A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATOR GRANT & MAZUR

RE: Supporting the Bipartisan Efforts Underway in the United States Senate to Achieve Zero
Tolerance in the Armed Forces Regarding Military Sexual Assault

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2013, the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee on Personnel,
chaired by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, held a hearing on sexual violence in the military; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Defense has estimated that approximately 19,000 military sexual
assaults occurred in 2011, yet only 2,439 unrestricted reports were filed, with only 240 proceeding to
trial; and

WHEREAS, contrary to popular belief; the actual incidence of sexual violence in numbers is
higher among men in the military than women, though a higher percentage of women in the military
have reported that they have been traumatized, with sexual violence considered to be the leading cause
of PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) among women veterans; and

WHEREAS, given the fact that sexual violence within our Armed Forces results in prosecution
only 10% of the time, the psychological, physical and emotional toll it takes on the victims can be
viewed as a destabilizing force among our mi litary, potentially affecting the morale of fighting units
where victims fear retaliation, punishment and additional harm from individuals who wear the same
uniform as they do; and

WHEREAS, the low rate of prosecution no doubt has lead to the statistic whereby 47% of
service members are too afraid to report their assaults; and

WHEREAS, the United States Senate’s movement toward an emphasis on institutional
accountability and the prosecution of cases among the Armed Forces is a value shared by Democratic
and Republican Senators alike.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature go on record to support the bipartisan efforts
underway in the United States Senate to achieve a zero tolerance reality with regard to military sexual
violence and trauma; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the matter of Mi litary Sexual Violence and Trauma be discussed at an
upcoming meeting of the Erie County Legislature’s VALER4Valor ad hoc committee; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be conveyed to President Barack Obama,
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, the Government Affairs Committee and the VALER4Valor ad hoc
committee of the Ene County Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.

FISCAL IMPACT: None for resolution.
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