A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATOR DIXON

Re: Requesting Limitations on Secret Settlements

WHEREAS, secret settlements are agreements entered into between litigants in order to
settle a legal dispute without going to trial; and

WHEREAS, settlements are preferable to trials, due both to the somewhat decreased
expense to taxpayers and because the agreement is freely entered into by the parties, rather than
having a verdict imposed upon the parties; and

WHEREAS, however, settlements reduce the amount of valuable information available to
consumers, whose taxes pay for the court system used to arrive at the settlement; and

WHEREAS, for example, a secret settlement could be used to cover up a product defect
that might result in the death of a consumer, a product which a consumer could have avoided
with more information; and

WHEREAS, as another example, a secret settlement could also be used to cover up
inappropriate behavior at a daycare or community organization, putting children at further risk of
being subjected to inappropriate behavior; and

WHEREAS, in the governmental realm, a secret settlement could be used to cover up
failure of officials to avoid hazardous conditions created by governmental negligence, such as
failure to repair a roadway, cover up inappropriate behavior of a governmental official, such as a
workplace harassment claim, or cover up settlement of frivolous claims as a favor to generous
campaign donors; and

WHEREAS, Assemblyman Michael Keamns has drafted legislation to limit secret
settlements in New York, such as is done in other states; and

WHEREAS, Assemblyman Kearns has been waiting since September for a bill number
for this legislation; and

WHEREAS, the legislation cannot be considered or even discussed without a bill
number; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature respectfully requests that Assemblyman
Keams be afforded the courtesy of making his proposed legislation regarding this important
issue, especially in light of recent events at the state level, eligible for consideration; and be it
further
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RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Andrew

Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Senate Majority Leaders Dean Skelos and Jeffrey
Klein and the local delegation to the New York State Legislature.

Fiscal Impact: None.
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