A PROCLAMATION TO BE SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATOR MARINELLI

RE: Urging the New York State Legislature and Governor to Develop a Multi-Year Plan
to Restore State Aid to Community Colleges as Set Forth in NYS Education Law

WHEREAS, community colleges have emerged as one of the most important resources in
Western New York for preparing our region’s 21° century workforce by developing new,
innovative and technologically advanced job training/retraining, degree and certificate programs;
and

WHEREAS, New York State Education Law Article 26 provides the methodology for
funding community colleges under the State University of New York; and

WHEREAS, the State of New York is required — under State Education Law - to assist in
the financing of community college tuition costs; and

WHEREAS, over the course of time, New York State has reduced the amount of state aid
contributions as the result of state fiscal challenges and, for some counties, the state aid share
does not exceed 18 percent of the community college operating budget; and

WHEREAS, in State fiscal year 2007-08, the State Budget supported student base aid for
SUNY and CUNY community colleges per full time student at $2,675, yet the State fiscal year
2012-13 state budget included final base operating aid funding for community colleges at $2,272
per full time student, representing a 15 percent reduction from prior state aid levels, not
accounting for inflationary costs; and

WHEREAS, the final Budget agreement for 2013-14 added $70 million for higher
education funding above the Governor’s proposal, with the bulk of the additional funding
targeted to increase community college FTE state base aid — an increase of $150 per FTE (for a
total amount of $2,422 per full time student) — and for SUNY’s teaching hospitals; and

WHEREAS, the 2013-14 State Budget is moving final base operating aid in the right
direction, however, the cumulative reduction in state aid perpetuates New York State’s actions of
imposing increasingly higher costs on county taxpayers and students in a manner that contradicts
the intent of State Education Law; and

WHEREAS, New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has called on the
Governor and State Legislature to gradually restore community college base operating aid to the
levels envisioned under New York State Education Law in order to maintain academic
excellence and affordability at our community colleges; and

WHEREAS, Erie County stands with its fellow counties in New York State that host a
community college in asking that the chronic under-funding of base operating aid be resolved in
a strategic manner for the benefit of the New York State economy.

Intro. 9-3
Page 1 of 2



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature voice its strong support for the planned
and gradual restoration of base operating aid to community colleges in New York State in
accordance with New York State Education Law; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be conveyed to Governor Andrew
Cuomo, Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Silver, Leader of the Republican Conference of the
New York State Senate Dean Skelos, Leader of the Independent Democrat Conference of the
New York State Senate Jeff Klein, ECC President Jack Quinn and all others deemed necessary
and proper.

FISCAL IMPACT: None for resolution.
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