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A LOCAL LAW amending Local Law No. 1-1959, zs amended
constituting the Erie County Charter by
amending Article XVIII, by adding Section _
1813 thereto to establish and define the
powers and duties of an Audit Committee, by
amending Article II, by adding thereto
Section 211 in relation to the powers and
duties of the county legislature and by
amending Article III, Section 302 theract
in relation to the powers and duties 0f the
county executive.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Local Law No. 1-19%539, as amendead,

ltuting the Erie County Charter, is hereby amendzd by

i
adding to Article XVIII a new section 1813 to read as follaows:

Section 1813. Audit Committee

A. There is herehv created and establish

ed
audit commitiee for the County of Eries consistinag of the

following five (5) members apvcinted for the following “erms-
g J

{a) One majority member of *the county legislature
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to be approinted annually bv the majori

lature.

(b) One minority member of the countvy leqgi

1
to be avpointed annually bv the minoritv members of the

legislature,
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{c) The county legislature shall consider &

three (3) cualified candidates which have been recomm

=]
by the Erie County Bar Association and shall initially avvoint

i

one of these nominses for a one (1) vyear term. Th

e
nd_at the expiration of the term of the initial anocintaa,
)

the appcintment shall be made for a term of three (3




(d} The county legislature shall consider at least

three (3} qualified candidates which have bsen recommended by +ha

W.N.Y. Chapter of the New York State Association of Certified Public ACCOLn ant

shall initially appoint one of these nominees for a two (2} vear

~term.. Thereafter, and at the expiration of the term of the

initial aprointees, the appointment shall be made for a term of

three (3) vears.
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{2) The county legislature shall consider at 1

three (3} gualifised candidates which have been racommendad by

the Bank Administrative Institute and shall initially apvnoint
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one of these nominess for athree {3) vear term. Thareafter, and

at the expiration of the term of the initial appointee, ths

appcintment shall be made for a term of three (3) vears

No appeintee may ssrve for more than two (2}

tarms. Eacn appointee mav be remocved only for cause by tﬂﬁ

raspective appointing autherities. Vacanciass shall bs filled

bv members appointed bv nqcmevarnbde the 1n1t1a1 appointman

A membex appointed to £ill a vacancy shall serve for the

duration of the expired term.

B. The members of the audit committee shall anrually

alect its own officers. Members of the county legi

S
shall not be eligible tc hold such coffices. The audit ¢
a

shall meet at least four (4) times a year and shall m

racorded minutes of all of 1ts meetings.

C. The audit committee shall be responsible for

issuing regquests for proposals from certified public accounting

firms for the preparation of an annual audit report and

accompanying management letter for the County of Erie, an arnnual
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audit report and accompanying management letter for ths Eris

Countv Medical Center and an annual audit report andé acc.uipanv-
m
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ing manacement letter for the Home and Infirmary.
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committes may issue a reguest for proposal (RFP) to have the

same certified public accounting firm contract with tha County

of Erie for two or all thres of +he aforementicned audit

reports and management letters, or it may issue a separate RFP

for sach of the three aforementioned audit reports and

accompanying management letters. Any regquest Ifor proposal

issued by the audit committee shall be in writing and shall

be widely distributad among certifisd public accounting firms.

Such requests for proposals shall contain all certinent infor-

mation concerning each provosed audit rsport and managemen

letter contract, including the date upon which- the contracs

is to commence, a description of the work to ba performead,

any varticular or unigue specificaticns recquirsd, tha fiscal
vear{s) for which the audit reports and management letter(s)
are to be prepared and the data(s) by which ths it reportts)

and accompanving management lettars shall be completed and

formally submitted to the county legislaturée and coun Ty

axecutive,

The audit committee shall review and avaluats

the responses to 2ach RFP it issues and it shall prepars in

writing a comparison of all certified public accounting firms

which responded showing (a) what special skill or sarvice

will be provided; (b) the gualifications of thes firm:
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{c) the expertise of the firm; and (d) the total estimate

or rate for providing services. The audit committae shall
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prepare a written report on the results of sach RFP it issua
Such report shall be submitted to the clerk of the county

legislature at lesast three months prior to the commencsament

of the proposed annual audit and management letter contract

and it shall contain the results of the audit committee's

evaluation of all responses to the RFP, as well as the name

of the certified public accounting firm which it is racommend-

ing tc periorm the proposed audit report and management latzar
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The audit committse shall be responsible for

meeting with the certified vublic accounting firm(s) which are

awarded audit and management letter contract(s) for the County

of Erie, the Erie County Medical Center and the Home and

Infirmarv fo discuss in detall the scove ¢f such contracts and

all matters related to them.

Within fortv-five (45) davs of the publicaticn

I

of a finalized audit revport and accompanyving managemeant letier,
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e audit committee shall submit to the countv executiv

th
the countv legislature a written report containing its findings,
comments and recommendations with respect to cach such recort.

The audit commititee shall be responsible for

monitoring the implementation of the recommendations which axre

contained in the management letters that are issued for ths

County of Erie, the Erie County Medical Center and the Home

and Infirmarv.

Section 2. Local Law No. 1-1959, as amended,
constituting the Erie County Charter, is hereby amended bv
adding to Article II. a new section 211 to read as follows:

Section 211. Approval of Independent Auditors.

Upon reviewing the results of the audit committee!

evaluations of all audit report and management letter prowncsals
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which have been submitted bv certified vublic accounting £
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and said committese's recommendaticns for the award of audit

report and management letter contracts, the county legislature
o ,

shall bv a majority wote enact a resdlution specifving the

name (s) of the certified public accounting £irm(s) it has

selected to zrepare annual audit reports and accompanving

management letters for the Countvy of Erie, the Erie Countw

Medical Center and the Home and Infirmary.
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Section 3. Local Law No. 1-1959, as amendszd,
constituting the Erie County Charter, is hereby amended by
amending subsection (n) of Section 302 thereof.

Section 302.
(n.) Subject to Section 1902, Section 131

=

Secticn 211 of this charter, contract with a firm of
i

fied public accountants to perform an annual independent
audit of county financial. accounts to be completed and dslivered
to the county legisléﬁure within five (3) mdnths after the en
of each fiscal vesar.

Section 4, This local law shall take effect

immediately uron filing with the Secretary of State, if

aoproved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the

cualified electors in the November 3, 1985 General Flection.

LEONARD R. LENTIHAN

ROBERT H. MEIER
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