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Library closings

of three Town of Tonawanda branch li- good idea in theory, but when that plan calls ﬁ:u'

“braries has many residents up in arms; ' the closing of neighborhood libraries,

‘Those libraries facing a possible shutdown are  should be examined imore closely.

*~ Brightor, 999 Brighton Road; Kenilworth, 318 |
. Montros : Ave., and Parkside Village, 169 Sheri- - area: have. enp:pss *their’ éd

dan-Parkside Dr. Already, residents have been  branch closing. -'A icgative blow: such as this
expressing their concerns to local officials in-.  could d¢ even more: amage: ,gfn nlrcad]r dell

cluding Town of Tonawanda Supervisor Carl * cate neighborhood. @

ﬁ-1~

‘Calabrese and Eric County Legislator Lynn- What has locgl: uﬂi 'Inls mnmed.:s thc t'm:t

~ Marinelli. ' All three libraries are in Manucl i's - that these neighborh

district. P spective neighboth
" The good ncws is that the libraries will remum

Ihc immediate fulure,

The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library -
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Already residents from the Shmdnn—Paxlfmde

Jlibrarjes’ serve: their re- -
and | ﬂ'mjrtlm. ‘that's - ©
a service that is 'unaVailabley; ,I‘;?es. those- resi-
imact for 1999. No closings will' take ptace in . dents could travel a few miled'lo’] get m‘ﬂ'le._nlhcr
libraries, but to have sumul.hmg at'your dis pma.f %

" However, that future is uncertain, ; . and then have it laken away is worse than never,-
having it at all. Residents near these nmghbnr—--
System is looking for a way to smooth thmgs _ hood libraries realize that they may not be state-
out and to consolidatc and use its resources in-  of-the-art facilities, but they serve their purpose

a-ineg‘atwe force

Thc announcement of the possible closing  the most efficient way possible. It sounds like a
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-all the same. People come to rely on the li- =
bram-.s for extracurricular activities with their =
chl.ldmn Storytime; crafl programs and holiday
tactivities are a mainstay 'for Tonawanda branch
Jibraries,. ..
neem- over: 'lhelr‘f.a’;,éf"ﬁl&muEh closings may be ‘inevitable, resi-
dents should still express their concemn to local
..and Mbrary-officlals. | Many voices are surely ol
tronger than. nne.. = . Z
[I Marinelll-has.a lon f her as she =
egins . Tonawanda branch li- g
taries and the services they provide, It's abat- 2
“ile sfe-welcomes hOUgE—She says she has re- ﬁ
.ceived some handwritten notes from residents
“concerned about the state of the libracies. E:
“You know it's an issue that's hiiting home
when someone takes the time to sit down and
write a letter,” she said.
It this day of super technology, it sure is.
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Libraries

(Continued from page one)
and not neighborheods. .ing libraty system not the peo-
“This is a huge shift in phi- ple who use it,” he added.
losophy,” Calabrese added.

He also added that Erie
County is one of the lowest
spenders on books for its li-
braries,

"It's simple,” Calabrese said.
“People want their libraries
stocked as full as possible with
books — that's what a library
is."

“If you read the report its
the library staffe that have the
most complaint with the exist-

—

**The town board also ex-
pressed concerns that with the
possible closings of three of its
libraries, there is a loss of
identity as a town and what it
has to offer'its residents,
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* by CARRIE FASCM
Editor

. Tunding for the libraries

The three Town of Tonawanda
branch libraries facing possible
closinps will be protected in 1999,
thanks 1o the recenily
passed Library Projec-
lion Ag
{See pagf fo

The act will ifsore

in 1999 which includes
those libraries in the hot
scat — Brighton, 999
Brighton Road; Kenil-
warth. 318 Monirose
Ave., and Sheridan-Park-
side, 169 Sheridan-Park-
side Dr.

_whr.n ‘people llk# time to wme

you a letter.”

“This is tough but it's one uf
those issues that is pleasing o™
work on,”" Marinelli added, “he-
cause everyone knows
how importanlt our li-
braries are.”

Although the recent
siudy commissioned by

County Public Library
System called for con-
solidation of thosc
neighborhnod  libraries,
Marinelli contends thal
no funds were allocated

to implement those
plans,

"Qur librarics are cen-
ters lor lcarning and
gathering in the commu-
nity and the Library Pro-
lection Act will keep
those cenlers Strong in
the coming year," said
Eric County Legislator
Lynn Marinclli.

The three libraries tar-
peted for closing arc in
Marinelli's district.

“I've potien some calls and lel-
lers fooim oy constitucnls  abmt
the closings — peaple are wor-
ricd,” Marinelli added. Yoo
know 115 an issue that s home

Marinelll

“The library sludy was
just'that — a study,” she
said.

She also noted that
nothing will be enacled
until the Legislawre,
local government and
residents have a chance
o review and comment
on the study.

The Tonawanda Town
Board is also leeling the
heat from the possible "hranch
closings.  Town Supervisor Carl
Calnbrese said he has received
calls Trom concerned residents,
asking for his help to keep the li-

the Buffalo and Erie

 braries open, “

Parkside Neighborhood Watch

group-wrole me a notc saying’she

didn't want their hrmch I‘.ncl.nu."
Calabrese said.

“These closings wnll create
hardships, especially in -that

© S, (Sheridan-Parkside) arca” added
“Kathy Russel] of the Shendmw

Councilman David Rider. .
. According to Calabrese, the re-
pori, submitied by consultants
based in Croton-on-Hudson in
downstate New York, supporis the
idea of libraries serving regions
(Please lum lo page five)
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