A PROCLAMATION TO BE SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATOR MAZUR & HOGUES

RE: Urging the Governor and the New York State Legislature to Continue to Reform
the Financing of the Early Intervention Program in New York State

WHEREAS, since the inception of the Early Intervention (EI) Program in 1993, the
number of recipients, costs per child and administrative duties of Erie County have increased
dramatically; and

WHEREAS, New York State has shifted for fiscal responsibility to counties while
reducing state responsibility, and Erie County now funds 51 % of this program; and

WHEREAS, counties are required to pay 100% of the cost of Early Intervention
services in the first instance, which by statute cannot be claimed until nine months into the
current state fiscal year and often remain unreimbursed for more than one year; and

WHEREAS, Erie County recognizes that the creation of a statewide fiscal agent to
take over administrative functions such as contracting with providers and reimbursement to
providers will improve the program; and

WHEREAS, this initiative represents an important step toward providing counties with
mandate relief in the Early Intervention Program; however last year, the State Legislature
rejected the Governor’s proposed mandate reforms regarding the EI Program; and

WHEREAS, the Executive Budget once again has advanced the following reforms
requiring:

1) third party insurers to cover the cost of EI services where appropriate and prohibits
insurers from denying claims solely because the claim is for an EI service;

2) third party insurers to establish an adequate network of EI providers to meet capacity
needs;

3) providers to enter into agreements with insurers;

4) children covered by third party insurance to select an in-network-approved EI provider
absent extenuating circumstances; and

WHEREAS, current EI legislation refers to “children with handicapping conditions,”
an archaic term that should be replaced with “children with disabilities;” and

WHEREAS, commercial insurance claims for all Early Intervention services should be
maximized by requiring insurers and HMO’s to cover the cost of EI services, thereby
relieving - at least in part — this costly burden on county and state taxpayers.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature call upon the New York Legislature to
adopt the Governor’s Early Intervention proposals in the NYS 2013-14 Budget; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature is hereby authonized to forward certified
copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon
Silver; Senate Republican Conference Leader Dean Skelos, Senate Independent Democratic
Conference Leader Jeff Klein, Gale Burstein, MD, Erie County Commissioner of Health and
all others deemed necessary and proper.

FISCAL IMPACT: If enacted, positive for the taxpayers of Erie County and New York
State.
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