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WNY Congressional Delegation

Senator Charles E.Schumer
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Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
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o 92 Franklin Street, 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202
716/858-8868
FAX: 716/858-8895

Dear Members of the Western New York Delegation:

It has come to my attention that the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) benefits for the

upcoming 2011/2012 season are to be drastically reduced. As you are all aware, conditions in the

Western New York economy make the necessity for maintaining or enhancing the HEAP program

absolutely essential.

The proposed federal cuts led New York State to make reductions ranging from 25-50% below

last year and also shorten the time frame for appiying for benefits.

I have represented North Buffalo and parts of the Town of Tonawanda since my election in

1996. Through my work in the Legislature and the community over these years, it has been my

experience that the needs for programs such as HEAP, Food Stamps and health care are increasing

dramatically. My neighborhood office is referring more people than ever to these programs and with

high unemployment; these programs need to be increased not decreased.

Any positive actions for restoring funding will vastly benefit many of our constituents who seek

assistance from Erie County acquiring HEAP funding. Your prompt attention to this pressing matter is

appreciated.
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Legislator Lynn Marinelli
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