
ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

BARBARA MILLER-WILLIAMS
Chair of the Legislature
3rd District Legislator

February 4,2011

Robert M. Graber, Clerk
Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin St., 4th Fl.
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Mr. Graber:

o 427 William Street
Buffalo, New York 14204
716/842-0490
FAX: 716/854-5722

o 92 Franklin Street, 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202
716/858-8869
FAX: 716/858-8895

For clock-in to the public record I have attached a resolution adopted by
the Association of Erie County Governments concerning the imposition of
a new spay and neuter surcharge by the State of New York Department of
Agriculture to the licensing fee of dogs.

Please direct this communication to the Health & Human Services
Committee for its review of this resolution.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Barbara Miller-Williams, Chair
Erie County Legislator,3rd District

"We are here to serve the Community"

Website: www.erie.gov/legislature/districto3 _ E-Mail: bmw@erie.gov Comm. 4E-1 
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Association of
Erie County Governments

. 9771 Partridge Rd.
Colden, NewYork 14033.

(716}941~3647 PhoneecFax
assocofecgov@roadninner.com

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

At the monthly meeting ofthe Association of Erie County Governments held in the Town ofHamburg 011 January 27, 2011, the
following resolution was moved by Town ofHolland Supervisor Michael Kasprzyk and seconded by Town of Cheektowaga Supervisor
Mary Holtz and unanimously approved.

WHEREAS, The State of New York, Department of Agriculture, has always imposed a three dollar surcharge to be added to the license
fee for un-spayed and uri-neutered dogs,

WHEREAS, this three dollar surcharge, paid by owners of intact dogs was then used to control dog populations by funding spay/neuter
programs, thereby putting the cost of such programs on those who choose to keep their dogs intact,

WHEREAS, Responsible dog owners who have sterilized their dogs through spaying or neutering, were therefore able to enjoy a reduced
licensing fee, 'exempt from spay/neuter fees of any kind,

WHEREAS, The State of New York, Department of Agriculture, as of January I, 2011 has transferred dog licensing to the local
Government level, while maintaining the original three dollar spay and neuter fee, now called a spay/neuter surcharge, and

WHEARAS, The State of New York, Department of Agriculture is NOW IMPOSING A NEW SPAY AND NEUTER SURCHARGE
OF ONE DOLI,AR TO BE ADDED TO THE LICENSING FEE OF EACH ALTERED DOG,

BF. IT RESOLVED THEREFORE, The Association of Erie County Governments opposes the imposition of a new spay/neuter
surcharge meant for owners who have responsibly sterilized their dogs, thereby contributing to the control of the State ofNew York's dog
population.

FURTHER RESOLVED, The Association of Erie County Governments will make its opposition known with the adoption of this
Resolution which will be forwarded to the Governor ofthe State ofNew York. the Western New York Delegation, the County of Erie, and
the Conunissioner ofNYS Department of Agriculture, Patrick Booker.

I, Marilynn Calhoun-Allen, Executive Director ofthe Association ofErie County Governments. do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a full and true transcript ofthe resolution passed at the meeting ofthe Associations ofErie County Governments, as held in
the Town ofHamburg on the January 27, 2011 and that said meeting was duly called and duly coustituted and that a quorum was present.

WITNESS my hand nil the seal ofthe Association ofErie County Governments this February 1,2011

MEMBERS: CITThSi Bu~alo* i,8<~_kaV'~~I.lDa* Tonawanda *COIJNTYofErie * TOWNS/ Alden* Amherst" Aurora* Boston" Brant" Cheektowaga* Clarence"
Colden" Collins*Cclirnrd* Eden" X\..i.ia* Evans" Grand Island" Hamburg" Holland" Lancaster" Marllla* Newstead* .North Collins* Orchard Park" Sardinia*
Tonawanda" Wales* West Seneca * VILLAGES! Akron" Alden* Angola* Blasdell- Depew" East Aurora* Farnham" Gowanda* Hamburg" Kenmore"
Lancaster* North Collins* Orchard Park* Sloane Springville" Williamsville*
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