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SUSPENSION To HEALTH/Mil 
Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Buffalo and Erie County 

Mailing Address: 264 Hamilton Drive • Buffalo, New York 14226 • 716 839-0548 

Hope House: 432 Amherst Street • Buffalo, New York 14207 • 716 877-94 15 

Hon. Judith Fisher 
Erie County Legislature 
25 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Dear Judy: 

January 19, 1999 

Thanks for the New York Times article re the death of Kendra 
Webdale and the Bellevue Project, with which I am somewhat 
familiar. 

AMI fervrently endorses the concept of involuntary outpatient 
commitment for treatment resistant or treatment-refractory 
patients placed in the community. It's absolutely essential 
to improve the quality of life for many patients, and frankly 
to reduce the care-giving burden for families and, perhaps, 
to reduce or prevent additional tragedies similar to this 
one and, unfortunately, too many others including those in 
the last year in Buffalo. 

We are working very closely with Sam Hoyt who has taken a 
vigorous interest and made a commitment either to get legislation 
passed in the Assembly (the state Senate passed such legislation 
last year} or to get enabling legislation for a Bellevue-like 
project covering Erie County if state-wide changes are out 
of the question. 

You can anticipate support for our position from various 
of the unions, the Allentown Association, the Forever Elmwood 
Association, some mental health professionals, and (I think} 
the corrmunity at large. The Buffalo News has already endorsed 
this position. 

You can anticipate objections from Action for Mental Health, 
the Independent Living Center, perhaps from the Mental Health 
Association, and some mental health professionals. 

I would be glad to discuss the issues in further detail at 
your convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 
0 

L~uster 

/\ No n-l'mflt I )rr.:ani7.u io n AITi lia rcd wor h "JA \11 (National Allian.:c for the Mentally Jil l 



R6il HelP for the Mentally Ill . 
By Sally L. &tel 

W
Mn~er a 
mentally dis
turbed per
son turns vio
lent, a search 
for blame be

gins. In tM few cia~ since 32-year-old 
Kendra Webdale • pushed to her 
death under a Mlahattan subway 
train and a ~c man named 
Andrew Goldstein ~as charted with 
the crime, advocatft for the mentally 
111 have blamed Gdv. George Patald 
for fllltna to re-Invest the savings 
from de-IDstituticmallzation Ill com
munity mmtal bealth services, as he 
promised. Othen have bl~ed the de
lnstltutionallzatlan of people with 
problem~ lib Mr. Goldstein's In the 

• flnt place. 
T1le problem Is that the debate 

tends to be palarlzed: law-.ancklrder 
conservatives waat peopll! perma
nently locked up, and nurturlllg Uber
als want more community-based serv
Ices and housing but bridle at restric
tions on patients' personal Uberties. 
Society, meanwhile, must find a way 
to handle tM thousands of severely 
mentally 1U people who function quite 
well when Cll medication but who be
come violent, homeless or profoundly 
delusional when nat being treated. 

Some states have had success with 
"outpatient commitment" programs 
for patients like Mr. Goldstein who 
have a history of circulating through 
hospitals, halfway houses and clinics. 
Under this system, a court orden a 
person to follow a course of treatment, 
which usually lllc:ludes antt-psychcitlc 
medications, wbile 1lviDg In tM com
munity. The patient Is carefully super
vised, and If he does not comply, the 
pollee can be caUed - by a parent, 
doctor, group-home manager, for ex
ample - and the patient hospitalized 
against his wilL 1be system Is Intend
ed for patients with records of paor 
cooperation with treatment 

Several states with outpatient-com
mitment 11tatutes have had success. In 
Iowa, North CaroUna. Ohio and the 
District of Columbia, admissions to 
psychiatric wards were cut by half to 
two-thirds. Patients know they'll go 
back to the hospital If they don't par· 
ticlpate In treatment For 1011le (even 
those who have previously failed to -·-·· ,...., ... ·--~-- ---"'~-" 

patlentl violates their rights. If we 
only had a better, more caring mental 
health system, this araument goes, 

then patients would cooperate without . ,,., ••. ,-.~-....,....-:,~ ...... .. ~ ·~·~...,.-• .,. ... ,~ .... . ... "'. 
arm-twlstlnJ. What the critics refuse····· ::;··· · ·- ··· ; · ·.· ·· · ., .... , .. ., . .... ·. · • ~·· . · ...... ... , , ., .•. ,, .. ~ . ... ·· ·- .· ·-
to acknowledge Is that about half of aU 
schizophrenics have no Insight Into 

A law that might · 
make a difference. 

their crim condition and no under
standing of why they need medication. 
As for free wlU,· the freedom .to be 
psychotic Is no freedom at all 

New York State, which has an esti· 
mated 227,000 seriously mentally U1 
adults, should put a statute on the 
books that allows outpatient commit· 
ment It might help avert tragedies 
Uke the one this week. 0 

Thfs week Mobff Is donating tts ., 

DivE 
starh 

The scene Is played out repea 
these .days: America's leading 
engaging in a dizzying scramblE 
of next spring's graduating clas 

Many are eager to a 
minority talent. That's no sur 
global, diverse business enviror 
corporations view finding am 
lty employees a business lmpe 
to business schools, job c 
In hand, companies find far 
few African-Americans, Hisp 
Americans or Native Amert 


