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Library cl0sUig$·~a!negafifv.e:f~rce 
The announcement of the possible dosing the most efficient way possible. It sounds like a. . all the same. People come to rely on the li-

of three Town of Tonawanda branch Ji- good idea in theory, qut when that plan ca1l!i for . , braries ·for extracurricular activities with their 
t ··: braries has many residents up_ in annsi ,. the closing of ndgh~rhood librarie~. that we,\ 'children, Storytimei·craf,l pr~grarris and holiday 

.. ' ·Those libraries facing a possible shutdown are should be examined More closely. -· · ~ :tactivities are a' mainstay for Tonawanda branch > Brightor. 999 Brighton ~oad;. Kenilworth, 31.8 . . Already .. ~esidepts.fr9m .t~~ ~~eridlfll;-.Pat:~sitle.1i~1t.Jij>raries,. . ,, . . . . . . . . 
Montros; !'ve., and Porks1de V~lJage, 169 Shen- ·-::_area have. ~xp~~s~~the~r. ~nce~<over ',Vte!r:i~~~4f~lthough cl~stn~s may b~ . inevitable, res1-
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dan-Parl-s1de Dr. Already, residents have been branch c~osmg. ~A ncgatJve~~~w- such as .thts dents .should sttll·exprel\s theJr concern to local 
·· cxpr~ssing their concerns to local of~cials 1n-,.. could ~o - even .~ore.j~~Ina.~~~W~~i-~.~dY.~4el_i~ .. , .. ,:~ and Ubrary ·.oft_lc~.~-~s. , Many VQices are surely 

_cludmg Town of Tonawanda Supervisor Carl 'cate nclghborhoOd. ;,¥:;~ :'-· - ~-~~;.' ~--., ~ -· ·.··:.t· '-[tronger.thaJ\.Q~e~ .: · · 
'Calabrese and Erie County Legislator Lynn--· What has locfl·officials '*'Cc;mecli.is.the fact'·~· Marinelll-haif.·a Jon r f her as she 

·· .Marinelli. 'All three libraries are in Marine.Jli's' . · that these neighgorfil);d.Jibraiit;i'·~rve.·.th~ir re- ~· ·\ egms _ · . . Tonawanda branch li-
district. ' · · '•· .. ~;- :.: spective neighbo.th~ and.·tftthcy-:~tt)&e,'that's !·' !-; ranes arid the~~ryicts theyp~vide. 'It's a bat­
·. The good ncws _is that t~e librB!i~s .will rema~n 'i a servi~ that ·is 'unily.~ila~l~~-~es; -~ose·tesi- : ···:ue. s1fe .. welcom~ ffio?gh. 'She says she h~s re­
mtact for 1999. No closmgs Wlll· take place m ·: dents could travel a few mde$·.1trgct to~the.other- .·cetved some handwntten notes from resldents 
the immediate future. · libraries, but to have someihing'afy.our 'disposiif} ::concerned about the state of the libraries. 
· However, that future is uncertain. . · . c(. and then have it taken away is worse than ·nevef:~ "You know it's an issue that's hitting home 

The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library· having it at aU. Residents near these neighbor.;..· when someone takes the time to sit down and 
System is looking for a way to smooth things _ hood libraries realize that they may not be state- write a letter," she said. 
our and to consolidate and use its resources ·in· of-the-art facilities, b~t they serve their purpose It this day of super technology, it sure is. 
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Libraries (Conei'""d from page one) 

and not neighborhooda. . ing libraty system not the peo· 
"This is _a huge shift in phi- P.~e -who uae it,," he added. 

losopby," Calabreae added. . ··The town board also ex.-
He also added that Erie ptesaed concerns that with the 

County is one of the lowest possible closings of th~ of its 
spenders on books for ita li- libraries, there is a loss of 
braries. ide~tity as a town and"wbat it 

"It's simple," Calabreae said~ has to otrer'its residents. 
"People want their libraries 
stocked as full as possible with 
books - that's what a library 
ia." 

"lf you read the report ita 
the library staffs t.hat have the 
most complaint. with the exist-
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· by _CARRIE FASCIA . . when ··people take time to ¥!rit(' brarie! open. -~ •· ·. 'lit;~ : :' · (Sheridan--Parkslde) area." added 
Edlfor you a letter." · ·. "KpJhy Russell of the Sheridan· Councilman David Rider. 

The three Town of Touawauda "This is tough but it's one of.. Parkside Neighborhood Watch . Accortling to CaJabrcsc. J}le re-
branch libraries facing possible those issues that is pleasing to·: group·wrote me a note s~tying.'she ·port, submiued by consultlfltB 
closings will be protected in J 999, ~ork on," Marinelli added, "be- didn't wannheir braneh to.close." based in Croton-on-Hudson in 
thanks to the recently cause. everyone kno~s Calabrese said. , downstate New York, supports the 
passed Libra~i:c· how. 1mpo~ant our h- "These closings will create idea of libraries serving .regions 
tionA~.. branes are.'· hardships, especially in ··that (Please tum to page five} 
(See ~ pag fou Alt_hough _th~ recent _H ·· ·- .~•.c .,. , -.tl 

The act will i re study commissioned by. 
. funding for the libraries the Buffalo and Erie 

in 1999 which includes County Public Library 
those libraries in the hot System called for con-
sent - Brighton. 999 so_lidation or. th~sc 
Brighton Road· Kcnil- neighborhood hbranes, 
worth. 31 8 Montrose Marinelli contends that 
Ave., und Sheridan-Park- no funds were allocated 
side, 169 Sheridan-Park- Calabrese to implement &hose 
.o;ide Dr. plans. 

"Our libraries are cen- "'The library study was 
ters ror learning and ju~nhat- a study," she 
gathering in the commu- sa1d. 
nity and the Library Pro- Sh_c als? noted that 

· teclion Act will keep not~mg will be. enacted 
those centers strong in until the Leg1slature, 
the coming year," said local government and 
Eric County Legislator residents have. a chance 
Lynn Marinelli. to review and comment 

The three libraries tar- · on the study. 
getcd for closing ore in Marinelli The Tonawanda Town 
Marindli's district. Board is also J'ecling the 

'Tw gollcn some calls anti let- hen! from the possible 'branch 
tcrs fwm my constituents about closings. Town Supervisor Carl 
the d•.sin!!s - people urc wor- .Calnbrese said he has received ... 
ricd," Marinelli added. "You coils rrmn concerned residents, 
knOW II'S an i.SSIIC thai IHIS home IISking ror his hcfp to keep the li-
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