A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORS MILLS, RATH, DIXON, HARDWICK & LORIGO

Re: Requesting Changes to Capital Borrowing for 2013

WHEREAS, on February 7, 2013, the County Executive submitted to the Erie County
Fiscal Stability Authority (ECFSA) his revised four-year plan, which included his stated
intention to lower borrowing for capital projects over the next four years; and

WHEREAS, also on February 7, 2013, the County Executive, by his representatives
appearing at the legislature’s morning work session, asked the Erie County Legislature to
immediately approve his proposal to borrow $39,945,229 to finance the county’s share of the
2013 capital projects that he outlined before the body; and

WHEREAS, later that same day, on February 7, 2013, the Erie County Legislature
considered and passed Comm. 3E-7, the 2013 Consolidated Bond Resolution, as requested by the
County Executive, unanimously and without amendment; and

WHEREAS, the projects were considered and selected as a package after legislators
performed a cost-benefit analysis considering the safety and quality of life for Erie County
residents; and

- WHEREAS, also on February 7, 2013, the Erie County Legislature approved the County
Executive’s Declaration of Need, again acknowledging that the Erie County Fiscal Stability
Authority (ECFSA) could borrow for capital projects at a significant and substantial savings to
taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2013, the County Executive informed the ECFSA that, due
to budgetary factors, the County Executive reduced the amount that he would authorize the
ECFSA to borrow to $29,649,733; and

WHEREAS, upon information and belief, not a single Erie County Legislator was copied
on this email informing the ECFSA of the County Executive’s unilateral decision to cut
investment in capital projects by nearly twenty-five percent; and

WHEREAS, further, the County Executive has not informed the Erie County Legislature
of “budgetary factors” that arose between February 8 and February 25, 2013 which would
necessitate reducing capital investment by nearly twenty-five percent; and

WHEREAS, the Deputy Budget Director notified the Finance & Management Committee
of the legislature on February 28, 2013 of the County Executive’s determination to reduce capital
borrowing, suggesting that the County executive intended to reduce the amount even when the
administration presented the plan to the legislature on February 7, 2013; and
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WHEREAS, the lack of transparency by the County Executive in failing to inform the
Erie County Legislature of vital information about millions of taxpayer dollars is disturbing and

dismaying; and

WHEREAS, further, the County Executive’s actions, in not seeking the advice and
consent of the Erie County Legislature would, at best, essentially create a power of the County
Executive to perform a line-item veto of his own approved verbatim request ex post facto; and

WHEREAS, at worst, it indicates that the County Executive harbors a belief that he is the
sole authority over taxpayer dollars, without the checks and balances provided by a legislative

body; and

WHEREAS, despite the questionable actions of the County Executive, the Erie County
Legislature applauds his efforts to save taxpayer dollars over the long term by reducing the 2013
capital borrowing; and

WHEREAS, however, the legislature, as the body authorized and directed by law to
approve all budgets, must have input into the revised 2013 Capital Budget; and

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature does not agree with the methodology, if any,
that the County Executive employed to arrive at his reduced capital borrowing amount; and

WHEREAS, instead, the Erie County Legislature requests that the County Executive
submit his revisions to the legislature, allowing the legislature to consider, and possibly amend,
the proposed cuts to the capital budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature directs the Erie County Executive submit
his proposed cuts to the 2013 capital budget to the legislature for its consideration and approval;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Erie County
Executive, the Erie County Comptroller and the Erie County Fiscal Stability Authority.

Fiscal Impact: Savings to taxpayers in an amount to be determined by the amount of
capital and debt service borrowed less than previously approved by the Erie County Legislature.
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