley Hooper, Hooper Family Foundation.

Sponsors, as of March 21, 2012, include M&T Bank;
Entercom; Larkin Center of Commerce, Sharon Osgood, Esq..
Gregory Photiadss, Esq.; The Krog Group, Marsh Ziller, Attorneys;
Sand Hill Investments; Diane and Frederick Schrenk;

Harter Sechrist and Emery, Diane Chrisman; Kromac Design;
and Chaintreuil | Jensen | Stark Architects, LLP.
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The Family Sun Porch Room: set up for an afternoon event

Family Sun Porch: First Interior Room Restored

The first interior room of the Isabelle R. Martin House, the largest of the three Wright-
designed buildings at Graycliff has been restored, President Patrick J. Mahoney, A.LA.
announced today.

“Thanks to the Hooper Family Foundation, the Family Sun Porch was restored in time for the
national conference of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.” Mahoney said.

Work included installation of that portion of a fire protection system, restoration of stucco
walls and ceiling; restoration of historic lighting fixtures and installation of historically
accurate rubber floor tiles. The restoration was performed by BRD Construction, with
supervision by Chaintreuil | Jensen | Stark Architects.

The Hooper Family, which provided funding last year for the re-acquisition of a library
table original to Graycliff, generously underwrote restoration of the Family Sun Porch
as well. “We're are very grateful to the Hooper family, particularly Stan Hooper, for his
enthusiasm for Graycliff. He is truly a wonderful neighbor and a treasured supporter.”
said Reine Hauser, Executive Director.

The Family Sun Porch, with windows on three sides, features striking views of the
grounds, a sunken garden and Lake Erie. Margaret Foster, granddaughter of Isabelle
and Darwin Martin, for whom Frank Lloyd Wright designed Graycliff, has said that

the room was used often to play board games, do jigsaw puzzles, and listen to the radio
during the evenings and on rainy days.

Wright on the Road rs a free one hour pragram of beautifu
photes and commentary that explains the history of Graychff and
the histonical restoration process

I arrange a free presentation on Graych!! for your
organization, please contact us at
grayctiff@verizon net ® 716-947-921

aycliffEstate org

Chedk out our website

Archive Photo: The Family Sun Porch, 1928

il 5]

The Sun Porch set up for a reception

Stanley Hooper inspecting the
Family Sun Porch Project

An exterior photo showing the sun porch room
windows with its views of the lake and lawn
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