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Enclosed please find an accompanying memorandum and proposed 
resolution from the Department of Environment and Planning 
pertaining to continuance of an Open Item for Sewer District Bond 
Accounts with the Energy and Environment Committee. 

Please refer this item to the Energy and Environment 
Committee. A representative of the Department will be present to 
answer any questions. 

DTG/kn 
Encs. 
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Very truly 
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DENNIS T. 
County 
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DENNIS T. GORSKI 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
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COMMISSIONER 
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- 7th Floor 
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14202 

RE: Open Item 

December 18, 1998 

Sewer District Bond Accounts 

Honorable Members: 

I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 

An "Open Item" be continued in the Energy and Environment 
Committee to discuss and subsequently take appropriate actions on 
various Sewer District Bond Account Items. 

II. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no fiscal implications as a result of this 
request. However, due to the tedious, time consuming process 
required by Article SA of the County Law to provide financing for 
Sewer District Projects, the absence of an Open Item would 
increase the financing costs of a sewer project and cause higher 
inflationary costs. 

III. REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 

The bonding of Sewer District Capital Projects and/or 
Modifications thereto is a time consuming process. Historically, 
this process normally takes about two years to complete. Without 
the process being complete, construction delays will occur which 
will subsequently delay service to the public. 

The reason for the recommendation is to reduce the time it 
takes to bond sewer district improvements. In reducing 
time, the cost to the public can be significantly lowered. Also, 
the time required to provide sewer service to the public will be 
significantly reduced. 
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IV. BACKGROUND 

An Open Item for Sewer District Bond Accounts has been 
established in the Energy and Environment Committee since the 
late 1970's. It has allowed the Department of Environment and 
Planning to present the required resolutions in Committee with 
minimal time delays. It has helped to reduce the time to get a 
project approved by as much as 6-9 months. 

Since all Sewer District Bond Accounts require at least 6 
separate contacts with the Legislature before a project is 
ultimately financed, we do not believe that this request would 
limit the Legislature's ability to fully discuss a project. For 
your information, under the Open Item process, a project would be 
discussed in the Energy and Environment Committee during each of 
the following steps of a project before it could become a 
reality: 

Submission of the Erie County Sewer Agency Report 
Approving the Notice calling a Public Hearing 
Holding the Public Hearing 
Approving an Application to the New York State 
Department of Audit & Control 
Approving the Project 
Approving the Bond Authorization 

V. CONSEQUENCES OF A NEGATIVE ACTION 

Without an Open Item, the cost of financing a Sewer District 
Bond Project will be significantly increased, and the time it 
takes to complete a project and provide service to the public 
would be increased. 

VI. STEPS FOLLOWING APPROVAL 

Once the Open Item is approved, the individual bond process 
steps will be presented and discussed in the Energy and 
Environment Committee. 
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Please refer this item to the Energy and Environment 
Committee. A copy of a proposed resolution is attached for your 
convenience. 

RMT/kn 
Enc. 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

cc: Annual File 
0.7.1.0 
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ICHARD M. TOBE 
Commissioner 

/ f' 

L Ci£;ff !t£~ 'P.E. 
Deputy Commissioner 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Department of Environment and Planning has 
proposed establishment of an Open Item in the Legislature's 
Energy and Environment Committee to reduce the time required for 
approval of a bond authorization for sewer construction projects. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that an Open Item be established in the Energy and 
Environment Committee of this Legislature for the purpose of 
considering prerequisite resolutions pertaining to Bond 
Authorizations and other documents regarding either the Erie 
County Sewer Districts or the Southtowns Sewage Treatment Agency; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature be directed to 
send certified copies of this resolution to Charles J. Alessi, 
Deputy Commissioner, Department of Environment and Planning and 
Stephen F. Gawlik, Assistant County Attorney. 

RMT/kn 
12/30/98 
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