
A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORS MILLS, WALTER, RATH, DIXON, HARDWICK & FUDOLI:

Re: War of1812 Bicentennial Conunemoration

WHEREAS, the War of 1812 represents a seminal period in the process of nation
building in both the United States and Canada; and

WHEREAS, the cross-border Niagara region was at the frontline of the War of 1812,
with decisive battles both on land and lakes reporting the greatest number of casualties and the
longest continual period of conflict; and

WHEREAS, the War of 1812 significantly effected civilian populations on both sides of
the Niagara River, especially when the flames of war bumed British-Canadian, American and
Tuscarora settlements along the Niagara River in December of 1813; and

WHEREAS, this conflict involved and impacted the Native Americans/First Nations in
both countries and throughout the Niagara region; and

WHEREAS, many citizens and soldiers acted with great gallantry and personal sacrifice
to protect their homes and countries; and

WHEREAS, the Niagara region maintains many cemeteries that are the [mal resting
place for combatants and veterans of the War of1812; and

WHEREAS, the Niagara region retains three forts and numerous historic and battle sites
from the War of 1812; and

WHEREAS, from the death and destruction of the War of 1812 was born a spirit of
cooperation and a vision of peace between the United States and Canada; and

WHEREAS, the unparalleled cooperation, prosperity and friendship that developed
between the United States and Canada since the War of 1812 find their deepest roots and daily
expressions in the cross-border Niagara region; and

WHEREAS, the history ofNiagara is rich in stories ofpeace and freedom, bi-national
exchange, cooperative endeavor and neighborly goodwill; and

WHEREAS, the bi-national coordination for this conunemoration is being led by the
Niagara 1812 Bicentennial Legacy Council; and

WHEREAS, the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 offers an exceptional opportunity to
acknowledge and celebrate the true and lasting legacy of 200 years of peace along the Niagara
and between the United States and Canada.
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NOW, THEREFORE; BE IT

RESOLVED, that Erie County joins with the other Niagara 10 members to officially
designate the cross-borderNiagara region as an International Corridor of Peace and Cooperation;
and-be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive,
Niagara 10 Members, and the Commissioner of Environment and Planning.

Fiscal Impact: None.
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